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Believe and Have Life in His Name

John wrote so that readers would not merely know what Jesus did but would recognize who He is, place 
their trust in Him, and receive life in His name. This study follows the deliberate structure of John’s 
Gospel—its unique material, seven signs, seven “I AM” declarations, intimate conversations, teaching 
about the Holy Spirit, call to abide, and invitation to believe.

A Gospel Unlike the Other Three

Ninety percent—that is roughly how much of John’s Gospel you will not find in Matthew, Mark, or Luke. 
Same Jesus, same 3 years, same death, same resurrection. And yet roughly 90% of the material John 
put on the page exists only in his account. No birth story, no manger, no shepherds, no Sermon on the 
Mount, no parables, no exorcisms, and no account of the bread and the wine at the Last Supper.

John leaves out things that the other three Gospels treat as essential, and in their place, he puts 
conversations, scenes, and claims that the other three never mention at all. The question is, why? The 
answer changes how you read every chapter he wrote.

The Witness Behind the Gospel

The man behind this Gospel is identified in the text only as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” He never 
names himself. Early tradition, stretching back through a chain of personal connections, identifies him as 
John, the son of Zebedee. A second-century church leader named Irenaeus, who had personally known 
Polycarp, who had personally known John, wrote that the apostle composed this Gospel while living in 
Ephesus near the end of his life. Most scholars place its writing somewhere between A.D. 85 and 95, 
though some have argued for an earlier date.

What that means is this: By the time John sat down to write, Matthew, Mark, and Luke had been 
circulating for decades. The basic story of Jesus had been told, told well, and told in detail.

The first generation of eyewitnesses was dying off. The temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed by 
Rome in A.D. 70. The church was scattered, persecuted, and growing further from the land where it all 
happened. John did not need to repeat the story. He needed to explain what it meant.

Why John Wrote

And he told you exactly what he was doing. Near the end of the book, in chapter 20, verses 30 and 31, 
he wrote something almost no ancient author did. He stated his purpose outright:

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 
but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you 
may have life in His name.” (John 20:30–31)

Luke, at the opening of his Gospel, had also stated a purpose: to write an orderly historical account so 
that his reader could know the certainty of the things he had been taught. That is a historian’s goal. 
John’s is different.

John is not trying to give you a timeline. He is trying to produce something inside you. The word he uses 
for that something is “believe.” What John does with that word, and what he refuses to do with it, turns 
out to be one of the most overlooked details in the entire New Testament.

But first, consider where he starts.
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Before the Beginning

Matthew opens with a genealogy that traces Jesus back to Abraham. Mark opens with a baptism in the 
Jordan. Luke opens with a priest named Zechariah burning incense in the temple. John opens before 
anything existed:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made.” (John 1:1–3)

The Word Who Became Flesh

The Greek word translated “Word” is logos, and logos is doing far more work than the English word can 
carry. In Greek philosophy, logos was the term for the rational principle behind the universe—the reason, 
logic, and ordering intelligence that held everything together.

Greek thinkers had been reaching for this idea for centuries. They believed the universe was not random 
but rational, sustained by a force they could name but not see.

In the Hebrew Scriptures, the concept ran parallel but with a different engine. God’s Word was not a 
philosophical abstraction. It was a creative force:

“By the word of the Lord the heavens were made.” (Psalm 33:6)

When God spoke in Genesis 1, things happened. Light appeared, seas separated, and life began. The 
Hebrew word dabar, which we explored in our study on the promises of God, can mean both “word” and 
“thing.” In the Hebrew imagination, what God speaks and what God creates are part of the same act.

John takes both streams—the Greek philosophical tradition and the Hebrew theological tradition—and 
says, “The thing you have been looking for and the thing you have been hearing about are the same 
reality.”

Then he does something neither tradition expected. He says the Logos is not an idea, force, or principle. 
He is a person:

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)

Verse 14 is the collision point. Everything before it—“In the beginning,” “with God,” “was God,” and “all 
things were made through Him”—is stacking weight. Then the floor drops: The mind behind the universe 
put on a body. The force that holds atoms together learned to walk.

Whatever you expected from a religious text, it was probably not that.

The other Gospels introduce Jesus as a baby or as a man stepping into a river. John introduces Him as 
the reason anything exists at all. Five verses in, the scale of the claim is already larger than anything the 
other three Gospels attempt in their opening chapters.

