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James 2:1–26 — Living Faith in the Lord of Glory 

Introduction: Faith Cannot Wear a Mask 

James is intensely practical. He is not interested in religious talk that leaves a person unchanged. In 
this chapter he confronts two common distortions of faith: 

1. Partiality—treating people differently based on status. 

2. Dead faith—claiming to believe while refusing to obey. 

James does not teach salvation by works. He exposes a profession of faith that has no life in it. The 
issue is not whether works save, but whether a person’s “faith” is real. 

1. The Lord of Glory and the Sin of Partiality (James 2:1–7) 

“My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality” (James 
2:1). 

James roots this command in who Jesus is: “the Lord of glory.” If we worship the One who took the 
lowest place and welcomed the outcast, we cannot cling to social favoritism without contradicting 
Him. 

James gives a simple, convicting illustration: 

“For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should 
also come in a poor man in filthy clothes…” (James 2:2). 

If the wealthy man is honored and the poor man is sidelined, James says: 

“Have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?” (James 
2:4). 

Partiality isn’t merely a social mistake—it is a spiritual judgment driven by wrong values. It assumes 
that a person’s worth is measured by appearance, influence, or money. 

James presses deeper: 

“Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom…? But you 
have dishonored the poor man” (James 2:5–6). 

God often displays spiritual riches in people who possess little in worldly terms. Meanwhile, the 
wealthy and powerful frequently use the system to exploit: 

“Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that noble name 
by which you are called?” (James 2:6–7). 

Personal Application 

1. Do I treat people differently based on what they can do for me? 
2. Do I listen more carefully to the influential than to the overlooked? 
3. Do I serve the needy with the same dignity I offer the comfortable? 
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Faith in Christ confronts the human instinct to rank people. 

2. The Royal Law: Love That Treats Others as Yourself (James 2:8–11) 

James calls love the “royal law”: 

“If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself,’ 
you do well” (James 2:8). 

This is “royal” because it reflects the heart of King Jesus. It summarizes how love should govern 
relationships. Not sentimental love—practical love. Love that seeks another’s good the same way 
you seek your own. 

Then James issues a sharp warning: 

“But if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors” (James 
2:9). 

Partiality is not a minor flaw—it is sin. And it reveals something even deeper: we like to grade 
ourselves on a curve. We compare ourselves to others and excuse what seems “small.” 

James refuses that logic: 

“For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). 

The point is not that every sin has identical consequences in every way, but that any sin reveals a 
lawbreaker. Breaking one command exposes the same rebellion beneath the surface. No one can 
claim righteousness by selective obedience. 

Personal Application 

The gospel humbles us. It ends the pride of “at least I’m not like them.” We all need mercy, and 
mercy changes how we treat others. 

3. Mercy and the Coming Judgment (James 2:12–13) 

“So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty” (James 2:12). 

The “law of liberty” is not freedom to sin. It is the liberating work of God’s truth in a willing heart—
truth that calls us into obedience and sets us free from selfishness. 

James adds a sober warning: 

“For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment” 
(James 2:13). 

If someone refuses mercy—living hard, condemning others, excusing cruelty—James warns that 
such a posture is spiritually dangerous. A merciless spirit is inconsistent with the mercy God calls us 
to receive and practice. 
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Personal Application 

• Am I quick to condemn and slow to restore? 

• Do I demand strictness from others while pleading for patience for myself? 

• Do I make room for repentance—or do I prefer punishment? 

Mercy does not deny truth. Mercy applies truth with redemption in view. 

4. “Can Faith Save Him?” — The Problem of Empty Profession (James 2:14–17) 

“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith 
save him?” (James 2:14). 

Notice the key word: “says.” James is challenging a verbal claim that has no reality behind it. The 
issue is not genuine faith, but claimed faith that produces nothing. 

He gives a concrete example: 

“If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Depart in 
peace, be warmed and filled,’ but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, 
what does it profit?” (James 2:15–16). 

Religious words without action are useless. Then James concludes: 

“Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:17). 

Dead faith is not struggling faith. It is not weak faith. It is faith in name only—profession without 
obedience, belief without submission, words without transformation. 

Personal Application 

Compassion is not optional Christianity. If we claim to love God but ignore human need, our faith is 
not being expressed the way God intends. 

5. Faith Demonstrated: Works as Evidence (James 2:18–20) 

James anticipates the argument: 

“But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’ Show me your faith without your works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works” (James 2:18). 

Faith is invisible—until it produces obedience. Works are not the root of salvation, but they are the 
fruit of real faith. A living faith moves a person. It changes priorities. It results in action. 

James exposes a common substitute: 

“You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!” (James 
2:19). 

Correct theology alone does not equal saving faith. Demons have accurate information, but no 
surrender, no love, no obedience. True faith involves trust that yields the will to God. 
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“But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?” (James 2:20). 

Personal Application 

A person can be religious, informed, and orthodox—yet unconverted. Ask: Is my faith producing 
obedience? Is it shaping my speech, my relationships, my integrity, my generosity? 

6. Abraham and Rahab: Two Pictures of Living Faith (James 2:21–25) 

Abraham: Obedience That Completes Faith 

“Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?” (James 
2:21). 

James is not saying Abraham earned salvation. He is saying Abraham’s faith was vindicated—shown 
to be real—through obedience. 

“Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?” 
(James 2:22). 

“Perfect” here means completed—faith reaching its intended expression. Abraham’s obedience 
demonstrated trust. 

“And the Scripture was fulfilled… ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.’ And he was called the friend of God” (James 2:23). 

Abraham’s relationship with God was not theoretical. It was proven under pressure. 

Rahab: Faith That Takes Sides with God 

“Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and 
sent them out another way?” (James 2:25). 

Rahab’s faith acted. She identified with God’s people at great risk. Her works did not purchase 
acceptance; they revealed the authenticity of her trust. 

Personal Application 

Living faith is not merely agreeing with truth—it is choosing God’s will when it costs something. 

7. The Final Summary: Faith Without Works Is Dead (James 2:26) 

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also” (James 2:26). 

Works are not the spirit of faith, but they are the evidence of life within it. A faith that never obeys, 
never repents, never loves, never changes—has no heartbeat. 

A Challenge for Believers 

James invites every believer to examine their life honestly. 

1. Are you treating people with equal dignity, or do you favor the impressive? 
2. Are you living with mercy, or keeping a record of wrongs? 
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3. Are you serving those in need, or offering only words? 
4. Are you obeying Christ in daily life, or merely speaking about Him? 

“So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty” (James 2:12). 

Ask God to make your faith visible—through humility, mercy, generosity, and obedience. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

You cannot save yourself by works, religion, or good intentions. Jesus saved us when He shed His 
blood on the cross. His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

The call is not merely to agree with facts about God, but to turn to Jesus Christ with your whole 
heart—trusting Him, surrendering to Him, and receiving the life He gives. 

If you are ready to come to Him, you can speak to Him honestly: 

Lord Jesus, I have sinned. I cannot make myself clean. Thank You for dying for me and rising again. I 
turn from my sin and put my trust in You. Forgive me, change me, and lead me as my Lord. Give me 
living faith that obeys You. Amen. 

“Mercy triumphs over judgment” (James 2:13). 

If you come to Jesus, you will not find condemnation—you will find mercy, forgiveness, and new life 
that begins to reshape everything. 


