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The God Who Sees and Sustains
Genesis 30 and 31

As we continue our way through the Word, we find ourselves right in the middle of a family drama that
makes modern soap operas look tame. But as we look at the lives of Jacob, Rachel, Leah, and
Laban, we see a beautiful truth shining through the mess: God is faithful even when men are not.

In Genesis 30, we see the heartbreak of Rachel. She looks at her sister Leah, who is bearing son
after son, and in her desperation, she cries out to Jacob, "Give me children, or else | die!" (Genesis
30:1, NKJV). Jacob, understandably frustrated, reminds her that he isn’t in the place of God.

The Mess of Human Effort

What follows is a season of competition. Rachel gives her maidservant Bilhah to Jacob; then Leah,
feeling she has stopped bearing, gives her maidservant Zilpah to Jacob. We see names like Dan
(meaning "Judge") and Gad (meaning "A Troop") being born out of this rivalry.

It's easy to look at this and see only the cultural dysfunction, but | want you to notice something. In
verse 21, we see the birth of Dinah. Now, in those days, girls often weren't even mentioned because
society didn't value them. But our God is different.

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for
you are all one in Christ Jesus." (Galatians 3:28, NKJV)

Before the cross, the world was a place of hierarchies and "folding up the tent" when a girl was born.
But Jesus changed everything. He placed an infinite value on every soul. He didn't just come for the
"important” people; He came for you. He loves you so much that He was willing to shed His precious
blood on that cross to redeem you from the pit.

Breeding, Blessing, and the Breakthrough

As we move into the end of chapter 30 and into chapter 31, we see Jacob trying to get away from his
father-in-law, Laban. Laban was a "wheeler-dealer," a man who used enchantments and greed to line
his own pockets.

Jacob makes a deal: he will take the speckled, spotted, and brown sheep as his wages. Laban thinks
he’s won because he removes all the spotted sheep three days' journey away. But Jacob—using a bit
of animal husbandry and a lot of God’s intervention—sees his flocks increase exceedingly.

Genesis 31:12 tells us the secret. God speaks to Jacob in a dream and says, "Lift up your eyes now
and see... for | have seen all that Laban does to you."

Isn't that a comfort?
e God saw the ten times Laban changed Jacob's wages.
e God saw the cold nights and the scorching days Jacob spent in the fields.

e God sees you.

Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 Copyright © 2025-2026 by
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
This teaching is provided freely to all.

It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKIV)

1



Through the Bible
Daily Reading Companion
01-Genesis-Chapter 30

You might feel like you’re being cheated at work or overlooked at home. But the God of Bethel—the
God who meets us in our lowest points—is the one who fights our battles.

The Mizpah Covenant: Not What You Think

Jacob finally flees, and Laban pursues him to Mount Gilead. When they finally settle their dispute,
they set up a heap of stones as a witness. Laban calls it Mizpah.

Many people today use "Mizpah" as a sweet sentiment on jewelry, saying, "The LORD watch
between you and me when we are absent one from another" (Genesis 31:49, NKJV). But in context,
it wasn't a "get well soon" card. It was a warning! Laban was saying, "l can't trust you, and you don't
trust me. So, since | can't keep my eye on you, I'm asking God to be the policeman and watch you so
you don't cross this line!"

It was a boundary. Sometimes, in our walk with the Lord, He has to set boundaries to protect us from
the "Labans" in our lives and even from our own fleshly desires.

Bringing it Home

As we wrap up these chapters, we see Jacob heading back to the Promised Land. He’s wealthy, but
he’s still Jacob. He’s still learning that his cleverness isn't what saves him—it's God’s grace.

A Challenge for the Believer: Are you trying to "manipulate the sheep" today? Are you trying to work
out your own deliverance through your own schemes? | want to challenge you to rest in the "God of
Bethel." Stop wrestling with your "sisters" or your "Labans" and start resting in the finished work of
Jesus Christ.

An Invitation to the Seeker: Maybe you feel like Rachel—desperate and empty. Or maybe you feel
like Jacob—on the run and tired of the games. Jesus Christ died on that cross for your sins. He shed
His blood to wash you white as snow. And when He rose from the grave three days later, He proved
once and for all that He is God, Savior, and Lord. He wants to give you a fresh start. He wants to take
you out of "Laban’s house" and bring you into His family.
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