Miracles That Function as Signs

After the prologue, John makes another choice that separates his Gospel from the other three. This one 
hides inside a single Greek word.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke describe Jesus’ supernatural acts using the Greek word dynamis—power or 
mighty work. It is the word behind our English word “dynamite.” A dynamis is an act that impresses you 
with its force: Look what happened. Look how powerful that was.

John never uses that word—not once in his entire Gospel.
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When he describes the same kinds of events—water becoming wine, a blind man seeing, and a dead 
man walking out of a tomb—he reaches for a completely different Greek term: semeion, meaning “sign.”

The difference is not merely a matter of vocabulary preference. It concerns what the writer wants you to 
do with what you have just seen. A dynamis emphasizes the power displayed: “Be amazed at what 
happened.” A semeion emphasizes what the miracle reveals: “Look through the event to the Person who 
performed it.” The deed is genuinely miraculous, but John presents it as a sign because it points beyond 
itself to the identity and authority of Jesus.

Seven Signs That Reveal Jesus

John selects exactly seven of them:

1. Water turned into wine at a wedding in Cana, John 2:1–11.

2. Healing of a royal official’s son in Capernaum, performed from miles away, John 4:46–54.

3. Healing of a man who had been disabled for 38 years at the Pool of Bethesda, John 5:1–15.

4. Feeding of 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish, John 6:1–15.

5. Jesus walking on the Sea of Galilee, John 6:16–21.

6. Healing of a man who had been born blind—not injured or diseased, but born without sight—John 
9:1–41.

7. The raising of Lazarus from the dead four days after burial, John 11:1–44.

The escalation is deliberate: changing a substance, healing at a distance, healing a decades-old 
condition, multiplying matter, commanding the physics of water, reversing a defect present since birth, 
and then reversing death itself.

Each sign reaches further than the last, pressing into territory the previous one had not touched. John is 
building a case. The case is not merely that Jesus can do impressive things. The case is that this person 
has authority over every category of reality—matter, distance, time, nature, biology, and death.

What kind of person has that authority?

Then John does something the other Gospels almost never do. After each sign, he records a long 
discourse in which Jesus explains what the sign meant.

The bread was multiplied. Jesus says, “I am the bread of life,” John 6:35.

The man born blind receives his sight. Jesus has already declared, “I am the light of the world,” John 
8:12 and 9:5.

Lazarus is raised. Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life,” John 11:25.

The sign is never the point. It is the door. Jesus walks you through it into a claim about Himself that the 
miracle by itself could never carry.

Signs That Demand a Response

Notice what happens to the crowds as the signs progress.

At Cana, His disciples believed in Him.

After the feeding of the 5,000, the crowd tried to make Him king by force.

After the healing of the blind man, the religious leaders threw the healed man out of the synagogue.
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After Lazarus was raised, the chief priests plotted to kill not only Jesus but Lazarus as well, because too 
many people were believing on account of him.

The signs do not produce uniform results. They divide. The more clearly Jesus reveals Himself, the more 
sharply people split into those who move toward Him and those who move away.

John is not recording these responses by accident. He is showing us that evidence does not force belief. 
The signs give sufficient reason to believe, and the Holy Spirit bears witness to the truth, but a person 
must still respond. God does not coerce faith, nor can anyone boast that faith originated in human 
wisdom. Grace confronts us with Christ and calls us to receive Him, trust Him, and follow Him.

Here is where we are: John wrote last, knowing the other accounts already existed. He opened his 
Gospel before creation, not in a stable. He chose a word for Jesus’ acts—“signs”—that forces you to look 
past the event to its meaning. He selected seven of those signs, arranged in escalating order, each 
followed by a discourse that answers the question the sign is asking.

None of this is accidental. John is constructing an argument, and every brick is placed with care. The 
argument is heading somewhere, and it arrives in a set of statements that exist nowhere else in the four 
Gospels.

The Seven I AM Statements

Seven times in John’s Gospel, Jesus makes a statement that begins with the words “I am” and follows 
them with a metaphor:

1. “I am the bread of life,” John 6:35.

2. “I am the light of the world,” John 8:12.

3. “I am the door,” John 10:7.

