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Introduction

As we continue our journey through the book of Genesis, we arrive at a sobering chapter. God does

not sugarcoat history in His Word. He reveals human sin in all its grit and consequences, but through
it all, He reveals His own heart: the heart of a Judge who is perfectly just, and a Savior who is rich in

mercy.

In the previous chapter, we heard Abraham intercede before the Lord, asking that foundational
question: "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Now, as we turn to Genesis chapter nineteen,
we see that prayer answered as God'’s holy judgment falls upon the cities of the plain. Yet even in the
midst of fiery judgment, we see the amazing, mercy of God pulling Lot out of the destruction.

As we examine this profound chapter together today, three vital truths emerge directly from the text:

First, we will consider The Character of the Judge and Deliverance from Wrath, observing how God’s
perfect justice and mercy work together, distinguishing between the righteous and the wicked, and
demonstrating that while believers face tribulation in the world, God knows how to deliver His children
before His direct wrath falls.

Second, we will examine The Corruption of the World and the Danger of Compromise, tracing Lot’s
trajectory from pitching his tent toward Sodom to sitting in its gates, seeing how worldly compromise
erodes a believer's testimony, corrupts moral judgment, and leaves a family vulnerable to spiritual
ruin.

Finally, we will heed The Urgent Call to Flee and Not Lingering, looking at Lot hesitation at the very
brink of destruction, his wife’s tragic longing for a condemned world, and the loving mercy of God that
reaches out to grab us by the hand and rescue us from judgment.

Bible Study
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As we open up the Word, we see that God doesn’t sugarcoat history. He shows us the grit, the sin,
and the consequences, but He also shows us His heart—the heart of a Judge who is perfecitly just,
and a Savior who is rich in mercy.

The Character of the Judge

As we look at the beginning of this account, we remember Abraham’s intercession from the previous
chapter. Abraham’s plea was simple: "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (Genesis 18:25).
This is the bedrock of our faith. We live in a world that loves to put God on trial. People ask, "How can
a loving God judge anyone?" But we have to understand that God’s love and His justice aren't at
odds; they meet perfectly at the Cross.

God is totally fair. When He judges, it is absolutely just. Abraham worried that the righteous would be
swept away with the wicked, but God showed that He knows how to distinguish between the two. He
told Abraham that even for ten righteous people, He would spare the whole city.
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Persecution vs. Wrath

Now, we need to make a distinction here that is vital for our walk. Jesus told us in John 16:33 (NKJV),
"In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world." The church
has always faced tribulation. From the early martyrs to believers today in restricted nations, the
world’s system hates the light.

But there is a difference between the tribulation of the world and the wrath of God. The world hates
you because you belong to Jesus. But the judgment we see in Genesis nineteen is the direct wrath of
God against sin. And notice the pattern: God delivered that "righteous man" Lot before the fire fell.
Peter tells us in 2 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) that "the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations
and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment.” Just as Lot was pulled out
before the brimstone fell, we can trust that our God is consistent. He does not pour His wrath upon
His own children.

The Corruption of the World

When the angels entered Sodom, they found Lot sitting in the gate. Now, the gate was the place of
business and government. Lot had moved from "pitching his tent toward Sodom" to becoming a part
of its leadership.

We see the depth of Sodom’s depravity in the way they treated the visitors, but we also see the tragic
"rub-off" effect on Lot. When the mob surrounded his house, Lot offered his own daughters to them.
I's shocking. It shows us that you cannot live in the midst of corruption without it affecting your own
moral compass.

We live in a day where we are bombarded by the world's values. If you stand for biblical morality in a
university or a workplace, you're called narrow or bigoted. The pressure to "tolerate" everything is
immense. But look at Lot—his compromise didn't save his family; it cost him his family. When he
finally tried to warn his sons-in-law, they thought he was joking. He had lost his testimony because he
had lived like the world for too long.

The Danger of Lingering

In Genesis 19:16 (NKJV), there is a phrase that should shake us: "And while he lingered..." Even with
judgment coming, Lot hesitated. The angels literally had to grab his hand and the hands of his family
and pull them out.

The Lord was being merciful to him. But then we have that haunting warning: "Remember Lot’s wife"
(Luke 17:32, NKJV). She wasn't just glancing back; she was longing back. Her heart was still in the
city, and she was lost in the judgment.

Practical Application for the Believer

Where is your tent pitched today? Are you "lingering" in areas of your life that you know God has
called you to leave?

e Examine your testimony: Is your life so similar to the world that when you speak of Jesus,
people think you're "mocking" or joking?
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e Guard your home: Lot’s children were swallowed by the culture because Lot didn't set a clear
spiritual boundary. We must lead our families with a firm, loving commitment to God’s Word.

A Challenge to the Church

The smoke Abraham saw rising like a furnace is a reminder that God’s patience has an end. Our
challenge is to be intercessors like Abraham, but also messengers like the angels—warning people
that there is a way of escape. We cannot be silent while the world moves toward judgment.

An Invitation to the Unbeliever

If you are reading this and you don't know Jesus, | want you to look at the cross. We see the
judgment of God against sin in Sodom, but on the cross, Jesus took that judgment for you. When He
shed His blood, He paid the price for every wicked thing we've ever done. He died the death we
deserved.

But the story didn't end in the grave! The resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. He
is alive today, and He is holding out His hand to pull you out of the "city of destruction." Don't linger.
Don't look back. Give your life to Him today and find the peace that only the Savior can provide.
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