Through the Bible
Daily Reading Companion
01-Genesis-Chapter 47

In Genesis chapter 47, we see the faithfulness of God on full display as Jacob’s family settles in
Egypt.

As we go through these verses, remember that our God is a God of providence. He isn't distant; He is
intimately involved in the details of our lives, moving the hearts of kings and providing for His children
in the midst of famine.

The Blessing of the Pilgrim (Genesis 47:1-12)

When Joseph presents his family to Pharaoh, we see a beautiful picture of God’s provision. Pharaoh
grants them the land of Goshen—the very best of the land. But notice the encounter between Jacob
and Pharaoh in Genesis 47:7. Here is the aged patriarch, a simple shepherd, standing before the
most powerful ruler on earth. Yet, the Bible tells us that Jacob blessed Pharaoh.

There is a profound spiritual truth here: the lesser is blessed by the greater. Despite Pharaoh’s
worldly wealth, Jacob possessed the spiritual riches of the Covenant of God. Jacob describes his
years as "few and evil," acknowledging the hardships and the consequences of his own past
strivings. But look at the grace of God! The "ex-supplanter" is now the one dispensing blessing.

Stewardship in the Midst of Crisis (Genesis 47:13-26)

As the famine intensified, Joseph managed the affairs of Egypt with incredible wisdom. When the
money ran out, the people traded their livestock and eventually their land to survive. Joseph
established a system where the people farmed the land and gave one-fifth of the crop to Pharaoh.

In a world that often cries "unfair," this was actually a very gracious arrangement for that time. Joseph
wasn't a tyrant; he was a sustainer. He provided the seed and the structure so the people wouldn't
perish. It reminds us that God often uses practical means and wise stewardship to preserve life.

Ending in Worship (Genesis 47:27-31)

As we come to the end of the chapter, we see Israel (Jacob) preparing for his departure. He makes
Joseph swear to bury him back in the Land of Promise—Canaan. He knew Egypt was not his home;
he was just passing through.

The text says he bowed himself on the "head of his bed," but the New Testament in Hebrews 11:21
clarifies that he leaned on the "top of his staff." As he bowed himself at the head of his bed Israel is
holding his staff. Think about that staff. It was the same staff he used when he crossed the Jordan
with nothing but the clothes on his back. Now, at the end of his life, he leans on that symbol of his
pilgrimage and worships. He didn't end his life complaining about his "evil days"; he ended it in an act
of adoration to the God who had redeemed him from all distress.

Practical Application

Are you leaning on your "staff" today? Like Jacob, we are pilgrims in this world. We often try to
manufacture our own blessings through manipulation, just as Jacob did in his youth. But true peace
comes when we stop striving and start resting in God’s provision. Whether you are in a "Goshen"
season of plenty or a "famine" season of lack, God’s hand is on your life.
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A Challenge for the Believer

I challenge you this week to look at your life through the lens of eternity. Jacob insisted on being
buried in Canaan because he believed the promises of God. Do your daily choices reflect that your
citizenship is in heaven? Let us be a people who, like Jacob, finish well—not defined by our past
failures, but by our present worship.

An Invitation to the Unbeliever

If you feel like you are wandering in a spiritual famine, | want you to know that there is a Provider
greater than Joseph. His name is Jesus.

We serve a Savior who did not just give us seed to plant; He gave His very life for us. Jesus saved us
when He shed His precious blood on the cross to pay the debt for our sins. He was buried, but three
days later He rose again! That resurrection declares to the entire universe that He is God, Savior, and
Lord. He offers you a "more abundant life" that the world cannot give.

Will you turn from your own way and give your life to Him today?
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