4. “I am the good shepherd,” John 10:11.

5. “I am the resurrection and the life,” John 11:25.

6. “I am the way, the truth, and the life,” John 14:6.

7. “I am the true vine,” John 15:1.

None of these appears in Matthew, Mark, or Luke. They are entirely John’s record.

The Greek behind “I am” is egō eimi, and there is a grammatical detail here that anyone who knew Greek 
would have caught immediately. In Greek, the verb eimi already contains the subject. Saying eimi alone 
already means “I am.” Adding the pronoun egō is redundant and emphatic. It is the equivalent of 
someone saying, “I—I Myself—am.” It carries a weight that the bare verb does not.

Each of these seven statements connects Jesus to something essential to human survival: bread, light, a 
door, a shepherd, resurrection, the way, and a vine. Underneath all seven, however, the phrase egō eimi 
is doing something that goes far beyond metaphor.

Before Abraham Was I AM

Then comes John 8:58.

Jesus is in a tense exchange with religious leaders who have been challenging His credentials. They 
invoke Abraham, their greatest ancestor. Jesus says:

“Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”



Weekly Bible Studies
The Gospel According to John

Overview

5

No predicate and no metaphor. Not “I am the bread” or “I am the shepherd.” Just egō eimi, standing on 
its own.

The crowd picked up stones to kill Him. Why stones? Because they understood exactly what He was 
claiming.

In the Greek translation of the Old Testament, the Septuagint, the phrase egō eimi appears in a very 
specific set of passages. In Isaiah, God uses the Hebrew phrase ani hu—“I am He”—to distinguish 
Himself from every idol, false god, and created thing.

“Now see that I, even I, am He, and there is no God besides Me.” (Deuteronomy 32:39)

“I am He, I am the First, I am also the Last.” (Isaiah 48:12)

That ani hu was translated in the Septuagint as egō eimi.

Many scholars also connect it to Exodus 3:14, where God tells Moses His name at the burning bush:

“I AM WHO I AM.”

There is scholarly discussion about whether the primary connection runs through Isaiah, Exodus, or both. 
But the people standing in front of Jesus did not need to sort out the academic debate. They reached for 
rocks.

In the ancient world, stoning was the prescribed punishment for blasphemy. They knew what egō eimi 
meant when it stood alone, coming from a human mouth. It meant, “I am claiming to be the God of 
Israel.”

John records their reaction. He does not soften it or explain it away. He lets the stones do the talking.

Johns Deliberate Omissions

What John chose to leave out is almost as revealing as what he chose to put in. The pattern exposes his 
entire strategy.

Gone is the temptation in the wilderness.

Gone is the transfiguration on the mountain.

Gone is the Sermon on the Mount—arguably the most famous sermon ever given.

Gone is every parable Jesus ever told. Matthew records more than 30 parables. Mark records about a 
dozen. Luke adds several more. John records none.

Also gone is every exorcism. Matthew, Mark, and Luke portray Jesus casting out demons as a regular 
and dramatic feature of His ministry. John does not include a single one.

Then there is the Last Supper, the meal that became the center of Christian worship for 2,000 years. 
John records the meal but not the bread and wine. Where Matthew, Mark, and Luke describe Jesus 
taking bread, breaking it, and saying, “This is My body,” John describes Jesus taking a towel, pouring 
water into a basin, and washing His disciples’ feet—an act none of the other three mentions.

The Close Up Conversations

What did John put in? Private conversations the other Gospels never recorded.

Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night, afraid to be seen. He is a member of the ruling council who cannot 
risk being caught asking questions of a Rabbi whom the establishment has already marked as 
dangerous. That is chapter 3.
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A Samaritan woman meets Jesus at a well in the middle of the day. Their conversation crosses every 
social boundary of that culture at once—a Jewish man speaking to a Samaritan woman in public about 
theology, gender, ethnicity, religion, and reputation. Every boundary is violated in a single exchange.

It is in that conversation, not in a synagogue sermon, that Jesus makes one of His clearest statements 
about who He is:

“I who speak to you am He.” (John 4:26)

A man born blind is interrogated by religious authorities who refuse to accept that he can see. He keeps 
repeating the simplest possible testimony:

“One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” (John 9:25)

Martha stands in front of Jesus at her brother’s grave, torn between grief and trust, and hears Him say:

“I am the resurrection and the life.” (John 11:25)

Matthew, Mark, and Luke show you what Jesus looked like in front of a crowd. John pulls you into a room 
where it is just Jesus and one person, or Jesus and the Twelve.

