Daily Bible Reading Companion
66-Revelation Chapter 07

Revelation 7:1-17
A Pause of Mercy in the Midst of Judgment

Before we move forward, it is important to remember where we have been. In Revelation chapter 4,
John was caught up into heaven and saw the throne of God, surrounded by the cherubim who
worship continually, and the twenty-four elders who respond in worship to the holiness and glory of
God.

In chapter 5, John saw the scroll in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. That scroll is the title
deed to the earth. No one in heaven or on earth was found worthy to open it, and John wept—until
one of the elders declared, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,
has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” Jesus Christ alone is worthy, because
He redeemed the world by shedding His blood on the cross and proved His victory by rising from the
dead. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

In chapter 6, Jesus begins opening the seals. As He does, judgment unfolds on the earth: deception,
war, famine, death, martyrdom, and cosmic upheaval. By the time the sixth seal is opened, the earth
is shaken to its core, and humanity recognizes that “the great day of His wrath has come.”

Now, in chapter 7, God pauses the action. Before the seventh seal is opened, John is given a
parenthetical vision—a glimpse of God’s mercy and sovereign care in the midst of judgment.

l. God Restrains Judgment to Seal His Servants (Revelation 7:1-3)

John sees four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the winds so that no
wind should blow on the earth, the sea, or any tree. Another angel ascends from the east, having the
seal of the living God, and cries out, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed
the servants of our God on their foreheads.”

This tells us something vital about the character of God. Even in judgment, God is deliberate,
purposeful, and merciful. Nothing happens apart from His command. Judgment is restrained until
God’s servants are sealed. God knows those who belong to Him, and He marks them as His own.

This sealing speaks of divine ownership, protection, and purpose. God does not lose control, even
when the world appears to be unraveling.

Il. The Sealing of the 144,000 from Israel (Revelation 7:4-8)

John hears the number of those who were sealed: one hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed from
all the tribes of the children of Israel—twelve thousand from each tribe.

The language here is plain and specific. The humber is literal, and the identity is clear. These are
Israelites, chosen and sealed by God for a specific purpose during this period of history—the
seventieth week of Daniel’s prophecy. Scripture even lists the tribes by name, leaving no room for
reinterpretation or symbolic reassignment.

God has not forgotten Israel. Even in the final years of human history, He preserves a faithful
remnant and uses them as witnesses to the truth. These sealed servants will proclaim salvation
during a time of unparalleled deception and darkness.
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lll. A Great Multitude Saved Out of the Great Tribulation (Revelation 7:9-12)

After this, John sees something astonishing—a great multitude which no one could number, from all
nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They are
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, crying out, “Salvation belongs to our God
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

This is a global harvest. These are people who came to faith during the Great Tribulation, many at the
cost of their lives. They stand united, redeemed, worshiping Jesus Christ. Their white robes testify
that they have been cleansed, not by their suffering, but by the blood of the Lamb.

The angels respond in worship, declaring blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, and
might to God forever and ever.

IV. Who Are These, and Where Did They Come From? (Revelation 7:13-15)

One of the elders asks John, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?”
John responds humbly, “Sir, you know.” And the elder explains: “These are the ones who come out of
the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

These are martyrs—men and women who believed in Jesus during the darkest days of human
history. They paid the ultimate price for their faith, yet they now stand before the throne of God. They
serve Him day and night, and God dwells among them.

This is not loss. This is victory.
V. Eternal Comfort in the Presence of the Lamb (Revelation 7:16-17)

The elder continues, “They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike
them, nor any heat.” All the suffering they endured on earth is over.

“For the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains
of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

What a promise. Jesus, the Lamb who was slain, becomes their Shepherd. The One who shed His
blood now personally leads them, comforts them, and restores them forever.

Practical Application for Believers

This chapter reminds us that God is faithful, sovereign, and compassionate. He knows how to
protect His people, and He never abandons those who trust Him. As believers, we are called to live
faithfully now, while the opportunity remains, and to share the gospel boldly while hearts can still
respond.

We are also reminded that suffering is not the final word. Faithfulness to Christ is never wasted,
even when it is costly.
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A Challenge for the Church

We must not grow complacent. The world is moving steadily toward a day of accountability. God is
patient, but time is not endless. Let us live as lights in the darkness, proclaiming the truth with love,
urgency, and compassion. Let us be faithful witnesses while the door of grace remains open.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

If you have not yet trusted Jesus Christ, today is the day. Salvation belongs to the Lamb. Jesus saved
us when He shed His blood and died on the cross, and His resurrection declares that He is God,
Savior, and Lord. Forgiveness, new life, and eternal hope are available right now.

Do not wait. Turn from your sin, believe in Jesus, and give your life to Him. He will cleanse you,
restore you, and give you eternal life. The Lamb who was slain stands ready to save.
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