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Revelation 12:1–17 

The Conflict Behind History: The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon 

Revelation chapter 12 pulls back the curtain. It shows us the spiritual conflict that has been 
unfolding behind the scenes of human history from the fall of Adam. What we see here explains the 
hostility against Christ, the suffering of God’s people, antisemitism, and the relentless opposition to 
God’s purposes. 

This is not myth. It is revelation. It is heaven’s perspective on earthly events. 

I. The Woman and the Child (Revelation 12:1–5) 

John writes: 

“Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a garland of twelve stars” (Revelation 12:1). 

There have been many interpretations of the woman in Revelation 12:1. In Roman Catholic art, she 
is often portrayed as the Virgin Mary, standing on a crescent moon with twelve stars around her 
head. However, the text describes her as “a great sign.” The language signals symbolism rather than 
a single literal individual. 

Some Protestant interpreters have suggested that the woman represents the church. While 
Scripture does describe the church as the bride of Christ, it never portrays the church as a woman 
giving birth to the Messiah. In fact, the church was brought into being by God through the finished 
work of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The church did not give 
birth to Christ; Christ brought forth the church. 

Others, such as Mary Baker Eddy (founder of the Christian Science cult), claimed the woman 
referred to herself and that the male child symbolized her religious movement. But Scripture must 
interpret Scripture. The best commentary on the Bible is the Bible itself. 

In Genesis 37:9, Joseph recounts a dream: 

“Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed 
down to me.” 

In that dream, the sun represented Jacob, the moon represented Rachel, and the stars represented 
the twelve tribes of Israel. The imagery in Revelation 12—a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and a crown of twelve stars—echoes Joseph’s dream. The parallel strongly 
indicates that the woman represents the nation of Israel. 

Throughout Scripture, Israel is often depicted in feminine terms: 

• In Isaiah 54, Israel is described as a barren woman. 
• In Jeremiah 3, she is portrayed as an unfaithful wife. 
• In Ezekiel 16, she is pictured as a woman who turned to harlotry. 
• In Hosea 2, she is called an unfaithful spouse whom the Lord will ultimately restore. 
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This consistent imagery reinforces the identification of the woman as Israel. 

Revelation 12:2 says: 

“Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.” 

From the beginning, God’s purpose for Israel was redemptive. Through Abraham, the Lord promised, 
“In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). The Messiah would come 
through Abraham’s line, and specifically through the house of David. God was shaping history—
forming a people, preserving a lineage, and preparing the way for His Son. 

Israel was chosen—but chosen for a purpose. Chosen to carry the promises, the covenants, and the 
Scriptures. Chosen to be the human instrument through whom the Savior would come into the 
world. Their calling was not rooted in favoritism but in function. Through them, God would reveal His 
faithfulness to all nations. 

Revelation continues: 

“She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to 
God and His throne” (Revelation 12:5). 

From Israel came the Messiah—Jesus Christ. He came according to the flesh through the line of 
David. He shed His blood for our redemption and rose from the dead, declaring that He is Lord. 

Yet the tragedy of history is that when the Messiah came, many did not receive Him. The rejection of 
Jesus did not happen in isolation. The prophets had been sent repeatedly, calling the nation to 
repentance and faithfulness, but they were resisted, persecuted, and often killed. The coming of 
Christ revealed both the faithfulness of God and the hardness of the human heart. 

Even so, God’s purposes were not thwarted. Through the birth, death, resurrection, and ascension of 
Jesus, redemption was accomplished exactly as God had planned. 

Jesus illustrated this sobering truth in a parable. He spoke of a landowner who planted a vineyard 
and entrusted it to tenants. When harvest time came, he sent servants to collect the fruit, but the 
tenants beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Finally, he said, “I will send my son. They will 
respect my son.” But when they saw the son, they said, “This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and 
seize his inheritance.” When Jesus asked what the owner would do, the answer was clear: judgment 
would follow such rebellion. 

The parable exposed a painful reality—the servants represented the prophets, and the son 
represented Christ Himself. Stephen later echoed this truth when he declared, “Which of the 
prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just 
One” (Acts 7:52). 

And yet, even in rejection, God’s purpose was not thwarted. Through the cross—through the very act 
of rejection—redemption was accomplished. Jesus shed His blood for the sins of the world, and 
through His resurrection He declared Himself to be Lord of all. God’s redemptive plan moved 
forward, not because of human faithfulness, but because of His steadfast love and sovereign 
faithfulness to His promises. 
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The “rod of iron” in verse 5 is an iron scepter, a symbol of a ruler’s authority: 

• Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for 
Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a 
potter's vessel.' " (Psalms 2:8-9) 

• Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He 
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness 
and wrath of Almighty God. (Revelation 19:15) 

Then we see the dragon: 

“And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten 
horns” (Revelation 12:3). 

