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James 5:1-20 — Wealth, Waiting, Prayer, and Restoring the Wanderer
Introduction: What Really Matters When Life Gets Serious

James ends his letter the way he has written the whole thing—direct, practical, and aimed at the

heart. He confronts misplaced security, calls believers to patient endurance, teaches a balanced
and faith-filled approach to suffering and sickness, and closes by urging the church to pursue the
wandering with loving urgency.

This final chapter presses one big question: What will you build your life on—what is temporary or
what is eternal?

1. AWarning to the Rich Who Trust in Wealth (James 5:1-3)
James opens with strong language:
“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!” (James 5:1).

He is not condemning money itself. He is condemning wealth that becomes a false savior—security
hoarded, gained unjustly, and used selfishly.

“Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver are corroded...
You have heaped up treasure in the last days” (James 5:2-3).

James reminds us that possessions decay, markets shift, and earthly security fails. People can
spend their lives trying to guarantee safety through investments, assets, and strategies—only to
discover how fragile all of it really is.

Personal Application
e Do | feel safer because of what | own, or because of who God is?
¢ If God removed my financial stability, would my peace collapse—or would my faith hold?
True security is never found in what can rust, break, lose value, or be taken.
2. God Hears the Cry of the Oppressed (James 5:4-6)
James becomes even more specific. He condemns injustice:

“Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out;
and the cries... have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth” (James 5:4).

God hears what people ignore. He sees what employers hide. He records what courts may never
punish.

James also confronts indulgent living:

“You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of
slaughter” (James 5:5).

And he exposes how the powerful can crush the righteous:
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“You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you” (James 5:6).

James is describing the kind of society that treats people like tools and celebrates luxury while
others suffer. God is not indifferent to this. He is righteous Judge.

Personal Application
e Do ltreat people—employees, workers, servers, strangers—with dignity?
e Dol spend freely on comfort while ignoring those in genuine need?
e |s my lifestyle shaped by compassion or by indulgence?

3. Patience in Light of the Lord’s Coming (James 5:7-8)

Then James turns from warning to encouragement:

“Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord” (James 5:7).

He compares believers to a farmer:

“See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives
the early and latter rain” (James 5:7).

God is not slow; He is purposeful. He is patiently gathering “precious fruit”—people coming to
repentance and faith. The delay is mercy.

James continues:
“You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand” (James 5:8).

“Establish your hearts” means strengthen, steady, anchor. In a shaking world, believers are called to
stand firm.

Personal Application

e Amlimpatient with God’s timing?

e Dolinterpret delay as neglect, or as mercy?

e Ismy heart established in the Lord, or in circumstances?
4. Don’t Grumble—The Judge Is at the Door (James 5:9-11)
James connects impatience with relational sin:

“Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is
standing at the door!” (James 5:9).

When people suffer and wait, they often start biting each other. James says: don’tdo it. The Lord is
near, and judgment is real.
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He points to examples:
“My brethren, take the prophets... as an example of suffering and patience” (James 5:10).
Then Job:

“You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is
very compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11).

God is not cruel with His children. He knows our weakness and deals with us as a Father. His
purposes are often hidden in the moment, but His heart is never absent.

Personal Application

e Am allowing pressure to make me harsh toward others?

e Do linterpret hardship through fear, or through trust in God’s compassion?
5. Let Your Yes Be Yes (James 5:12)
James calls believers to integrity:

“But above all, my brethren, do not swear... But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes, and your ‘No, ‘No,’ lest you fall
into judgment” (James 5:12).

The pointis simple: be truthful, dependable, and clear. A believer’s word should be trustworthy
without dramatic oaths.

Personal Application

e Do people trust my word?

e Do loverpromise and underdeliver?

e |Ismyspeech simple and honest—or inflated and unreliable?
6. A Practical Guide for Suffering, Joy, and Sickness (James 5:13-15)
James now gives a pastoral pathway for real life:

“Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms” (James
5:13).

Suffering should drive us to prayer, and joy should overflow in worship. Then James addresses
sickness:

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord” (James 5:14).

This is not superstition; it is obedience and community care. The church is meant to carry burdens
together.

“And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed
sins, he will be forgiven” (James 5:15).
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James shows that God can heal and God can forgive. Sometimes sickness and sin intersect,
sometimes they do not. Scripture does not permit us to accuse every sick person of hidden sin. That
is cruel and arrogant. But James does call us to take spiritual life seriously and to be open before
God.

Personal Application

e When | suffer, do | pray—or merely complain?

e When I’m cheerful, do | worship—or just entertain myself?

e When I’m sick, do | isolate—or do | invite the church to pray?
7. Confess Your Faults and Pray for One Another (James 5:16)
James broadens this to ongoing church life:

“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed” (James
5:16).

This is not a command to broadcast every sin publicly. It is a call to honest, humble spiritual
community—trusted relationships where believers can admit weakness, receive prayer, and pursue
growth.

Then James gives a foundational promise:
“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16).

Prayer matters. Not because the person is powerful, but because God is. Righteousness here
describes a life that is not playing games with sin and is walking sincerely with God.

Personal Application
e Do | have anyone who truly knows my struggles and prays with me?
¢ Am Itrying to fight battles alone that God designed me to face in fellowship?
8. Elijah: Ordinary Man, Extraordinary Prayer (James 5:17-18)
James reminds believers not to idolize Bible heroes:
“Elijah was a man with a nature like ours” (James 5:17).
He was not a superhuman. He was a person who believed God and prayed earnestly.

“And he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain... And he prayed again, and the
heaven gave rain” (James 5:17-18).

James’ point is not that we can control weather at will. His point is that God responds to earnest
prayer, and we often live far below what God invites us into because we limit Him through unbelief
and prayerlessness.
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Personal Application

e Have |l lowered my expectations of what God can do because I’'ve been disappointed
before?

e Dol praylike God is real, present, and able—or like prayer is a last resort?
9. Restoring the Wanderer: Love That Pursues (James 5:19-20)
James ends with urgent pastoral care:

“Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back...” (James
5:19).

This is not enabling. It is restoration. Turning someone back means lovingly confronting, calling them
to repentance, and guiding them to Christ—not telling them that sin is harmless.

James explains the stakes:

“Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and
cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:20).

This is the heart of shepherding and friendship: love that refuses to abandon someone to
destruction.

Personal Application
e |sthere someone drifting that | need to pursue with truth and love?
e Dol avoid hard conversations to keep comfort, even when a soul is at risk?
A Challenge for Believers
James closes by calling believers to an honest, sturdy faith:
e Don’ttrust riches—store treasure in what is eternal.
e Don’t exploit others—God hears the cry of the oppressed.
e Be patient—establish your heart while you wait for the Lord.
e Stop grumbling—live as if the Judge is near.
e Be aperson of integrity—let your yes be yes.
e Pray in suffering, worship in joy, seek prayer in sickness.
e Build real fellowship—confess, pray, and be healed.
e Pray with faith—God still answers.

e Pursue the wanderer—love restores.
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An Invitation to Non-Believers

James has shown that life is short, wealth is uncertain, and the soul is precious. If you are not in
Christ, the answer is not self-improvement or religious effort.

Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross. His resurrection declares that He is God,
Savior, and Lord. He calls you to repent, to turn from sin, and to trust Him with your life.

If you will come to Him, He will forgive you, cleanse you, and give you new life. He will not merely
teach you better habits—He will give you a new heart.

“The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins,
he will be forgiven” (James 5:15).

Come to Jesus Christ today. Ask Him to save you. Surrender to His lordship. Receive mercy that
covers sin and a life that will outlast this world.

6

Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted otherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



