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The Lord was with Joseph: Victory in the Middle of the Mess

Genesis 39:1–23

As we come to Genesis chapter 39, we resume the story of Joseph. You remember in chapter 37, his 
brothers had sold him into slavery. Now we find him in Egypt. But notice the very first thing the Holy 
Spirit highlights for us in Genesis 39:2: "The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man."

That is the summary of this man’s life. It didn't matter if he was in the pit, the palace, or the prison—
the Lord was with him. We need to be careful not to misunderstand what "the Lord being with us" 
looks like. Sometimes we think that if God is with us, we’ll have a smooth road and a full bank 
account. But look at Joseph. The Lord was with him, yet he was still a slave. The Lord was with him, 
yet he was falsely accused. The Lord was with him, yet he was thrown into a dungeon.

Being a child of God isn't a "divine immunity" from the trials of life. Jesus said in John 16:33, "In the 
world you will have tribulation." The difference for us is that while the world faces trials alone, we face 
them with the presence of the Living God.

Integrity Under Pressure

Joseph was promoted to oversee Potiphar’s entire house. The Bible tells us he was handsome and 
"well-favored." Because of this, Potiphar’s wife "cast her eyes" upon him and gave him a direct 
proposition: "Lie with me" (Genesis 39:7).

Now, Joseph was a young man in his early twenties. He’s far from home, far from his father’s eyes, 
and under immense pressure. But I love his response in Genesis 39:9: "How then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God?"

Joseph didn't just see this as a sin against Potiphar or a breach of social etiquette. He saw it as a sin 
against God. He had an "audience of One" mentality. He realized that even if no human being ever 
found out, God would know.

The Courage to Run

Day after day, this woman pressured him. Finally, she caught him alone and grabbed his garment. 
What did Joseph do? He didn't stay to argue. He didn't try to "reason" with the temptation. He fled. He 
ran out of the house, leaving his cloak behind.

Some might call that "chicken," but the Bible calls it wisdom. The Apostle Paul told Timothy in 2 
Timothy 2:22, "Flee also youthful lusts." Sometimes the bravest thing you can do is run as fast as you 
can in the opposite direction of sin. As the saying goes, "Any dead fish can float downstream; it takes 
a live one to swim against the current." The world is a downstream current. It takes the power of the 
Holy Spirit to swim against the tide of this culture.
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From the Palace to the Prison

Because Joseph refused to sin, he was lied about and thrown into prison. You might look at that and 
say, "Wait a minute, God! He did the right thing! Why is he in jail?"

But look at Genesis 39:21: "But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy." Even in the 
darkest hole in Egypt, Joseph wasn't alone. God was there, giving him favor and prospering his work.

Note: God is more interested in your character than your comfort. He was using the prison to prepare 
Joseph for the throne.

Practical Application: Walking in the Presence

1. Recognize Your Identity: Joseph knew he belonged to God. When temptation comes, ask 
yourself: "How can I, who have been washed by the blood of Christ, return to the filth of the 
world?"

2. Practice the Presence of God: Live with the constant awareness that the Lord is with you. 
There are no "secret" sins in the eyes of an omnipresent God.

3. Be Prepared to Flee: Don't flirt with temptation. Don't see how close you can get to the fire 
without getting burned. If the situation is compromised, get out!

A Challenge for the Believer

Are you going through a "prison" season right now? Maybe you feel abandoned or unfairly treated. 
Be encouraged—the Lord is with you. Don't let your circumstances dictate your faithfulness. Keep 
serving, keep trusting, and keep your integrity intact. God is working a plan that you cannot see yet.

An Invitation to the Unbeliever

Perhaps you’ve been running from God instead of to Him. You’ve tried to find satisfaction in the 
things of this world, but you find yourself a slave to your own desires.

The greatest news in the world is that God loves you so much that He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to 
pay for your sins. Jesus didn't just "flee" sin; He defeated it. He shed His blood on the cross to wash 
away your guilt, and His resurrection proves once and for all that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

He wants to be with you. He wants to lead you out of the prison of sin and into the freedom of His 
grace. Will you turn to Him today?


