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Introduction

In our previous study, we witnessed one of the most beautiful pictures of divine providence in all of 
holy writ—the journey of Abraham’s servant to find a bride for Isaac. We saw Rebekah step out in 
faith, declaring, "I will go," and we watched Isaac meet her in the field at eventide, giving us a glorious 
picture of Christ receiving His Bride, the Church. 

Here we mark the end of an era in the life of Abraham—a man who was far from perfect, but who 
walked with God and trusted His Word. As the narrative transitions from the great patriarch to the 
next generation, we are reminded of a timeless truth: men may pass away, but the promises of God 
stand forever.

As we examine this passage together today, three vital themes emerge directly from the text:

First, we see The Sovereignty of God’s Plan and the Line of Promise, as Abraham’s later years unfold 
with new sons born to Keturah, showing how God works through imperfect human lives while 
faithfully preserving the covenant inheritance exclusively through Isaac.

Second, we observe The End of an Era and a Legacy of Faith, marking Abraham’s death at one 
hundred and seventy-five years old—a man satisfied with days, laid to rest in the Cave of Machpelah 
alongside Sarah, testifying even in death that his hope was anchored in the eternal city whose builder 
and maker is God.

Finally, we examine The Promise Kept to Ishmael and God’s Unfailing Word, observing how the Holy 
Spirit faithfully records the fulfillment of God’s pledge to Ishmael’s line before shifting the narrative 
focus back to Isaac, through whom the Savior of the world would come.

Bible Study

In Genesis 25:1-18, we reach a "passing of the baton" moment. It’s a transition from the life of the 
great patriarch to the next generation, reminding us that while men pass away, the promises of God 
stand forever.

The Sovereignty of God’s Plan

Genesis 25:1-6 Even in his later years, we see Abraham’s life continuing to unfold. He takes a wife 
named Keturah, and through her, more sons are born. Now, the Bible is always honest about the 
flaws of its heroes. In 1 Chronicles 1:32, Keturah is referred to as a concubine, and verse 6 here 
suggests she held a different status than Sarah.

As we study the Bible "verse by verse, chapter by chapter," we see that God records these marital 
irregularities without ever endorsing them. We need to remember, the Bible had not been written and 
Abraham was trusting in the promises that God had given him. Abraham did not know that God’s 
design has always been one man and one woman for one lifetime. Yet, notice the grace of God: He 
still uses broken people to accomplish His divine will. Abraham gives gifts to these other sons, but he 
ensures that the inheritance—the line of the Promise—stays with Isaac.
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The End of an Era

Genesis 25:7-11 At 175 years old, Abraham "breathed his last." What a beautiful phrase. He was 
"satisfied with days." He had seen the faithfulness of God from Ur of the Chaldeans all the way to the 
birth of the promised son. He was buried in the cave of Machpelah, joined once again with Sarah.

This wasn't just a funeral; it was a testimony. Even in death, Abraham was looking forward to the city 
whose builder and maker is God.

The Promise Kept to Ishmael

Genesis 25:12-18 We also see the record of Ishmael’s descendants. Why does the Holy Spirit 
include this? Because God is a promise-keeper. Back in Genesis 17:20, God told Abraham that He 
would bless Ishmael and that he would beget twelve princes. Here, we see those twelve names 
listed. God doesn't forget a single word He speaks. However, once Ishmael’s genealogy is recorded, 
the narrative shifts. The focus returns to Isaac, for it is through Isaac’s line that the Savior of the world 
would eventually come.

Practical Application: What Are You Leaving Behind?

Abraham left gifts to his other sons, but he left the promise to Isaac. We spend so much time 
worrying about what we will leave to our children in terms of money or property, but are we concerned 
with what we are leaving in them?

 Live by Faith: Abraham’s legacy wasn't his wealth; it was his relationship with God.

 Prioritize the Promise: Ensure your life is centered on the things of eternal value, not just the 
temporal comforts of this world.

A Challenge for the Believer

Are you resting in the finished work of Christ, or are you trying to "help" God out through your own 
efforts? Abraham’s life shows us that God’s plan moves forward regardless of our stumbles. I 
challenge you this week to surrender your "Ishmaels"—those things you’ve tried to birth in your own 
strength—and wait on the Lord for His "Isaac" in your life.

An Invitation to New Life

Maybe you’re reading this today and you realize you don't have the peace that Abraham had. You’re 
not "satisfied with your days." Friend, there is a Savior who loves you.

Jesus Christ came to this earth, lived a perfect life, and shed His blood on the cross to pay for every 
sin you have ever committed. He died in your place, but the story didn't end in a cave like Abraham’s. 
Three days later, He rose from the grave, and that resurrection declares to the whole universe that 
He is God, Savior, and Lord.

If you want to know Him today, simply turn from your way and turn to Him. Ask Him to forgive you and 
be the Lord of your life. He is waiting with open arms.


