Daily Bible Reading Companion
66-Revelation Chapter 04

Revelation 4:1-11
The Throne Room of Heaven
I. “After These Things”: A New Scene Begins (Revelation 4:1)

Revelation chapter four opens with a crucial phrase: “after these things.” In the Greek text, the words
are meta tauta, and they appear both at the beginning and the end of the verse. This is not
accidental. The phrase deliberately points us back to the outline Jesus gave in Revelation 1:19:

“Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place
after this.”

Chapters two and three dealt with “the things which are”—the church on earth. Now, in chapter four,
we move into the third section: the things that take place after the church scene.

John writes:

“After these things | looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which |
heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, ‘Come up here, and | will show you things which
must take place after this.”

The timing is significant. After the messages to the churches are complete, John is called upward.
The scene immediately shifts from earth to heaven, from the church to the throne of God.

John is not merely traveling in space—he is being ushered into a new phase of God’s revealed plan.
Il. The Throne Set in Heaven (Revelation 4:2-3)

John says:

“Immediately | was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.”

The first thing John sees is not judgment, not angels, not activity—it is a throne. Heaven is not
chaotic. Heaven is ruled.

The One seated on the throne radiates glory described in terms John can grasp—jasper, sardius, and
an emerald-like rainbow surrounding the throne. These are not meant to give us a physical
description of God, but to convey the brilliance, purity, majesty, and faithfulness of His glory.

God dwells in unapproachable light. Even in glorified bodies, what we behold is the radiance of His
presence.

Application:
No matter how unstable the world may appear, heaven is governed. God is seated on the throne.
Nothing is out of control.
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lll. The Twenty-Four Elders: Worship and Authority (Revelation 4:4)
John then notices:

“Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones | saw twenty-four elders sitting,
clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.”

These elders are clothed in white, symbolizing righteousness, and they wear crowns, indicating
reward and authority. They sit, not stand—resting in a completed work.

Jesus had promised:
“To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on My throne.”
Here we see that promise fulfilled.

Application:
All reward, authority, and righteousness flow from Christ. Whatever crowns we receive, they are gifts
of grace, not trophies of self-achievement.

IV. The Presence of the Holy Spirit (Revelation 4:5)
John observes:

“And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were
burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.”

This speaks of the fullness and completeness of the Holy Spirit’s work. The imagery echoes the
tabernacle Moses built in the wilderness, which Scripture tells us was patterned after heavenly
realities.

God’s presence is both awe-inspiring and holy. Grace never removes reverence.
V. The Living Creatures Around the Throne (Revelation 4:6-8)

John describes four living creatures—full of eyes, alert, aware, and endlessly engaged in worship.
Each reflects a different aspect of God’s creation: strength, service, intelligence, and sovereignty.

These creatures are identified elsewhere in Scripture as cherubim—angelic beings associated with
God’s holiness and glory. They first appear guarding Eden, later surrounding God’s throne in the
visions of Ezekiel and Isaiah.

Their cry never ceases:
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!”
Heaven’s worship is centered on God’s holiness and eternality.

Application:
Worship is not entertainment. Worship is a response to who God is.
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VI. Worthy Is the Creator (Revelation 4:9-11)
When the living creatures give glory to God, the twenty-four elders respond:

“You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things,
And by Your will they exist and were created.”

God is worthy because He is the Creator. All things exist because He willed them into being. Nothing
is accidental. Nothing is meaningless.

This declaration confronts a foundational truth:
We were created for God’s pleasure—not our own.

When we live for ourselves, life feels empty. When we live for God’s pleasure, life becomes
meaningful, joyful, and fulfilling.

Nothing brings God more pleasure than seeing us experience the abundant life He designed and
created us to enjoy. Human beings were never designed or equipped to live in separation from God.
When we are separated from Him, we are cut off from the very source of every good thing we long for
in life—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

The sin nature we inherited from Adam separated us from God, and the individual sins we commit

further hinder our relationship with Him. Sin disrupts fellowship with the One who is the source of

everything we need to experience the deepest desires of our hearts. Apart from God, those desires
remain unfulfilled. In relationship with Him, they begin to find their true and lasting fulfillment.

Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way
to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass. (Psalms 37:4-5)

This does not mean that God simply grants whatever we happen to want. Rather, as we delight
ourselves in the Lord, He reshapes our desires and alignhs them with His will. In that sense, we
surrender our desires to Him, and He gives us new desires—desires that are best for us and that
reflect His heart.

Jesus said:
“He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.”

Application:
True fulfillment comes when our lives revolve around God’s will, not our own desires.

A Challenge for Believers
Heaven’s focus is clear: God is worthy. Worship flows naturally from that truth.

Ask yourself: Is my life ordered around God'’s pleasure or my own? Are my goals shaped by worship
or convenience?

Lay your crown—your achievements, ambitions, and rights—at His feet.
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An Invitation to Non-Believers
The God who sits on the throne is also the God who came near.

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to forgive your sins. He rose from the dead, proving He is
God, Savior, and Lord. The One who is worthy of all worship invites you into relationship with Him.

If you will turn from sin and trust in Jesus, He will forgive you, give you eternal life, and welcome you
into His kingdom.

The throne you see in Revelation chapter four will one day be the throne before which every person
stands. Today is the day to respond to His grace.

Revelation has now taken us from the church on earth to the throne in heaven. From here forward,
everything flows from what John has seen—God reigning, God worthy, and God accomplishing His
purposes.

May our lives reflect that same truth.
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