40-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Matthew Chapter 17—Elijah verses John the Baptist

Elijah and John the Baptist share several striking similarities, both in their roles as prophets and in
their spiritual characteristics. Here are some key parallels:

1. Their Call to Repentance

e Elijah: Called Israel to repent from idolatry, specifically Baal worship, and return to the true
worship of Yahweh (1 Kings 18).

e Johnthe Baptist: Called people to repentance in preparation for the coming of the Messiah
(Matthew 3:1-2, Luke 3:3-8).

2. Their Boldness Before Kings

e Elijah: Confronted King Ahab and Queen Jezebel, exposing their wickedness and idolatry (1
Kings 17-21).

e Johnthe Baptist: Boldly rebuked King Herod Antipas for his unlawful marriage to Herodias,
which ultimately led to his imprisonment and execution (Mark 6:17-29).

3. Their Time in the Wilderness
e Elijah: Lived in the wilderness, fed by ravens at the Brook Cherith (1 Kings 17:3-6).

¢ Johnthe Baptist: Lived in the wilderness, eating locusts and wild honey, wearing camel’s hair
(Matthew 3:4).

4. Their Rough Appearance
o Elijah: Described as a hairy man with a leather belt (2 Kings 1:8).

e Johnthe Baptist: Wore camel’s hair and a leather belt (Matthew 3:4), resembling Elijah’s
appearance.

5. Their Power and Miraculous Signs

e Elijah: Performed miracles, such as calling fire from heaven, multiplying a widow’s flour and
oil, and raising a child from the dead (1 Kings 17-18).

¢ Johnthe Baptist: Did not perform miracles (John 10:41), but his message and baptism had
great spiritual power, turning many to righteousness.

6. Their Role in Preparing for the Lord

e Elijah: Turned Israel’s hearts back to God, symbolically "preparing the way" for divine
intervention (1 Kings 18:36-39).

¢ Johnthe Baptist: Literally prepared the way for Jesus Christ, fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy
(Isaiah 40:3, Matthew 3:3).
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7. Their Connection in Prophecy

e The Prophetic Return of Elijah: Malachi prophesied that Elijah would return before the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ, paving the way for the great and terrible Day of the Lord
(Malachi 4:5-6). Many biblical scholars believe that Elijah will fulfill this prophecy as one of
the two supernatural witnesses described in the end-times narrative of Revelation 11:3-12.

¢ Johnthe Baptist’s Role as Elijah: Jesus identified John as fulfilling Elijah’s role in a spiritual
sense (Matthew 11:14, 17:11-13), though Elijah himself will still return in the end times
(Revelation 11:3-6, where one of the two witnesses resembles Elijah’s miracles).

8. Their Endings

e Elijah: Did not die but was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:11).

e Johnthe Baptist: Was martyred by beheading at Herod’s command (Mark 6:27-28).
Summary and Personal Application

Both Elijah and John the Baptist exemplified a life of courage, commitment, and confrontation of sin.
Their ministries were marked by unwavering faithfulness to God, even in the face of persecution. As
believers, we can learn from their example:

e Bebold in standing for truth. Elijah and John did not fear kings or public opinion.
e Live a life set apart. Both prophets lived simply, depending fully on God.

e Prepare the way for the Lord. Just as John prepared for Jesus' first coming, we are called to
prepare others for His second coming.
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