This imagery echoes earlier prophetic visions. Daniel 7:7–8 and Daniel 7:24 describe a fearsome 
beast with ten horns, representing kings who arise in connection with a final world ruler. Revelation 
13:1 presents a similar composite figure with seven heads and ten horns. These parallel 
descriptions point to Satan’s influence working through earthly powers, particularly during the 
climactic period of global rebellion against God. 

Revelation 12:9 removes any doubt about the dragon’s identity: 

“That serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world.” 

The dragon is Satan himself. The fiery red color may symbolize bloodshed and violence, fitting the 
destructive character of his activity during this intense period of conflict. 

The ten horns represent ten kings who reign contemporaneously with the coming world ruler, as 
Daniel 7:24 explains. These rulers operate within a broader system that ultimately reflects satanic 
influence and opposition to God’s purposes. Scripture consistently portrays horns as symbols of 
power and authority, and here they signify political strength aligned against the Lord. 

Behind shifting empires and rising leaders stands a deeper spiritual reality. Revelation pulls back the 
curtain to show that the conflict is not merely geopolitical—it is spiritual. Satan seeks to exert 
influence over nations and rulers, but his authority is temporary and derivative. The dragon may rage, 
but he does not reign. The throne belongs to Jesus Christ, the risen Lord, whose kingdom will outlast 
every earthly power. 

Satan stood ready: 

“The dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it 
was born” (Revelation 12:4). 

Here in Revelation 12 we see two great signs: the woman—Israel—ready to bring forth the Messiah, 
and the dragon—Satan—poised to destroy the Child the moment He was born. 

This is not symbolic drama detached from history. It unfolded in real time. 
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It is important to remember that in Revelation 12, John is not simply watching events unfold in 
sequence the way we experience them. He is seeing human history from an eternal vantage point. 

We live within what physicists call space-time. Space is described by length, width, and height. Time 
adds another dimension—measured in seconds, minutes, days, months, and years. In our earthly 
experience, we are bound within that framework. We move forward moment by moment. We cannot 
revisit the past or leap ahead into the future. We live in the present. 

Our perspective is limited. 

It is like standing at street level during a parade. From the curb, you see one float at a time. One 
marching band passes, then another. You cannot see the beginning and the end at once. You only 
experience what is directly in front of you. 

But imagine lifting off in a helicopter. As you rise higher, your perspective changes. From above, you 
can see the entire parade route—the starting point, the middle, and the end—all at a single glance. 

In Revelation, something like that happens to John. He is not lifted in altitude but in dimension. He is 
taken into the eternal perspective of heaven. From that vantage point, he sees events across the 
span of redemptive history—past, present, and future—presented together in one sweeping vision. 

In Revelation 12, what he sees includes the birth of Jesus the Messiah and Satan’s attempt to 
destroy Him through King Herod. 

After Jesus was born, wise men from the East arrived in Jerusalem asking, “Where is He who has 
been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him” 
(Matthew 2:2). That question unsettled Herod deeply. He gathered the chief priests and scribes and 
inquired where the Christ was to be born. Their answer was clear and rooted in prophecy: “In 
Bethlehem of Judea” (Matthew 2:5). 

From heaven’s perspective, this was not merely political tension. It was spiritual warfare. The dragon 
stood ready to devour the Child. Through Herod’s fear and violence, Satan attempted to eliminate 
the promised Messiah. 

But what John sees also reminds us of this: God’s redemptive plan unfolds according to His eternal 
purpose. What looks chaotic at ground level is governed by sovereign design from eternity. The Child 
would not be destroyed. He would grow, minister, lay down His life on the cross for our sins, shed 
His blood for our redemption, and rise again—declaring Himself to be Lord over time, history, and 
eternity itself. 

Herod sent the wise men to Bethlehem with deceptive piety, saying, “Go and search carefully for the 
young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship 
Him also” (Matthew 2:8). But worship was the last thing on his mind. 

Herod was a deeply insecure and ruthless ruler. History records that he executed members of his 
own family out of suspicion and fear. He clung to power with violence. The thought of a rival king—
even a newborn—felt like a threat to his throne. 

When the wise men did not return to him, Herod’s fury erupted. Matthew records: 
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“Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he 
sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from 
two years old and under” (Matthew 2:16). 

Behind Herod’s cruelty stood something darker. Revelation unveils it: the dragon stood ready to 
devour the Child. Satan was working through earthly power to destroy the promised Messiah before 
He could fulfill His mission. 

But the dragon failed. 

God warned Joseph in a dream, and the Child was taken safely into Egypt. The purposes of God 
could not be overturned. No king, no empire, no scheme of hell could stop what heaven had 
decreed. 

The same is true today. The enemy rages. He opposes Christ. He resists God’s purposes in our lives. 
But he is not sovereign. God is. 

