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66-Revelation Chapter 06

Revelation 6:1-17 — The Lamb Opens the Seals
Setting the Scene

Revelation 6 marks a major shift in the book. In Revelation 4-5, John is shown the throne room of
heaven, where the Lamb—Jesus Christ—takes the scroll and is declared worthy to open it. Now, in
Revelation 6, the Lamb begins to break the seals, and what has been decreed in heaven begins to
unfold on earth.

This is not chaos. This is not history spinning out of control. These judgments are purposeful,
measured, and ultimately redemptive. The Lamb is in charge.

Itis important to understand that these judgments, as severe as they are, are expressions of God’s
grace at work. As frightening as they may seem, they are not nearly as dreadful as complete and
eternal separation from God in hell.

The events described in Revelation chapters 6 through 19 represent the final period of human
history as we know it. Time is running out, and God is increasingly allowing humanity to experience
the consequences of life lived apart from Him. His purpose is not destruction, but repentance—that
people might turn from sin and receive Him, the source of all that is good, before it is too late.

Even in judgment, God’s heart is redemptive. He is calling men and women to come to Him now,
while there is still opportunity, and to avoid an eternity in hell where fellowship with God and every
good thing that flows from Him is forever absent.

Remember this: when God sentences a sinner to eternal separation in hell, He is giving them what
they have chosen. Hell was originally created for Satan and the angels who rebelled against God.
The logic behind its creation is straightforward—if Satan and the angels who followed him did not
want God in their lives, God provided a place where they would not experience Him. In that sense,
He gave them what they desired.

Hell was never created for human beings. However, when humanity chose to follow Satan in
rejection of God, God allowed that same destination to become a possible end for those who persist
in rejecting Him. Hell is the place where it is impossible to experience God and all that He is. During
our physical lifetime, God gives every human being the opportunity to decide whether they want a
personal relationship with Him. When God created mankind, He uniquely empowered us with the
ability to choose—to trust Him and love Him, or to reject Him.

This choice is first demonstrated in the Garden of Eden. When Satan, through the serpent, tempted
Adam and Eve to distrust God and eat the forbidden fruit, they chose to reject the love and wisdom
of their Creator and align themselves with Satan. Yet even then, God did not stop loving them.
Instead, He immediately provided a way to restore their relationship with Him without violating or
overriding their will. He promised a Savior who would come through the seed of the woman.

After their fall into sin and unbelief, Adam and Eve repented and trusted God at His word, and they
were saved. Tragically, through their disobedience, humanity acquired a sin nature, and sin entered
the world. The once holy and perfect creation God had made became profoundly broken. Before sin,
there was no pain, suffering, disappointment, or sorrow. There were no natural disasters—no
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earthquakes, hurricanes, droughts, or famine. The world often refers to these events as “acts of
God,” but that is a misrepresentation. Such disasters are the result of sin’s entrance into creation,
not the original design of God.

In His mercy and grace, God continues to allow sinful humanity to experience a measure of who He
is. God is the source of life, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control. If God were to completely withdraw from His creation, none of these qualities
could be experienced at all. Even the temporary pleasure people experience in sinful behavior would
be impossible. Even something as simple as laughter would not exist apart from God’s sustaining
presence. God allows humanity to experience aspects of His goodness so that we may learn a
profound truth: life lived with Him and for Him is infinitely better than life lived apart from Him.

Beginning with Revelation chapter 6, Scripture makes clear that time is running out. The opportunity
to trust God and enjoy Him forever will not remain open indefinitely. As human history moves toward
its conclusion, God increasingly allows mankind to experience what life separated from Him truly
looks like. As He withdraws, humanity’s ability to experience His goodness diminishes. The result of
this withdrawal is what Scripture describes as God’s wrath and judgment.

At its core, God’s wrath is separation from God, and judgment is God giving a person what they have
chosen. This is exactly what we observe in Revelation chapters 6 through 19—God honoring
humanity’s decisions and allowing people to increasingly experience the consequences of rejecting
Him. God does not do this out of cruelty. His desire is that, as people experience the suffering that
results from separation from Him, they will repent and turn to Him for salvation.

God does not want anyone to perish. His will is that all would repent and experience abundant life
now and eternal life forever. Even during these final years, repentance remains possible. Yet
Scripture also makes clear that choosing Christ during that time will be exceedingly difficult and will
often result in martyrdom. Still, God’s heart remains unchanged—He continues to call people to
turn to Him, trust Him, and live.

1) The First Seal — A White Horse: Deception and Conquest (Revelation 6:1-2)

John sees arider on a white horse, carrying a bow, receiving a crown, and going out “conquering and
to conquer.” This is the rise of a counterfeit savior—an imitation of Christ, a false deliverer who
comes with promises of peace but intends domination.

Scripture repeatedly warns that deception will be one of the chief spiritual dangers of the last days.
The enemy rarely begins with open violence; he begins with plausible lies, polished leadership, and
the promise of a better world without God.

Personal application:
Believer, be careful about what your heart calls “hope.” Not everything that looks like rescue is from
the Lord. Train yourself to love truth more than comfort, and Scripture more than slogans.

