40-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Matthew Chapter 21

The King’s Arrival, Authority, and Judgment

As Jesus enters Jerusalem, He moves decisively toward the fulfillment of His mission. This chapter
marks the beginning of His final week before the crucifixion, known as Passion Week. Every moment
is filled with deep symbolism and powerful lessons for us today.

1. The Triumphal Entry: Welcoming the King (Matthew 21:1-11)

As Jesus and His disciples approach Jerusalem, they come to Bethphage, near the Mount of Olives.
Jesus sends two disciples to retrieve a donkey and her colt, telling them,

"The Lord has need of them."”

This moment fulfills the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9, which said:
"Behold, your King comes to you, meek, and sitting upon a donkey."
Significance of the Donkey

A conquering king would normally ride a war horse, but Jesus deliberately chooses a humble donkey
to show that He is a different kind of King. He comes not in force, butin peace and humility.

As Jesus enters the city, the crowd erupts in praise, crying:
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!"

This is a direct reference to Psalm 118:25-26, a messianic prophecy. They recognize Jesus as the
promised Messiah!

Personal Application:
e |sJesus truly my King? Do | welcome Him into every area of my life, or do | hold parts back?
e Dol seek power and recognition, or do | follow Jesus’ example of humility?

e Do I worship Him only when things are going well, or is my faith unwavering? The same crowd
that shouted "Hosanna!" would later shout, "Crucify Him!"

2. Cleansing the Temple: Righteous Anger (Matthew 21:12-17)

Upon entering Jerusalem, Jesus goes straight to the temple—not to be crowned, but to cleanse it.
He overturns the tables of the moneychangers and drives out those selling animals, declaring:

"My house shall be called a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves!"

Why Was Jesus So Angry?
¢ The moneychangers were overcharging people, exploiting their desire to worship.
e The priests allowed corruption in the very place meant for worship.

e God’s house was meant to be a place of prayer and healing, but instead, it had become a
marketplace.
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Immediately after cleansing the temple, the blind and lame come to Jesus, and He heals them. The
chief priests and scribes witness these miracles but are offended instead of amazed.

Personal Application:

e Does my life reflect a heart of true worship, or have | allowed distractions and selfish motives
to take over?

e Arethere areas in my life that Jesus needs to "cleanse"? Am | willing to let Him?

e Do lrespond with gratitude when | see God at work, or do | resist Him like the religious
leaders?

3. The Withered Fig Tree: The Danger of Empty Religion (Matthew 21:18-22)

The next morning, as Jesus walks toward Jerusalem, He sees a fig tree full of leaves but bearing no
fruit. Finding it barren, He curses it, and it withers instantly.

What Does This Mean?

The fig tree represents Israel—full of religious activity but spiritually fruitless. It also warns any
believer who appears outwardly righteous but lacks a genuine relationship with God.

"If you have faith and do not doubt... whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”
Personal Application:
e Am producing spiritual fruit (love, kindness, obedience), or am | just "looking the part"?
e Do ltrulytrust God in prayer, or do | let doubt rule my heart?
o |f God examined my life today, would He find fruit or just leaves?
4. Jesus’ Authority Challenged (Matthew 21:23-27)
The religious leaders demand,
"By what authority do You do these things?"
Instead of answering directly, Jesus asks:
"The baptism of John—was it from heaven or men?"

Knowing that admitting John’s authority would expose their hypocrisy, they refuse to answer. Jesus,
in turn, refuses to answer them.
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Personal Application:
e Dol acceptlesus' authority over my life, or do | resist it like the religious leaders?
¢ Am | willing to stand for truth, even when itis uncomfortable?
o Do ltryto avoid conviction instead of humbly seeking the truth?
5. The Parable of the Two Sons (Matthew 21:28-32)
Jesus tells a parable:
¢ One sonrefuses to obey his father but later repents and obeys.
e The other son agrees to obey but never does.
Jesus then asks, "Which son did the will of the father?"
They answer: "The first.”
Jesus then exposes their hypocrisy:
"Tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom before you, because they repented, but you did not."
Key Lesson:
Lip service is meaningless. God desires a changed heart, not empty words.
Personal Application:
e Dol talkabout serving God but fail to take action?
o Amlwilling to repent, even if ’'ve messed up in the past?
e Amltruly walking in obedience, or just pretending to?
6. The Parable of the Wicked Tenants (Matthew 21:33-46)

Jesus tells another parable about a landowner who leases his vineyard to wicked tenants. When the
owner sends servants to collect the harvest, the tenants beat, stone, and kill them. Finally, the
owner sends his own son, thinking they will respect him—but instead, they kill him too.

"What will the owner do?" Jesus asks.
The religious leaders condemn the tenants—not realizing the parable is about them! Jesus explains:
"The kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to those who produce fruit."

They realize Jesus is talking about them and begin plotting to kill Him.
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Key Lessons:

e God expects fruit from His people. He blesses us not for our sake, but so we can bless
others.

o Rejecting Jesus brings judgment. The Jewish leaders rejected Him—and the kingdom was
opened to the Gentiles.

e Jesusisthe cornerstone. Those who build their lives on Him will be secure; those who reject
Him will be crushed.

Personal Application:
e |sJesusthe cornerstone of my life? Or have | rejected Him in certain areas?
e Am producing spiritual fruit, or just living for myself?
o Dol seethe gospel as a privilege or something to take for granted?
Final Reflections: Where Do | Stand?
Matthew 21 presents a clear challenge:
1. lIsJesus myKing?
o The crowds praised Him but later rejected Him. Do | welcome Him fully into my life?
2. s my faith real or just outward religion?
o Thefig tree looked healthy but was fruitless. Does my life bear fruit for God?
3. Dol submitto Jesus' authority?

o Thereligious leaders questioned Jesus but refused to listen. Do | let Jesus rule my
life?

4. Am | producing fruit for God’s kingdom?

o Thevineyard tenants rejected the landowner’s call. Am | using my life for God’s
purposes?

"Whoever falls on this stone will be broken, but on whomever it falls, it will crush him." (Matthew
21:44)

Would | rather humbly surrender to Jesus today, or risk facing His judgment later?
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