The Child who escaped Herod’s sword would one day lay down His life willingly at the cross. There, 
He shed His blood for our sins. And three days later, He rose again, declaring that He is God, Savior, 
and Lord. 

The dragon tried to destroy Him at birth. He could not. He tried again at the cross. He failed there 
too. And because Jesus lives, we have hope that cannot be shaken. 

Jesus Christ came. He shed His blood on the cross and saved us from our sins. He rose from the 
dead, declaring that He is God, Savior, and Lord. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 

The dragon could not stop redemption. 

“She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to 
God and His throne” (Revelation 12:5). 

From his eternal vantage point, John now moves across the span of history. The vision shifts from the 
birth of Jesus to the moment, some thirty-three years later, when the risen Christ completed His 
earthly ministry and ascended back into heaven. 

In a single sweeping statement, John bridges those decades—moving from Bethlehem to the throne. 
The Child who was born, who lived, who shed His blood on the cross, and who rose in victory over 
death, is now seen exalted at the right hand of God. 

When the “male Child”—described here as “a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron” (Revelation 12:5)—He was “caught up to God and His throne.” The identity of this Child is 
unmistakable. Psalm 2:9 declares of the Messiah, “You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall 
dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.” Revelation 19:15 applies that same authority to Jesus 
Christ. The One who will rule the nations is none other than the Lord Himself. 

The phrase “caught up” points to His ascension. After His death and resurrection—after He shed His 
blood for our sins and triumphed over the grave—Jesus ascended into heaven and was received into 
glory, seated at the right hand of the Father. This is the event in view here. 
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The ascension was not an escape from Satan, but the exaltation of the victorious Son. Having 
completed the work of redemption at the cross and having risen from the dead, Jesus returned to 
the Father in triumph. The dragon could not destroy Him at birth, could not defeat Him at the cross, 
and could not prevent His exaltation to the throne. 

Today, He reigns. The One who was born in humility now rules in glory, and the day is coming when 
His authority will be openly displayed over all the nations. 

Application 

Behind the visible struggles of life is a real spiritual conflict. But the victory has already been 
secured through Jesus Christ. The enemy opposes God’s purposes—but he cannot overturn them. 

II. The War in Heaven (Revelation 12:6–12) 

In verse 6, John shifts the focus of his eternal perspective once again. The vision now moves forward 
to the midpoint of Daniel’s seventieth week—the period that marks the beginning of what Scripture 
describes as the Great Tribulation. 

From this elevated vantage point, John is not bound by chronological sequence as we experience it. 
Instead, he is shown a decisive moment in God’s unfolding plan, when intense persecution breaks 
out and the purposes of God move toward their appointed culmination. 

The woman is protected: 

“Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God” (Revelation 
12:6). 

The deliverance occurs when the woman flees into the wilderness, “where she has a place prepared 
by God” and is sustained there for 1,260 days (Revelation 12:6). This period equals three and one-
half years—forty-two months of thirty days each—a clearly defined and limited span of time. 

Jesus Himself referred to this urgent flight when He said, “Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains” (Matthew 24:16; see also Mark 13:14). The references to mountains and desert are not 
contradictory. In that region, mountainous terrain and wilderness overlap. Both describe a rugged, 
desolate refuge—far from the centers of political and religious power. 

In this place of hiding, Israel is preserved by God. Just as the Lord sustained the nation during their 
wilderness journey from Egypt to the Promised Land—feeding them with manna, providing water 
from the rock, and guiding them by His presence—so here again He demonstrates His faithfulness. 
The wilderness becomes a place not of abandonment, but of divine protection. 

The time period is restated later as “a time and times and half a time” (Revelation 12:14), reinforcing 
the same three-and-a-half-year duration. This season of preservation unfolds in the wake of what 
Revelation 12:7 describes as a “war in heaven,” marking a dramatic escalation in the spiritual 
conflict that spills over into events on earth. 

Even in the midst of turmoil, the message is clear: God prepares, God protects, and God preserves 
according to His appointed time. 
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God prepares places of refuge. He did it in the wilderness for Israel. He did it for Elijah. He sustains 
His purposes even in times of persecution. 

Then John reveals something dramatic: 

“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his 
angels fought” (Revelation 12:7). 

Michael the archangel—identified in Jude 9 as one who contends with Satan—appears here in open 
conflict. Revelation 12:7 declares, “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with 
the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought.” The dragon’s angels are fallen angels who 
followed him in rebellion. 

The exact timing of this heavenly war is not stated explicitly, but the surrounding context places it 
within the climactic events of the end of the age. The flow of Revelation 12 connects this conflict to 
the intensified opposition and persecution described in the latter part of the chapter. The passage 
describes a decisive removal of Satan’s access to heaven, something portrayed as future within this 
vision. 