The other three give you the wide shot. John gives you the close-up. The close-up is where identity 
reveals itself. You learn who someone is not merely by watching him address a stadium, but by hearing 
what he says when it is just the two of you.

Believing as Living Trust

There is a word in this Gospel that outweighs every other word in it. The Greek verb pisteuō, “to believe,” 
appears roughly 98 times in John. That is more than in Matthew, Mark, and Luke combined. John uses 
this word more than any other Gospel writer by a wide margin.

But here is the part almost nobody catches: The noun form of the same word, pistis, meaning “faith,” 
does not appear in John at all. Zero times. Not once. John refuses to use the noun. He uses only the 
verb.

That distinction might look small on paper. It is not small in practice.

A noun is a thing you possess. A verb is something you do. Faith can be something you claim to have 
and then set on a shelf. Believing is something you are doing right now—or you are not.

It is active and in motion. John wrote his entire Gospel to produce believing—the verb—not merely a 
theological position someone holds, but a living, ongoing act of trust that a person either practices or 
does not practice.

The whole book is engineered for this. The signs are selected to provoke it. The discourses are designed 
to deepen it. The “I AM” statements are constructed to demand it. The purpose statement in John 20:31 
names it explicitly:

“These are written that you may believe.”

That framing changes how you read every story in John.

When Jesus says to Thomas, “Do not be unbelieving, but believing,” in John 20:27, He is not telling 
Thomas to check a doctrinal box. He is telling him to do something with his body and will at that moment: 
Step forward. Place your hand. Trust.

Pisteuō is never an abstraction in this Gospel. It always involves moving toward Jesus, not merely 
thinking about Him.
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The Farewell Teaching

After the seven signs and the seven “I AM” statements, John gives us something the other Gospels do 
not contain at all: chapters 13–17, the longest sustained record of Jesus’ private teaching anywhere in 
the four Gospels.

Scholars call it the Farewell Discourse. It takes place at the Last Supper and in the hours that follow. 
Nearly every word of it exists only in John.

The Towel and the Basin

It opens with the foot washing. Jesus gets up from the table, wraps a towel around His waist, pours water 
into a basin, and begins washing the feet of His disciples. Peter resists. Jesus insists.

Then He sits back down and says:

“I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.” (John 13:15)

The Greek word He uses for “example” is hypodeigma—a pattern or model to be followed. It appears 
only here in the entire Gospel.

Where the other three Gospels record the institution of the bread and wine, John records a towel—not 
instead of it, but alongside it. He is showing you a different angle of the same evening, one that reveals 
what the meal was supposed to produce in the people who ate it: service, humility, and hands and knees 
on the floor.

Then Jesus begins to speak, and He does not stop for four chapters. He tells them He is going away. He 
tells them not to let their hearts be troubled. He promises to prepare a place for them. He says, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life,” the sixth of the seven “I AM” statements.

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

He introduces the Paraklētos—the Helper, the Advocate, the One who will be called alongside them after 
Jesus is gone. The word Paraklētos appears only in John’s writings, nowhere else in the New Testament.

It comes from two Greek roots: para, meaning “alongside,” and kaleō, meaning “to call.” A paraklētos is 
someone summoned to stand beside you in a courtroom, crisis, or moment when you cannot speak for 
yourself. The word was used in Greek legal settings for someone who came to your defense—not a 
distant adviser, but someone present with you, standing beside you and speaking on your behalf.

Jesus uses this word four times across chapters 14–16. He calls the Spirit “the Spirit of truth” in John 
14:17, 15:26, and 16:13.

He says the Spirit will teach them, remind them, guide them into all truth, and disclose what is to come. 
He says the Spirit will not speak on His own authority but will take what belongs to the Father and the 
Son and reveal it.

Then He says something that reframes the entire discussion:

“It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I 
depart, I will send Him to you.” (John 16:7)

That sentence is staggering if you let it sit. Jesus is telling men who have physically walked with God in 
the flesh that something better is coming—not a replacement, but an advance in proximity. The Spirit will 
not merely walk beside them. The Spirit will dwell inside them.

