Through the Bible
Daily Reading Companion
01-Genesis-Chapter 18

Introduction

In Genesis 17, we witnessed the Lord confirm His covenant with Abraham, changing his name and
promising that he would be the father of many nations. Now, in chapter eighteen, we find Abraham
sitting in the heat of the day by the door of his tent in the plains of Mamre. Out of nowhere, three
visitors appear. What begins as an act of heartfelt hospitality quickly becomes a divine encounter:
Abraham finds himself face-to-face with the Lord Himself—a Christophany, a pre-incarnate
appearance of Jesus Christ—along with two attending angels.

As we look at this remarkable passage today, three profound truths emerge directly from the text:

First, we see The Guest at the Tent Door and Freedom in Faith, where the Lord accepts Abraham’s
joyful hospitality, reminding us that our walk with God is rooted in a sincere heart of faith rather than
rigid, legalistic man-made traditions.

Second, we encounter The Promise of Grace and the Power of God, as the Lord confronts Sarah’s
quiet unbelief behind the tent door with that life-altering declaration—*Is anything too hard for the
LORD?"—calling us to take our eyes off impossible human circumstances and fix them on our
almighty Savior.

Finally, we observe The Heart of Intercession and the Justice of the Judge, where Abraham stands
before the Lord interceding for the city of Sodom, demonstrating both the power of a righteous
remnant and the compassionate heart of a God who takes no pleasure in judgment, but provides a
way of deliverance for His own.

Bible Study
The Guest at the Tent Door

In Genesis 18 we learn of a remarkable moment in the life of Abraham. It's a hot day in the plains of
Mamre—the kind of heat that makes you want to just sit in the shade of your tent and stay still. But as
Abraham is sitting there, he looks up and sees three men standing nearby.

Now, Abraham doesn’t just wave; he runs. Even in the heat, he’s moved by a heart of hospitality. He
bows down and says, "My Lord, if | have found favor in Your sight, do not pass by Your servant." He
offers water for their feet and a "morsel of bread," but then he goes out and prepares a feast—a
tender calf, butter, and milk.

A Lesson in Liberty

It's interesting to note that Abraham serves meat and dairy together. If you talk to some folks today
who are very caught up in tradition, they’d tell you this isn't "kosher." They base that on a command in
the Law not to cook a young goat in its mother’s milk. But friend, let’s not "strain at a gnat." God’s
intent wasn't a complex dietary prohibition; it was a call to avoid a specific pagan practice. Here is
Abraham, the father of the faithful, serving this meal, and the Lord Himself is eating it! It reminds us
that our relationship with God is based on a heart of faith, not the legalistic traditions of men.
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As they eat, the Lord asks, "Where is Sarah your wife?" Then He makes a staggering promise:
Sarah, who is well past the years of childbearing, is going to have a son. Sarah is eavesdropping
behind the tent door, and when she hears this, she laughs to herself. She’s looking at the biological
facts—she’s old, Abraham is old. From a human standpoint, it's impossible.

But the Lord asks the defining question of the Bible: "Is anything too hard for Jehovah?" (Genesis
18:14, NKJV).

What a word for us today! We often laugh—maybe not out loud, but in our hearts—when we face a
"mountain” in our lives. We look at the bank account, the medical report, or the broken relationship,
and we say, "It's over." But we’re looking at the human horizontal level. God wants us to look at the
vertical. He is able to do "exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think" (Ephesians 3:20,
NKJV).

The Pre-Incarnate Christ and Intercession

The text tells us that "Jehovah" remained with Abraham while the two angels went toward Sodom.
Now, we know from John 1:18 (NKJV) that "No one has seen God at any time." So, who is this
appearing in human form, eating with Abraham and speaking face-to-face? This is what we call a
Christophany—a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ.

As the Lord prepares to judge Sodom for its grievous sin, Abraham begins to intercede. His plea is
based on the very character of God: "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (Genesis 18:25,
NKJV).

Abraham bargains with God: "If there are fifty righteous, will You spare it?" Then forty-five, forty, thirty,
twenty... down to ten. God agrees every time. This shows us two things:

1. The Power of the Remnant: A few righteous people can hold back the judgment of God on a
society. You are the "salt of the earth." Your presence in your workplace, your school, and
your neighborhood matters more than you know.

2. The Heart of God: God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked. He is patient, not willing
that any should perish.

The Great Deliverance

Abraham’s premise was simple: God will not destroy the righteous with the wicked. We see this
pattern throughout Scripture. Before the flood, Noah was tucked safely in the Ark. Before the fire fell
on Sodom, the angels literally took Lot by the hand and led him out.

As we look at the world today, we see the "cry of Sodom" rising again. Sin is grievous, and judgment
is coming. But we serve a God who knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and reserve
the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment (2 Peter 2:9, NKJV). We can have peace
knowing that our Father does not appoint His children to wrath.

Practical Application & Challenge

For the Believer: Are you like Abraham, standing in the gap for your "Sodom"? Who are you
interceding for today? Don’t give up on that rebellious child or that hardened coworker. Keep praying.
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Also, ask yourself: Is there anything in my life I've decided is "too hard" for God? Bring it back to Him
today.

The Invitation: Maybe you're reading this and you feel like you're living in Sodom—not just the
location, but the state of mind. You feel the weight of sin and the fear of judgment. Here is the Good
News: Jesus Christ, the same Jehovah who spoke with Abraham, came to earth in the flesh. He shed
His precious blood on the cross to pay for every sin you've ever committed.

He didn't stay in the grave. His resurrection declares to the entire universe that He is God, Savior,
and Lord. He is the only way out before the judgment comes. If you will turn from your sin and put
your trust in Him, He will save you right where you are.
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