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Living with Certainty in a Confusing World
A Study of Second Peter 1:1-21
Introduction

We live in a world filled with voices—opinions, philosophies, predictions, and interpretations that
compete for our attention. The believer is constantly challenged with one central question: What
can I trust? In Second Peter chapter one, the apostle Peter speaks to that question with pastoral
urgency. Nearing the end of his life, Peter writes not to introduce something new, but to anchor
believers in what is certain—the person of Jesus Christ, the sufficiency of God’s Word, and the call
to spiritual growth.

1. A Shared Faith and a Secure Foundation
Second Peter 1:1-2

Peter introduces himself as “Simon Peter, a bondservant and an apostle of Jesus Christ”. The order
matters. Before Peter ever mentions his authority, he emphasizes his submission. He belongs to
Jesus before he represents Jesus.

He writes “to those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God
and Savior Jesus Christ”. This faith is described as precious—not because it is rare, but because it is
priceless. It is the same faith shared by apostles and ordinary believers alike, grounded not in
human merit, but in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Peter’s prayer is simple yet profound:
“Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”

Grace and peace are not multiplied through circumstances, emotions, or effort, but through
knowing God. The deeper our relationship with Him, the more we experience His grace, and the
more settled our hearts become in His peace.

Practical Application:
If your life feels spiritually thin or unsettled, the issue may not be what you are facing, but how well
you are feeding your knowledge of God.

2. God’s Complete Provision for Life and Godliness
Second Peter 1:3-4

Peter declares a foundational truth for the Christian life:
“His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness.”

God has not left the believer under-equipped. Everything necessary to live a God-honoring life has
already been provided—not through mystical experience, but through the knowledge of Him who
called us by glory and virtue.
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This knowledge comes through God'’s self-revelation, ultimately revealed in Jesus Christ and
preserved for us in Scripture. As Hebrews 1:1-2 reminds us, God has spoken decisively through His
Son.

Peter continues by pointing to “exceedingly great and precious promises”, through which we
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through
sinful desire.

These promises do not remove us from the world, but they free us from being controlled by it.

Practical Application:
For every struggle you face, there is a promise from God that speaks truth, hope, and direction. The
question is not whether God has spoken—but whether we are listening.

3. Spiritual Growth Is Intentional, Not Automatic
Second Peter 1:5-7
Because God has provided everything we need, Peter calls us to respond with diligence:
e Faith
e Moral courage
e Knowledge
¢ Self-control
e Perseverance
e Godliness
e Brotherly kindness
e Love

This is not a ladder of spiritual elitism, but a portrait of healthy growth. The Christian life is not meant
to stagnate. Maintenance alone is not obedience. Growth is.

Practical Application:
Ask yourself honestly: Am I growing, or merely existing spiritually? Growth requires intentional
feeding, discipline, and obedience.

4. The Danger of Spiritual Nearsightedness
Second Peter 1:8-9

Peter warns that neglecting growth leads to barrenness, shortsightedness, and forgetfulness. Sin
dulls spiritual sensitivity. When eternity slips from view, temporary gain begins to outweigh eternal
value.
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Jesus illustrated this danger in Luke 12:18-20 when He spoke of the rich man who planned for the
future but forgot eternity.

Practical Application:
Every decision should be weighed not only by immediate benefit, but by eternal consequence.

5. Confidence, Perseverance, and an Abundant Entrance
Second Peter 1:10-11

Peter exhorts believers to be diligent, assuring them that a life marked by spiritual growth is a life
marked by stability.

He speaks of an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Not a reluctant arrival. Not a last-minute rescue. But a life well-lived for the glory of God.

Challenge for Believers:
Do not settle for spiritual minimalism. Run the race with purpose. Live in such a way that your life
reflects the worth of the kingdom you belong to.

6. A Faith Rooted in Eyewitness Testimony
Second Peter 1:12-18

Peter explains why he continues to remind believers of these truths—because his time is short. He
refers to his body as a tent, temporary and soon to be put aside.

He affirms that the message of Christ is not myth or legend:
“We were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”

Peter recalls the Transfiguration, where the Father declared,
“This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”

Christian faith is rooted in history, testimony, and truth—not imagination.
7. The Sure Word of Prophecy and the Authority of Scripture
Second Peter 1:19-21

Peter points believers to the sure word of prophecy, describing Scripture as a light shining in a dark
place until the day dawns and Christ returns.

He makes it clear:
“No prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation.”

Scripture did not originate in human will.
“Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

This affirms the divine inspiration and reliability of God’s Word—a truth under constant attack but
essential to spiritual stability.
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Practical Application:
If you weaken your confidence in Scripture, you weaken your confidence in Christ. God’s Word is
trustworthy because God Himself is faithful.

Invitation to Non-Believers

If you have never trusted Jesus Christ, understand this: Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on
the cross. That sacrifice paid the full price for sin. The resurrection declares that He is God, Savior,
and Lord.

Salvation is not earned through effort or religion. It is received through repentance and faith.

Today, you can say:
“Lord Jesus, | turn from my sin. | believe You died for me and rose again. | trust You as my Savior and
submit to You as my Lord.”

Final Encouragement

Believer, grow in grace. Feed on the Word. Live with eternity in view. And anchor your life in the
unchanging truth of Jesus Christ.

Grace and peace will not merely be added—but multiplied.

4

Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted otherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



