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The Sovereignty of God and the Surrender of Man

Genesis 43:1-34

We are continuing our journey through the life of Joseph, but really, we are looking at how God deals 
with the hearts of men. You see, the famine in the land of Canaan wasn't just a weather pattern; it 
was a heavy tool in the hand of God to bring a family to repentance and a father to a place of total 
surrender.

The Pressure of the World

The opening of Genesis 43 finds the family of Jacob in a tight spot. The Bible says, "And it came to 
pass, when they had eaten up the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to 
them, 'Go back, buy us a little food.'" (Genesis 43:2).

Isn't it just like us to wait until the cupboard is bare before we are willing to face the things God told us 
to face? Judah steps up here—not as the perfect brother, but as a man starting to understand 
responsibility. He looks at his father and basically says, "Dad, we can’t go back unless Benjamin is 
with us. The man—the lord of that land—solemnly warned us: 'You shall not see my face unless your 
brother is with you.'" (Genesis 43:3).

From Jacob to Israel: The Place of Surrender

Jacob starts doing what Jacob does best: he complains and then he schemes. He asks, "Why did 
you treat me so badly as to tell the man you had another brother?" He’s looking for someone to 
blame. But finally, reality sets in. They are starving.

Judah offers himself as a surety—a guarantee—for the lad. And then we see this beautiful transition 
in verse 11. The text shifts from calling him "Jacob" to calling him Israel. Now, remember, "Jacob" 
means the "heel-catcher" or the "schemer," but "Israel" means "Governed by God."

Jacob the schemer says, "Take the best fruits, take a present, take double money... peradventure it 
was an oversight." He’s still trying to butter up the governor of Egypt. But Israel, the man governed by 
God, says: "And may God Almighty give you mercy before the man... If I am bereaved, I am 
bereaved!" (Genesis 43:14).

That is the "Esther moment." It’s the place where you stop wrestling with God and you say, "Lord, I’ve 
done what I can, I’ve prepared what I can, but now I leave the results to You. If I lose it all, I lose it all, 
but I am trusting in El Shaddai—the God who is more than enough." Have you reached that point in 
your trial yet? Where you stop trying to manipulate the outcome and simply rest in His hands?

The Table of Grace

The brothers arrive in Egypt and they are terrified. They are invited to Joseph’s house for dinner, and 
they think it’s a trap. They think they are going to be jumped because of the money that was in their 
sacks. They start apologizing to the steward, but look at the steward's response: "Peace be with you, 
do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; I had 
your money." (Genesis 43:23).
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The mystery deepens! They thought they were in trouble, but they were actually under a canopy of 
grace they didn't even understand yet.

When Joseph enters, they bow down—fulfilling the dreams God gave Joseph years before. Joseph 
sees Benjamin, his own mother’s son, and his heart just breaks with love. He has to run to a private 
room to weep. He washes his face, composes himself, and orders the feast.

A Mathematical Miracle

Then something incredible happens at the seating arrangement. Joseph seats them from the oldest 
to the youngest, exactly according to their birthright. The Bible says "the men marveled at one 
another." (Genesis 43:33).

Think about the math there. For eleven brothers to be seated in perfect chronological order by a 
"stranger" is a 1 in 39,916,800 chance. God was whispering to them, "I know exactly who you are. I 
know your history, I know your sin, and I am the one orchestrating your steps."

Practical Application

1. Stop Scheming, Start Trusting: Like Jacob, we often try to "fix" our problems with gifts and 
double money. God wants your surrender, not your "presents."

2. Face the Truth: The brothers had to bring Benjamin. They had to face the very thing they 
feared losing. What is the "Benjamin" in your life that you are refusing to release to God?

A Challenge for the Believer

Are you living as "Jacob" or as "Israel" today? Are you governed by your own anxieties and plans, or 
are you governed by God? I challenge you this week to take that one area of your life you’ve been 
white-knuckling and say, "Lord, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved. I trust in you El Shaddai."

An Invitation to the Unbeliever

You may feel like these brothers—walking into a situation you can't control, feeling the weight of past 
sins, and fearing judgment. But notice that Joseph didn't bring them into his house to kill them; he 
brought them in to feast with them.

God isn't looking to "fall upon you" to punish you; He is calling you home. We have all sinned, and 
that sin carries a debt we cannot pay. But Jesus Christ came and paid that debt in full. When He shed 
His blood on that cross, He was the ultimate "Surety" for us—taking the blame so we could go free. 
And when He rose from the dead, He proved once and for all that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

Don't stay in the famine of this world. Give your life to Jesus today. Simply acknowledge your need 
for Him, believe that He died and rose for you, and follow Him. He is waiting to set a table for you.


