
Daily Bible Reading Companion 
59-DBSN-Introduction to James 

 

 

1 
Copyright © 2024-2025 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.  Unless noted otherwise  all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)  Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

Introduction to the Epistle of James 

Key Verse 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. (James 1:22) 

Key Theme 

God’s wisdom—the wisdom from above—teaches us how to navigate trials, care for the vulnerable, 
master our tempers and tongues, and honor Him through the integrity of our daily lives. 

Background 

The Epistle of James is a fascinating letter. It’s also widely misunderstood. Many people assume 
James is correcting Paul, or even contradicting him, but that’s simply not the case. What has caused 
confusion is a kind of revisionism that separates what God has joined together—faith and 
obedience, doctrine and practice, belief and behavior. 

James is an especially interesting figure for several reasons. He was the half-brother of the Lord 
Jesus, and he presided over the Jerusalem Council in Acts chapter 15. He didn’t oppose Paul; they 
were looking at the same gospel from different angles. Paul frequently emphasizes our justification 
before God—how a sinner is made right with God by grace through faith. James emphasizes how 
genuine faith is demonstrated before people—how faith becomes visible through a life that actually 
obeys God. 

And we should remember this: faith is not believing in spite of the evidence. Faith is trusting God in 
spite of the consequences. 

James is an intensely practical book, and it deserves our careful attention. 

The Name “James” and Why It Matters 

James—"Yaakov Jacob” in Hebrew becomes “Iakobos” in Greek. Over time, that name develops in 
various languages, and in English we end up with “James.” But the original sense is helpful: Jacob 
carries the idea of “heel-catcher,” “supplanter,” “one who trips up.” Hosea 12:3 points back to the 
moment Jacob grasped his brother’s heel at birth. 

So right from the start, the book has a very Jewish flavor—and that matters when we interpret it. 

Which James Wrote This Letter? 

There are several men named James in the New Testament, which can make things confusing. 

• James the son of Zebedee, brother of John, part of the inner circle with Peter and John. He 
was martyred early (Acts 12:2), so he could not be the author. 

• James the son of Alphaeus, sometimes called “James the Less” (Mark 15:40). 

• Another James connected to Judas (not Iscariot) in the lists of the twelve (Luke 6:16; Acts 
1:13), though the identifications can get complex. 
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But the author of this letter is James, the Lord’s step-brother—a man who did not believe during 
Jesus’ earthly ministry, but became convinced after the resurrection. 

John 7:5 says plainly, “For even His brothers did not believe in Him.” That’s an important line. If 
Christ’s own brothers initially dismissed Him, it tells us something sobering: familiarity with Jesus 
can exist without surrender to Jesus. But after the resurrection, everything changed. 

Paul highlights this in 1 Corinthians 15:7: “After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.” 
And in Galatians 1:19, Paul identifies him unmistakably: “But I saw none of the other apostles 
except James, the Lord’s brother.” 

James becomes a major leader in the Jerusalem church, and his voice carries real weight. 

James and the Jerusalem Council 

Acts chapter 15 is one of the most pivotal chapters in the New Testament. The early church was 
largely Jewish, and the major controversy was whether Gentile believers needed to adopt the full 
ceremonial identity of Judaism—especially circumcision and the law of Moses. 

Peter stands up and testifies that God made no distinction between Jews and Gentiles, “purifying 
their hearts by faith” (Acts 15:9). Then James speaks, grounding the discussion in the prophets and 
clarifying that Gentiles should not be burdened with Israel’s ceremonial yoke (Acts 15:19–20). 

James’ leadership shows two things at once: 

1. The gospel is not “become Jewish, then become Christian.” Salvation is through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. God is not finished with Israel. James quotes the prophets to show that God’s redemptive 
plan includes a future restoration (Acts 15:16–17). 

So James is deeply Jewish, deeply biblical, and deeply gospel-centered. 

When Was James Written? 

James was martyred around A.D. 62, so the letter was written before then. Some believe it was 
written early, perhaps in the wake of persecution and scattering. Others believe it was written later 
to correct misunderstandings of grace—where people took Paul’s message and twisted it into moral 
looseness. 

Either way, the purpose becomes clear: James is not denying grace. He is defending living faith—
faith that breathes, walks, obeys, and bears fruit. 

The “Twelve Tribes Scattered Abroad” 

James addresses “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (James 1:1). That line has 
generated endless speculation about “lost tribes,” but the New Testament itself does not treat the 
tribes as a vanished mystery. Paul speaks of “our twelve tribes” in Acts 26:7. Anna is identified as 
being from “the tribe of Asher” in Luke 2:36. The tribal identity was not erased from Jewish 
consciousness. 
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So James is writing to Jewish believers (and likely Jewish communities influenced by the gospel), 
dispersed across the nations—yet his message is for the whole church, because the Holy Spirit 
preserved it for every generation. 

Why This Book Matters So Much 

Here’s what makes James so necessary: many Christians treat conversion as the finish line. But 
biblically, conversion is the starting line. 

The New Testament never invites us to become “gift inspectors.” It calls us, in a sense, to be “fruit 
inspectors.” Jesus said, “You will know them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16). James will press that 
point hard—not to replace faith with works, but to expose the kind of “faith” that never changes 
anything. 

This letter is packed with imperatives—short, punchy, direct. It doesn’t spend chapters building long 
theological arguments the way Paul often does. James steps into our daily lives: our speech, our 
integrity, our treatment of the poor, our handling of temptation, our conflicts, our use of money, our 
patience in suffering, our prayer life. 

And that’s exactly where many believers stumble: not because they don’t know enough Bible to win 
a debate, but because they don’t apply enough Bible to live with integrity. 

The Central Burden of James 

James is going to keep returning to one theme: living faith—faith that shows up in righteous living 
and godly behavior. 

And that’s a sobering responsibility, because your life becomes a public statement about God’s 
character. People will form conclusions about the Lord by watching the Lord’s people. 

That should humble us. It should also awaken us. 

Where We’re Headed 

As we read through these five chapters, we’ll see faith from several angles: 

• Faith that endures trials and grows steady 

• Faith that becomes visible in action 

• Faith that governs the tongue and shapes relationships 

• Faith that submits to God instead of chasing the world 

• Faith that waits patiently and prays expectantly 

James will not primarily give us “new doctrines.” He will give us a mirror. 

And if we let him, he will drive us to the Lord Jesus Christ—not only for forgiveness, but for 
transformation. Because the same Savior who shed His blood to save us also rose again to reign 
over us. He didn’t save us to leave us unchanged. He saved us to make us new. 
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Overview 

The Book of James is a highly practical letter written to encourage believers to actively live out their 
faith, famously emphasizing that faith without works is dead (James 2:26). James addresses 
everyday realities—including trials, wisdom, speech, wealth, and practical righteousness—calling 
for a faith that is humble, active, and deeply centered on godly living. 

While Paul’s letters frequently defend justification by faith, James focuses on the fruit of that faith, 
demonstrating that true belief inevitably produces righteous works. He delivers sharp warnings 
against favoritism, uncontrolled speech, and worldliness, while urging believers to seek divine 
wisdom and care for the vulnerable. Ultimately, James teaches that genuine faith is never invisible; it 
is always put on display through love, obedience, and consistent good deeds. 