The presence of God, which until that moment had been next to them, was about to become internal.
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The other Gospels mention the Holy Spirit. But this kind of sustained, detailed teaching about the Spirit’s 
identity and role—who He is, what He does, and how He relates to the Father and the Son—exists only 
in John.

If you want to understand the Spirit’s work as Jesus Himself described it, you must read these chapters. 
There is no substitute.

Abide in the True Vine

In chapter 15, the teaching shifts to an image drawn from the agriculture of that region:

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.” (John 15:1)

“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes.”

Then comes the imperative repeated throughout this section: abide.

The Greek word is menō—to remain, stay, take up residence, and refuse to leave. It is the relational 
counterpart to pisteuō. If pisteuō is the act of leaning your weight on Jesus, menō is the act of remaining 
there.

It is not a single decision made once, but an ongoing posture.

“Without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

John records that line. The other three Gospels do not. It is one of the most absolute statements Jesus 
makes anywhere.

Jesus Prays for Those Who Will Believe

Then, in chapter 17, Jesus prays—not to the crowd or even to the Twelve, though they are listening. He 
prays to the Father. In the middle of that prayer, He says:

“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word.” (John 17:20)

Those who will believe through the word of the apostles include everyone who has ever become a 
follower of Jesus through the message that began with those men—including you.

If you have believed, Jesus prayed for you by category before He walked to the cross. He knew you were 
coming. He asked the Father to keep you.

The Architecture of Johns Gospel

From a distance, the architecture becomes visible.

John opens with the identity of Jesus: He is God. He was with God in the beginning. All things were 
made through Him. He became flesh.

Then John presents the evidence for that identity through seven signs—each escalating and each 
accompanied by teaching that explains what the sign reveals.

Then he records seven “I AM” statements, each connecting Jesus to a fundamental human need: food, 
light, protection, guidance, life, truth, and connection. Underneath all of them is the claim to be the eternal 
God of Israel.

Then John gives you the farewell teaching, the foot washing, the promise of the Spirit, and the prayer that 
reaches forward through time to include you.

Then come the cross and the resurrection, followed by Thomas kneeling and saying:

“My Lord and my God!”
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It is the highest confession spoken by any person in any Gospel.

Jesus responds:

“Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.”

That last line is pointed toward every person who has read the Gospel since.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke build toward the revelation of who Jesus is. They allow it to unfold, especially 
Mark, where Jesus repeatedly tells people not to announce what they have seen.

John does the opposite. He puts the answer on the table before the first chapter is over. Then he spends 
21 chapters showing you the evidence.

The question in the other three Gospels is, “Who is this Man?” The question in John is, “Now that you 
know, what will you do about it?”

The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved

One more detail is worth considering. It involves the words John uses for himself throughout the Gospel.

He never writes his own name—not once. He refers to himself only as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” 
The phrase appears five times. It would be easy to read that as a claim of favoritism or a boast. It is 
neither.

John is an old man when he writes this. Church history tells us he outlived every other apostle. Peter was 
dead. Paul was dead. James, his own brother, had been executed decades earlier.

By the time John wrote, he had spent more years reflecting on what happened during those three years 
with Jesus than anyone else alive. After all that reflection, the defining fact of his life was not that he had 
been brave, faithful, or important. The defining fact was that he had been loved.

His identity was not built primarily on what he had done for Jesus. It rested on what Jesus had done for 
him. John served faithfully, but his service flowed from being loved; it did not earn that love.

That is the voice behind this entire Gospel. It is not merely a theologian writing a treatise, though the 
theology is extraordinary. It is an old man who knew Jesus longer than almost anyone and who, at the 
end of it all, wanted the world to know one thing: “I was loved, and so are you.”

He was there when Jesus turned water into wine. He was there at the Last Supper, close enough to lean 
against Him. He was there at the cross, the only one of the Twelve who showed up. He was the first of 
the disciples to reach the empty tomb.

After all that, the word he chose to define himself was not “witness,” “apostle,” or “the one who was brave 
enough to stay.” It was “loved.”

That is an identity built on receiving, not achieving. It is the identity John’s Gospel offers to everyone who 
reads it.

