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Introduction

We saw Abraham stumble in a moment of fear down in Gerar, relying on his own human schemes 
rather than trusting in the Lord's protection. Yet, through it all, God proved faithful and protected His 
covenant line. Now, as we step into Genesis chapter twenty-one, the long season of waiting finally 
comes to an end. God breaks through human impossibility and fulfills the promise He made decades 
prior: the son of promise is born!

As we read this chapter together, three rich themes emerge directly from the text:

First, we behold The Joy of the Promised Son and the Conflict of the Flesh, as Isaac is born into 
Abraham and Sarah's home, bringing incredible joy—yet also bringing to a head the inevitable clash 
between Ishmael, representing human effort, and Isaac, representing the sovereign grace of God.

Second, we observe God’s Care in the Wilderness, seeing the deep tenderness of our God as He 
hears the cry of Hagar and Ishmael in their moment of desperation, opening her eyes to a well of 
water in the desert and reminding us that He is a God who hears and provides even in our darkest 
wanderings.

Finally, we examine The Well of the Oath and Living as a Witness, looking at Abraham's honest 
dealings with Abimelech at Beersheba, where he plants a tamarisk tree and calls upon the Lord, the 
Everlasting God—marking his journey as a pilgrim who lives by worship and integrity before a 
watching world.

Bible Study

Please turn with me in your Bible to Genesis chapter twenty-one, as we begin in verse one.

I. The Joy of the Promised Son (Genesis 21:1-10)

The chapter opens with those wonderful words: "And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said." God is 
a promise-keeper. When Isaac was born, Abraham and Sarah named him "laughter." You can just 
imagine the scene—after decades of waiting, the tent was no longer silent; it was filled with the cry of 
a newborn and the laughter of a mother who thought her time for joy had passed.

However, where there is the work of the Spirit, the flesh often rebels. At Isaac’s weaning feast, Sarah 
caught Ishmael mocking the young child. Now, this wasn't just sibling rivalry. The Apostle Paul tells us 
in Galatians 4:29 that this was a picture of the flesh persecuting the Spirit.

A Pastoral Perspective: In our own lives, we see this same tension. Ishmael represents our efforts to 
do things our way—by the law and human strength. Isaac represents the promise—the grace of God 
received by faith. You cannot mix the two. You cannot live a life that is "half-Jesus and half-me." The 
"bondwoman" and her son must be cast out because grace and law cannot share the same throne in 
your heart.

II. God’s Care in the Wilderness (Genesis 21:11-21)

Abraham’s heart was heavy. He loved Ishmael. But God, in His tenderness, told Abraham to listen to 
Sarah and trust Him with the boy’s future. When Hagar and Ishmael were wandering in the desert, 
out of water and out of hope, God did something beautiful. He heard the voice of the lad.
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Isn't it wonderful that the name "Ishmael" means "God hears"? Even when we are in the wilderness 
because of our own choices or the choices of others, God hears. He opened Hagar’s eyes to see a 
well that was already there.

Practical Note: Often, the provision we need is already nearby, but our eyes are blinded by our tears 
or our fears. We need to ask the Lord to open our eyes to the "well" He has provided in the middle of 
our desert.

III. The Well of the Oath (Genesis 21:22-34)

Finally, we see Abraham dealing with the world around him—specifically Abimelech. There was a 
dispute over a well, but Abraham handled it with integrity and a covenant. He named the place 
Beersheba, the "Well of the Oath."

Abraham didn't just take the land; he planted a tamarisk tree and called on the name of the LORD, 
the Everlasting God. He was a man who lived as a pilgrim, but he marked his journey by worship. He 
knew that this world was not his final home, yet he was a witness to those around him that God was 
with him in everything he did.

The Challenge for the Believer

My challenge to you is this: Stop trying to "birth" your own blessings. We spend so much energy 
trying to make things happen in our own strength, creating "Ishmaels" that only bring strife later on. 
Are you resting in the promises of God today, or are you trying to force His hand? Trust His timing. If 
He said He would do it, He will do it. Cast out the legalism, cast out the self-reliance, and walk in the 
liberty of the Spirit.

The Invitation to the Unbeliever

If you are reading this and you don’t know this "Everlasting God," I want you to know that He loves 
you. We see in Isaac a "type" or a picture of the Ultimate Son of Promise, Jesus Christ.

Just as Isaac was the long-awaited son, Jesus came at the perfect time. He went to a cross where 
He shed His precious blood to pay the price for every wrong thing you have ever done. He died in 
your place, but the story didn't end in a tomb. The resurrection of Jesus Christ declares to the entire 
universe that He is God, Savior, and Lord!

The Bible says in Romans 10:9 (NKJV): "that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." You don't have to 
wander in the desert of sin anymore. There is a well of living water waiting for you. Will you turn from 
your way and trust in Him today?