Scripture makes it clear that Satan remains active during the present age. In Acts 5:3, Peter 
confronts Ananias, saying, “Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?” Paul warns 
believers about Satan’s schemes in Second Corinthians 2:11 and describes him as transforming 
himself “into an angel of light” (Second Corinthians 11:14). Peter exhorts the church, “Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour” (First Peter 5:8). 

These passages confirm that Satan is not presently inactive. The idea that he was fully bound at 
Christ’s first coming does not fit the teaching of Scripture. Revelation 20:1–3 describes a future 
binding of Satan associated with the reign of Christ—a confinement that clearly has not yet 
occurred, given the ongoing spiritual conflict evident throughout the world. 

Revelation 12 shows that there is coming a decisive moment when Satan’s access to heaven will be 
revoked. Until that time, believers are called to stand firm, aware of the spiritual battle, clothed in 
the victory secured by Jesus Christ—who conquered at the cross and reigns now at the Father’s right 
hand. 

Satan is not equal to God. He is a created being. He rebelled in pride, and many angels followed 
him. At that moment he no longer was able to live in heaven, but he continues to have access to 
God’s throne room (Job 2:1-2). But here we see a decisive defeat: 

“Nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer” (Revelation 12:8). 

The outcome of this war in heaven is decisive. Michael and his angels prevail, and the devil is cast 
out. From that point forward, Satan no longer has access to heaven as the accuser of the brethren. 

At that moment, he knows something with clarity—his time is short. The sentence has already been 
determined. The final destination is the lake of fire. The cross sealed his defeat, and the unfolding of 
God’s plan moves steadily toward the execution of that judgment. 
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Because he knows his end is approaching, his fury intensifies. Revelation 12:12 says he comes 
down “having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” His strategy does not 
change—deception, accusation, destruction—but the urgency increases. 

When Satan realizes that heaven is closed to him and his doom is certain, he turns his rage toward 
the human race. Yet even in this escalation, he operates within boundaries set by God. His time is 
limited. His authority is restricted. His defeat is guaranteed. 

The dragon may rage, but he is a defeated enemy. Christ reigns, and history moves toward the full 
and final triumph of the King. 

Verse 10 calls Satan: 

“The accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night.” 

That is what Satan does. He accuses. He condemns. He whispers lies. 

But listen to this: 

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did 
not love their lives to the death” (Revelation 12:11). 

This is the heart of the chapter. 

How do believers overcome? 

1. By the blood of the Lamb – Jesus’ sacrifice has canceled every accusation. The cross 
silences the accuser. 

2. By the word of their testimony – We stand in what Christ has done. 

3. By loving Christ more than our own lives – Loyalty to Jesus above comfort. 

Application 

When the enemy accuses you, do not argue with him. Point to the cross. The blood of Jesus Christ is 
your defense. 

You are not victorious because you are strong. You are victorious because Jesus shed His blood for 
you. 

III. The Wrath of the Dragon (Revelation 12:13–17) 

Verse 12 says: 

“Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great 
wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” 

Satan’s fury increases because his time is limited. 

He persecutes the woman—Israel—and makes war: 
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“The dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, 
who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 12:17). 

Throughout history, God’s people have faced opposition. There has been intense hatred toward 
Israel and toward followers of Jesus. Revelation shows us the spiritual root of that hostility. 

But here is the truth: persecution does not defeat God’s purposes. It refines faith. It clarifies 
allegiance. It reveals who truly belongs to Christ. 

Application 

Believer, do not be surprised by opposition. We are in a spiritual battle. But do not fear either. The 
dragon is defeated. His time is short. 

Live boldly. Stand faithfully. Hold to the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

The Big Picture 

Revelation 12 shows us: 

• God keeps His promises. 

• Satan opposes God’s plan. 

• Jesus has already won. 

• The blood of Christ secures our victory. 

• The enemy’s time is limited. 

This chapter reminds us that history is moving toward the kingdom of God and the reign of His 
Christ. 

A Challenge to Believers 

1. Are you standing in the finished work of the cross? 

2. Are you boldly identifying with Christ? 

3. Are you living as one who belongs to a victorious King? 

Do not compromise. Do not grow weary. Overcome by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of your 
testimony. 

An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Believe 

The dragon deceives the whole world. That deception blinds people to the love of God revealed in 
Jesus Christ. 

But the truth is this: Jesus came for you. He shed His blood on the cross for your sins. He rose from 
the dead, proving He is Lord. Salvation has come. 

You can overcome—not by your effort—but by trusting in Him. 
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Turn from sin. Call upon His name. Receive the forgiveness purchased at Calvary. 

If you confess Him as Lord and believe that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Today can be the day you step out of darkness and into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son. 

May the Lord strengthen you. May you stand firm in the victory of Christ. And may your life bear 
testimony to the power of the blood of the Lamb. 


