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Revelation 1:1–20 

While the Book of Revelation is often associated with judgment, death, and the rise of the Antichrist, 
its core message is actually one of profound hope. 

To understand this, we have to look at its origin. John received this vision during a period of intense 
tribulation; he was an elderly man, exiled as a slave to the prison island of Patmos for his devotion to 
the Gospel. Yet, it was in this deep isolation and darkness that Jesus brought forth light. 

This is the heartbeat of the prophecy: Jesus is the light that pierces the darkness. He even promises 
a specific blessing to those who "read and hear the words of this prophecy" (Revelation 1:3). As we 
explore these pages together, let’s look past the fearsome imagery and fix our eyes on the hope of 
Jesus’ return. 

The Unveiling of Jesus Christ 

I. The Nature and Purpose of the Book (Revelation 1:1–3) 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ” is not a sealed mystery, but an unveiling. The Greek word translated 
“revelation” is apokalypsis and means to uncover or reveal. From the opening phrase, God tells us 
exactly what this book is about—not speculation, fear, or timelines, but Jesus Christ revealed. 

This revelation was given by God the Father to Jesus Christ, and then communicated through an 
angel to the apostle John, so that God’s servants might know “things which must shortly come to 
pass.” The word shortly speaks not only of sequence, but of certainty and readiness. When these 
things occur they will happen suddenly and quickly. God’s plan is moving forward, and nothing will 
stop it. 

John emphasizes that he is not the source of the message. He is a witness—faithfully recording what 
he saw and heard. Much of what he received came through visions, which are moments when God 
allows a human being to see beyond the physical world into the eternal, spiritual realm. The spiritual 
realm is not bound by time. In that realm, past, present, and future are equally visible. 

It’s important to remember the challenge John faced as he wrote down what he saw. He was living in 
the first century. The fastest thing he had ever seen was a Roman chariot. Airplanes, missiles, and 
armored vehicles didn’t exist in his world. So when God showed him events far beyond his 
experience, John had to describe them using the only tools he had—his first-century frame of 
reference and vocabulary. 

Pause and imagine what that would be like. Picture yourself as John, living in A.D. 68, and suddenly 
watching scenes from A.D. 2026. You might look up and see what appears to be a bird made of 
metal—something that roars across the sky, with “faces” that resemble men, and with fire or 
destruction coming from it. From John’s vantage point, that might be the closest way to describe 
what we would recognize today as advanced aircraft with human pilots launching weapons. 

There’s also another possibility. John may not only be seeing human technology. He may be seeing 
spiritual realities—beings and powers no human eye had ever observed in that way: angels, fallen 
angels, demons, and the activity of the unseen realm. Human language simply doesn’t have a full 
vocabulary for what belongs to that world. 
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So, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, John records what he observes as faithfully as he can. He 
tells the truth about what he sees, using human speech and familiar imagery to communicate 
unfamiliar—and sometimes unimaginable—realities. 

There is a unique promise attached to this book: 

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written in it; for the time is near.” 

This blessing is not reserved for scholars. It is given to readers, listeners, and doers. It is given to you 
and me. God intends this book to shape how we live now, not merely inform us about the future. 

Application: 
God never reveals truth merely to satisfy curiosity. He reveals truth to transform lives. Revelation 
calls us to live alert, faithful, and obedient lives in light of who Jesus is and what He is doing. 

II. The Divine Greeting and the Eternal God (Revelation 1:4–6) 

John writes to seven churches in Asia. The number seven consistently represents completeness. 
These churches provide a full picture of the spiritual condition of the church as a whole. 

Grace and peace flow from the eternal God—“Him who is and who was and who is to come.” God is 
not bound by time. He does not improve, decline, or evolve. He eternally exists in perfect fullness. 

The “seven Spirits before His throne” speaks of the complete and perfect work of the Holy Spirit—
not seven separate spirits, but the fullness of God’s Spirit actively working in and among His people. 

Then John turns his focus to Jesus Christ, describing Him with rich theological clarity: 

• The faithful witness — Jesus perfectly reveals the Father. 

• The firstborn from the dead — His resurrection guarantees life beyond death. 