What God Looks Like on His Knees

In the ancient world, washing feet was the job nobody wanted. Roads were unpaved, and sandals were 
open. By the time a guest arrived for dinner, his feet carried the dust and waste of every street he had 
walked through.
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Households with servants assigned the task to the lowest-ranking servant. In a house without servants, 
the host might provide water in a basin, but the guest washed his own feet. No one of status voluntarily 
washed someone else’s feet.

It would have been like a CEO showing up for a board meeting and cleaning the toilets before the first 
agenda item.

That is the act John places at the center of his Last Supper account.

Jesus—the One whom John has spent 13 chapters identifying as the Logos, the Creator, and the “I 
AM”—kneels on the floor and washes road grime from the feet of 12 men, one of whom is about to hand 
Him over to be executed.

Peter’s protest is not polite discomfort. It is genuine horror. The hierarchy of the universe has just 
inverted before his eyes.

This is the scene John chose to record where the other three Gospel writers recorded the bread and wine
—not because the bread and wine did not matter, but because John wanted you to see something else 
about that evening.

He wanted you to see what God looks like on His knees—the hands that spoke galaxies into existence 
wringing out a towel.

From Knowing About Jesus to Knowing Him

If you have read the other three Gospels and felt as though you knew the story, John wrote his Gospel 
for exactly you—not to contradict what you already knew, but to show you what the story means when 
you stop moving through it and begin looking at the person at its center.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke tell you what Jesus did. John tells you who Jesus is.

The question toward which the entire Gospel is driving is not merely, “Do you understand this?” It is the 
verb, not the noun: Do you believe? Are you, at this moment, leaning your weight upon this person?

Not, “Do you have faith?” as though it were a thing sitting on a shelf, but, “Are you believing?” Present 
tense. Active voice. Feet moving. Hands reaching.

When Familiarity Replaces Fire

There is a particular kind of person for whom John seems to have written: someone who has heard the 
correct answers so many times that the answers have stopped sounding like answers.

It is someone who grew up knowing the story of Jesus or who sat through years of conversations about 
Him until familiarity hardened into something that felt more like furniture than fire.

You know where the manger belongs in the story. You know where the cross belongs. You could recite 
the outline. Somewhere along the way, however, knowing about Him replaced knowing Him.

John’s Gospel is a corrective for that exact condition.

It does not give you more facts. It gives you fewer. Roughly 90% of what the other three Gospels contain 
is stripped away. In the empty space, John places a question—not merely, “What happened?” but, “Who 
is this?”

Then he refuses to let you answer from a distance.
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The signs demand a verdict. The “I AM” statements force a response. Even the silence between the lines
—the absence of parables, birth narratives, and familiar landmarks—is designed to make you look more 
closely at the one person who remains on every page.

The Call to Abide

If you are in a season when God feels more like a concept than a presence, John chapter 15 is a place to 
sit:

“Abide in Me.”

Menō. Stay.

The branch cannot produce spiritual life independently; it must remain connected to the vine. Fruit grows 
from living fellowship with Christ, not from self-reliant effort. Yet abiding is not passive. Jesus joins 
abiding with receiving His words, obeying His commandments, and remaining in His love. The invitation 
is not, “Try harder in your own strength.” It is, “Stay close to Me, obey what I say, and allow My life to 
bear fruit through you.”

That is a fundamentally different invitation from the one most people have been offered.

John does not end with a bow. He ends with an open door. The evidence has been presented. The signs 
have been laid out. The claims have been made.

Then the old man who was loved steps back from the page and waits for you to answer the question his 
entire Gospel was written to ask.

Practical Application

John did not write merely to fill our minds with information. He wrote to bring us face-to-face with Jesus 
Christ. Every sign asks us to look beyond the event and see the Savior. Every “I AM” statement exposes 
an area of need that only Jesus can meet. He is bread for the spiritually hungry, light for those walking in 
darkness, the door into salvation, the Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep, the resurrection for 
those under the sentence of death, the only way to the Father, and the true vine from whom all spiritual 
life and fruitfulness flow.

Begin by asking an honest question: Do I merely know facts about Jesus, or am I presently trusting Him? 
Biblical belief is more than agreeing that certain statements are true. It is entrusting yourself to the One 
those statements reveal. It means bringing your sin, fear, grief, plans, relationships, and future under His 
lordship. It means receiving His words and responding to them with obedience.