Challenge for believers:
Ask yourself honestly: Am | anchored in God’s Word, or am | more shaped by the world’s narratives?
If your Bible stays closed, you become vulnerable to spiritual counterfeits.
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2) The Second Seal — A Red Horse: Peace Taken from the Earth (Revelation 6:3-4)

The next rider is given power to remove peace, and violence spreads across the earth. War erupts.
Human sin always lies beneath human conflict. When men reject God’s rule, they do not become
free—they become captive to darkness.

This is one of the sobering truths of Scripture: peace cannot be maintained by human strategy alone,
because the deepest problem is the human heart.

Personal application:
When you see the world shaking, do not assume God has lost control. Often what you are seeing is
the fruit of a world that has refused His ways.

3) The Third Seal — A Black Horse: Scarcity and Economic Collapse (Revelation 6:5-6)

The rider comes with scales—pictures of rationing, inflation, and crushing scarcity. Basic food
becomes unaffordable. Injustice multiplies. The poor suffer most.

God is exposing the fragility of the systems man trusts. When the world rejects the Giver, it
eventually loses grip on the gifts.

Personal application:
The Lord calls us to live with open hands. Hoarding can be a form of fear-worship. Generosity is
often the clearest evidence that we trust God more than money.

Challenge for believers:
Do an inventory: What do I fear losing most? Whatever that is may be competing for the throne of
your heart.

4) The Fourth Seal — A Pale Horse: Death on a Massive Scale (Revelation 6:7-8)

Now comes Death, and Hades follows. A fourth of the earth is struck through war, hunger, disease,
and chaos. The scale is staggering. It is meant to be staggering.

God is showing the world what sin produces when it is fully unleashed. These are not random
tragedies; they are judgments revealing what rebellion really costs.

Personal application:
This is why Scripture urges urgency. Life is fragile. Eternity is real. It is foolish to delay repentance,
because no one knows how soon they will stand before God.
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5) The Fifth Seal — The Martyred Cry for Justice (Revelation 6:9-11)

John sees souls under the altar—people killed for holding to God’s Word and their testimony. They
cry out, not for personal revenge, but for righteous judgment. They are given white robes and told to
rest until the appointed number is complete.

Their presence teaches us something vital: even in the darkest days, God saves people, strengthens
people, and gives grace to endure. God never loses His witnesses.

Personal application:
There are times when faithfulness costs. But no obedience is wasted. God sees. God records. God
rewards.

6) The Sixth Seal — Cosmic Upheaval and the Terror of Unrepentant Hearts (Revelation 6:12-17)

Now the language becomes cataclysmic: earthquake, darkened sun, moon like blood, stars falling,
the sky receding, mountains and islands moved. The world’s leaders and the powerless alike hide
and cry out to be concealed “from the wrath of the Lamb.”

Here’s the haunting part: they recognize it is Him—and still they do not repent. They fear judgment,
but they do not want God.

And that is the human condition without grace: sinners do not merely break God’s law; apart from a
transformed heart they resist God Himself.

Key truth:
Judgment does not come because God is cruel. Judgment comes because God is holy, and because
mercy has been rejected.

What This Means for Us Today

A sober reminder

This chapter is not written to satisfy curiosity. It is written to awaken our hearts. It reminds us:
e God is sovereign over history.
e Sin has consequences.
e Jesus Christ alone is worthy—and He alone is Savior.

Comfort for believers

If you belong to Jesus, you are not clinging to a theory. You are clinging to a Person who shed His
blood to save you. The cross proves God’s love. The resurrection declares that Jesus Christ is God,
Savior, and Lord. He is not only the Lamb who was slain—He is the King who reigns.
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A challenge for believers

Step into your calling to be the "salt" Jesus spoke about. Just as salt preserves food from decay, we
are called to be a holy preservative in our culture through the power of the Holy Spirit. Live with bold
courage, radical purity, and deep compassion. Refuse to blend into the darkness or grow numb to
sin. Walk closely with Christ, and keep your spiritual eyes wide open.

Ask yourself:

e Amlready if the Lord calls me today?

e Amlliving in a way that makes sense if eternity is real?

e |s mywitness clear, or has it become quiet and compromised?
An Invitation to Those Who Do Not Yet Know Jesus

If you are not sure you belong to Christ, do not gamble with your soul. God is not asking you to clean
yourself up first. He is calling you to come.

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross for your sins. He rose again, proving He is Lord. He offers
forgiveness, new life, and reconciliation with God—not because you deserve it, but because He is
merciful.

Today, you can turn to Him. Confess your sin. Ask Him to save you. Trust Him—personally, sincerely,
completely.

“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see
life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36).

Come to Jesus. He is worthy and He is still saving. He is still calling.

“..He designates a certain day, saying in David, "TODAY," after such a long time, as it has been said:
"TODAY, IF YOU WILL HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS." (Hebrews 4:7)

Do not wait for tomorrow, because tomorrow may never come. Today is the day. Repent, believe,
and give your life to Jesus.
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