• The ruler over the kings of the earth — No earthly authority rivals Him. 

John then erupts into worship: 

“To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and 
priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

Salvation is not achieved by human effort. Jesus loved us, shed His blood for us, cleansed us from 
sin, and brought us into a living relationship with God. 

Application: 
The Christian life does not begin with our commitment to Christ, but with His commitment to us. 
Our obedience flows from gratitude, not fear. 

III. The Visible Return of Christ (Revelation 1:7–8) 

Jesus is coming again—and His return will be unmistakable. 

“Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him.” 
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This will not be hidden, symbolic, or private. Every eye will see Him. Those who rejected Him will 
mourn. Those who belong to Him will rejoice. 

Jesus then declares: 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End… the Almighty.” 

These words affirm His eternal deity. The same One who entered human history through the 
incarnation stands over all of history as its beginning and its conclusion. 

Jesus Christ is unchanging in His nature, character, and authority: 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 

God also declares His sovereign relationship to time itself: 

“Declaring the end from the beginning, 
And from ancient times things that are not yet done, 
Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 
And I will do all My pleasure.’” (Isaiah 46:10) 

At times we may wonder how such statements can be true. How can the end be known from the 
beginning? How can future events be spoken of with certainty before they unfold in human history? 

The answer is found in the words of Jesus Himself: 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End… the Almighty.” 

Because Jesus stands outside of time, He is not learning history as it unfolds—He is Lord over it. 
What is future to us is already known to Him. His purposes are not guesses or possibilities; they are 
settled realities. And because He is eternal, unchanging, and almighty, His promises can be trusted 
completely. 

Application: 
The certainty of Christ’s return calls us to live with purpose, integrity, and hope. History is not 
random. It is moving toward Christ. 

IV. The Glorified Christ Among His Church (Revelation 1:9–16) 

John writes from exile on the island of Patmos, suffering not for wrongdoing, but for faithfulness. God 
often reveals His deepest truths in places of hardship. 

John is “in the Spirit” and hears a voice like a trumpet—clear, commanding, impossible to ignore. 
Turning, he sees the risen Christ walking among seven golden lampstands. 

The description of Jesus is overwhelming: 

• White hair — eternal wisdom and purity 

• Eyes like fire — penetrating truth and discernment 

• Feet like refined bronze — strength and stability 
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• Voice like many waters — authority and power 

• A sharp sword from His mouth — the living Word of God 

• A face shining like the sun — divine glory 

This is not Jesus in humility, but Jesus in majesty. 

Application: 
We often try to domesticate Jesus—safe, predictable, manageable. Revelation reminds us that He is 
holy, powerful, and glorious. Yet He walks among His churches. 

V. Fear Replaced by Assurance (Revelation 1:17–18) 

When John sees Jesus, he falls as though dead. That response is always appropriate when human 
frailty meets divine glory. But Jesus immediately touches him and says: 

“Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am 
alive forevermore.” 

Jesus holds the keys of death and the grave. Death no longer rules. Jesus does. 

Application: 
The One who commands eternity is the same One who touches His servant and says, “Do not be 
afraid.” 

VI. The Meaning of the Vision (Revelation 1:19–20) 

Jesus explains the vision clearly. The lampstands represent the churches. The stars represent the 
messengers. Christ is actively present among His people. 

He is not distant. He is not absent. He walks among His ekklesia (church). 

“Where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 

Application: 
Christ is present with His people right now. He sees, He knows, and He cares. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Revelation begins by revealing Jesus—not events, not systems, not debates. If our focus drifts from 
Christ, we miss the heart of the book. 

Examine your walk. Are you living with spiritual alertness? Are you responding to His Word with 
obedience? Are you listening to what the Spirit is saying? 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Jesus Christ loves you. He shed His blood on the cross to cleanse you from sin. He rose from the 
dead, proving that He is Lord, Savior, and God. 

He holds the keys of life and death—and He offers eternal life to all who trust Him. 
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If you have never surrendered your life to Jesus, you can do so now. Turn to Him. Trust Him. Receive 
the forgiveness He purchased for you. 

Today can be the day your life changes forever. 