The signs also teach us to examine our response to truth. The same works of Jesus moved some people 
toward worship and others toward hostility. More evidence did not soften every heart. Therefore, when 
God’s Word confronts you, do not hide behind delay, familiarity, or religious knowledge. Respond while 
your heart is being stirred. Jesus said, “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them” in John 
13:17. The blessing is not found in hearing alone but in obediently receiving and practicing His truth.

John chapter 13 gives that obedience a towel and a basin. Our Lord did not merely speak about humility; 
He knelt and served. Ask yourself: Whose feet am I unwilling to wash? Who do I consider beneath my 
attention? Is there a task I avoid because it receives no recognition? Jesus said, “For I have given you an 
example, that you should do as I have done to you” in John 13:15. Christian maturity is not measured 
only by how much Scripture we can explain but also by how willingly we take the place of a servant.

John chapters 14 through 16 remind us that we do not obey in our own strength. Jesus promised the 
Holy Spirit, the Helper who dwells with believers and lives in them. We must depend upon Him to teach 
us, remind us of Christ’s words, convict us of sin, guide us into truth, and empower our witness. The 
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Spirit never draws attention away from Jesus. He glorifies Christ and forms Christlike character in those 
who yield to Him.

John chapter 15 then calls us to abide. Make room each day to remain in Christ through prayer, 
Scripture, worship, obedience, and fellowship with His people. Do not confuse activity for intimacy. A 
branch can be busy moving in the wind and still bear no fruit if it is severed from the vine. Stay close to 
Jesus. Let His words abide in you. When He exposes sin, confess it. When He commands, obey. When 
He corrects, receive His pruning. When He leads, follow.

A Challenge for Believers

The challenge is simple but searching: Do not allow the familiar story of Jesus to become spiritual 
furniture. Ask the Lord to make His Word burn in your heart again. Read John’s Gospel slowly, 
prayerfully, and personally. At each sign, ask, “What does this reveal about Jesus?” At each “I AM” 
declaration, ask, “Where am I trying to find in myself or in this world what only Christ can provide?” At 
each conversation, ask, “How is Jesus speaking to my condition?”

Then act upon what He shows you. Believe Him where you have doubted. Obey Him where you have 
resisted. Serve where pride has kept you standing. Forgive where bitterness has taken root. Speak about 
Christ where fear has silenced you. Abide where distraction has pulled you away.

The goal is not a momentary emotional response. It is a continuing life of faith, love, and obedience. 
Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments” in John 14:15. His commands are not a way to 
purchase His love; they are the response of those who have received it. We love Him because He first 
loved us, and we follow Him because we have discovered that His words are life.

An Invitation to Receive Jesus Christ

Perhaps you know the story but do not yet know the Savior. John’s Gospel was written for you: “that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” 
according to John 20:31.

Jesus Christ is the eternal Word who became flesh. He lived without sin and willingly went to the cross, 
where He shed His blood for our sins. He took the judgment we deserved so that we could be forgiven 
and reconciled to God. On the third day, He rose bodily from the grave. His resurrection declares that He 
is God, Savior, and Lord. He is alive, and He offers eternal life to everyone who comes to Him in faith.

You cannot save yourself through religion, good works, family background, or moral improvement. But 
you can respond to God’s grace. Turn from your sin and place your trust in Jesus Christ. Receive Him as 
Savior and surrender to Him as Lord. Jesus promised, “The one who comes to Me I will by no means 
cast out” in John 6:37.

You can call upon Him now. Prayer does not save you; Jesus saves you. But you may express your faith 
to Him in words such as these:

Lord Jesus, I confess that I am a sinner and cannot save myself. I believe that You are the Son of God, 
that You shed Your blood on the cross for my sins, and that You rose from the dead. Please forgive me, 
give me new life, and become the Lord of my life. I turn from my sin and place my trust in You. Help me 
follow You from this day forward. Amen.

If you have sincerely placed your trust in Christ, begin reading His Word, speak with Him in prayer, and 
become part of a faithful Bible-teaching study group or church. The Gospel of John leaves the door open, 
but Jesus calls you to walk through it. The evidence has been given. The Savior has been revealed. The 
question remains: Will you believe and have life in His name?


