40-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Matthew Chapter 27

As we step into Matthew 27, we encounter the most solemn and pivotal moments in human
history—the trial, suffering, and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. This chapter forces us to consider our
own responses to Jesus, as every character in the narrative serves as a mirror reflecting the choices
we make in relation to Him.

Jesus Handed Over to Pilate (Verses 1-2)

The Jewish leaders had already determined Jesus must die, but since they had no legal authority to
execute Him, they bound Him and took Him to Pilate, the Roman governor. Their motivations were
clear: not justice, but jealousy. They manipulated the system to ensure His death.

Personal Reflection: How often do we see people today who, out of envy or self-preservation,
manipulate circumstances to maintain their power or status? Are there ways we ourselves act out of
jealousy or self-interest rather than truth and justice?

Judas’ Remorse and Suicide (Verses 3-10)

Judas, realizing the horror of his betrayal, tries to return the thirty pieces of silver, declaring, “l have
sinned in that | have betrayed innocent blood” (v. 4). Yet, his remorse does not lead to true
repentance. Overcome with guilt, he hangs himself. Meanwhile, the religious leaders coldly dismiss
him and use the blood money to buy the potter’s field, fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy (Zech. 11:12-
13).

Personal Reflection: Judas had worldly sorrow, not godly repentance. How do we handle guilt? Do
we allow it to lead us to repentance and restoration, or does it drive us into despair? We must
remember that true repentance involves turning back to God, not just feeling regret.

Jesus Before Pilate (Verses 11-26)

Jesus stands before Pilate, accused falsely. He remains silent, fulfilling Isaiah 53:7, “As a sheep
before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.” Pilate knows Jesus is innocent but
succumbs to political pressure. The crowd, stirred by the religious leaders, demands Barabbas’
release and Jesus’ crucifixion.

Pilate, in a symbolic act, washes his hands, attempting to absolve himself of guilt. But external
cleansing does not remove inner corruption. The people cry, “His blood be on us and on our
children!”—a statement whose ramifications would tragically unfold in Jewish history.

Personal Reflection: Pilate faced a choice—truth or expedience. How often do we do what is
politically or socially convenient rather than what is right? Have we ever tried to excuse ourselves
from responsibility by simply “washing our hands” of a matter rather than standing for truth?

Jesus is Mocked and Led to Crucifixion (Verses 27-32)

Jesus is scourged—a brutal beating that often led to death itself. The soldiers mock Him, pressing a
crown of thorns into His head and bowing in false worship.

Simon of Cyrene is compelled to carry the cross. Though initially forced, he later becomes identified
with the early church (Mark 15:21), showing how an encounter with Jesus can transform an unwilling
participant into a devoted disciple.

01

Copyright © 2024-2025
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



40-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Matthew Chapter 27

Personal Reflection: Have we ever found ourselves carrying an unexpected burden, only to later
realize God was using it to draw us closer to Him? Like Simon, we must embrace the cross,
understanding its power to transform.

The Crucifixion (Verses 33-56)

Jesus is crucified at Golgotha. He is offered a pain-numbing drink but refuses, choosing to fully
experience the suffering of sin’s penalty. The soldiers gamble for His garments, fulfilling Psalm
22:18.

As Jesus hangs on the cross, the crowd mocks Him, unknowingly speaking deep spiritual truth: “He
saved others; Himself He cannot save.” Indeed, by choosing not to save Himself, He was securing
our salvation.

Darkness covers the land, and Jesus cries out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (v.
46). In that moment, He bore the weight of sin, experiencing separation from the Father so we never
have to. Then, declaring “It is finished” (John 19:30), He surrenders His spirit.

At His death, the veil in the temple is torn, symbolizing direct access to God through Christ. The
earth shakes, rocks split, and graves open, affirming the cosmic significance of this moment.

Personal Reflection: Jesus suffered unimaginable pain, both physically and spiritually, for us. Do
we truly grasp the depth of His sacrifice? Have we accepted the access to God that His death
provided, or do we still act as though we must earn our way into His presence?

Jesus’ Burial (Verses 57-66)

Joseph of Arimathea, a secret disciple, courageously asks for Jesus’ body and buries Him in a new
tomb. Meanwhile, the religious leaders remember Jesus’ prophecy of resurrection and request a
guard at the tomb, sealing it to prevent fraud.

Personal Reflection: Joseph risked his reputation and standing to honor Jesus. Are we willing to
stand for Jesus, even when it’s inconvenient or costly? The religious leaders tried to stop the
inevitable, but no stone could keep Jesus from rising. Are we trying to block God’s plans in our own
lives?

Final Thought:

Matthew 27 presents us with multiple responses to Jesus—betrayal, rejection, cowardice, mockery,
but also faithfulness and devotion. The question is, what will we do with Jesus?

Will we, like Pilate, wash our hands of responsibility? Like the crowd, follow popular opinion? Like
Joseph and the faithful women, remain steadfast even in the darkest moments? Our choice
determines our destiny.

As we reflect on the cross, may we surrender fully to the One who gave everything for us, embracing
the new life He offers.
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