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Hebrews 2:1–18 — Don’t Drift: Hold Fast to Jesus 

Hebrews chapter 1 lifted our eyes to the greatness of Jesus Christ: God has spoken, and His final 
word has come through His Son. Chapter 2 begins with a very practical response to that truth. 

“Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.” 
(Hebrews 2:1 NKJV) 

That word drift is important. Drifting is usually not a sudden rebellion. It is a slow, almost unnoticed 
movement away from what is true. Nobody wakes up and says, “Today I will abandon Christ.” Most 
people drift: a neglected prayer life, a dulling of conviction, a growing appetite for the world, a quiet 
return to self-reliance. And the current pulls. 

For these Hebrew believers, the drift was toward the old religious system—back toward temple 
rituals, sacrifices, and the idea that salvation could be maintained or secured by works of the law. 
Hebrews warns them plainly: if God has spoken through His Son, you cannot treat His message 
casually. 

The Danger of Neglecting “So Great a Salvation” 

“For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience 
received a just reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation…” (Hebrews 2:2–3 
NKJV) 

If God held people accountable under the earlier revelation, how much more under the greater 
revelation—His own Son? 

Notice what the danger is: neglect. Not necessarily open hostility. Not loud blasphemy. Neglect. 

Neglect is deadly in spiritual life. A neglected marriage grows cold. A neglected garden grows weeds. 
A neglected faith drifts. 

And this salvation is “so great” because it is not built on our performance. It is built on Christ’s 
finished work—Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross. He rose again, declaring that 
He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

The gospel is not a self-improvement plan. It is rescue. It is forgiveness. It is a new life given by grace 
through faith. And if you neglect that, there is nowhere else to go. 

The writer reminds us that this salvation was first spoken by the Lord Jesus Himself and then 
confirmed by eyewitnesses. 

“…which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard 
Him…” (Hebrews 2:3 NKJV) 

And God backed that witness with public confirmation: 

“God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to His own will?” (Hebrews 2:4 NKJV) 
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Even here, there is a helpful anchor: gifts are given “according to His own will.” God is not a vending 
machine. The Holy Spirit is not controlled by human demand. He is God, and He works as He wills—
always faithful, always wise. 

The World to Come Belongs to the Son, Not to Angels 

“For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels.” (Hebrews 2:5 
NKJV) 

Angels are servants. They are real, powerful, and active—but they are not rulers of the coming 
kingdom. The world to come is under the authority of Jesus Christ. 

Then the writer quotes David, reflecting on the dignity God gave to humanity: 

“What is man that You are mindful of him, 
Or the son of man that You take care of him?” (Hebrews 2:6 NKJV) 

David looked at the heavens and felt small—and that’s a healthy feeling. Not worthless, but 
humbled. The vastness of creation has a way of stripping away our pride. Yet God is mindful of man. 
God visits man. God cares. 

And David says: 

“You have made him a little lower than the angels; 
You have crowned him with glory and honor, 
And set him over the works of Your hands.” (Hebrews 2:7 NKJV) 

God created humanity with dignity and purpose—made to reflect Him, to steward creation, to live in 
fellowship with Him. 

But we all know something is broken. The writer acknowledges it: 

“You have put all things in subjection under his feet… But now we do not yet see all things put under 
him.” (Hebrews 2:8 NKJV) 

In other words: this is what humanity was made for, but this is not what the world looks like right 
now. We see disorder. We see sin. We see death. We see oppression. We see the consequences of 
the fall. 

So what do we see? 

“But we see Jesus…” (Hebrews 2:9 NKJV) 

That’s the turning point of the chapter. When life feels out of control, when the world does not look 
like it is under righteous rule, the answer is not despair. The answer is to fix our eyes on Christ. 
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Jesus Became Man to Save Man 

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death… that He, 
by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.” (Hebrews 2:9 NKJV) 

Jesus took on humanity. He stepped into our weakness, not because He lacked power, but because 
love required proximity. He came close enough to bear our sin. 

And this “tasting death” is not merely physical death. Scripture speaks of death as separation. Sin 
separates us from God. That is the deepest death of all. On the cross, Jesus bore that consequence 
in our place. He experienced the forsakenness our sin deserved so that we would not have to be 
forsaken. 

Because He tasted death for us, we do not have to taste eternal separation from God. Those who 
belong to Christ will pass from this life into the presence of God, not into abandonment. 

Why Suffering Was Part of God’s Plan 

“For it was fitting for Him… in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings.” (Hebrews 2:10 NKJV) 

This does not mean Jesus lacked moral perfection. It means His saving mission was brought to its 
complete goal through suffering. He entered the full human experience—pain, grief, loss, 
temptation—so He could be a Savior who not only forgives but also understands. 

Then comes a stunning statement of grace: 

“For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is 
not ashamed to call them brethren…” (Hebrews 2:11 NKJV) 

Let that settle into your heart: He is not ashamed to call you His brother. 

Not because you are flawless, but because He has claimed you—cleansed you—brought you into 
His family by His blood. 

The Incarnation and the Defeat of the Devil 

“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the 
same…” (Hebrews 2:14 NKJV) 

Jesus truly became man. He felt hunger. He knew weariness. He experienced rejection. He felt 
sorrow. He lived inside the limitations we live in—yet without sin. 

And why? 

“…that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” (Hebrews 2:14–
15 NKJV) 

The devil held mankind under the dread of death, the weight of guilt, the bondage of sin. But Jesus 
went straight into the place of our fear and broke its power. The word “destroy” carries the sense of 
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rendering powerless—put out of business. Satan’s claim is answered by Christ’s cross and empty 
tomb. 

A Merciful and Faithful High Priest 

“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful 
High Priest… to make propitiation for the sins of the people.” (Hebrews 2:17 NKJV) 

Jesus is not a distant Savior. He is a merciful Savior. He is faithful. And His priesthood is not based 
on ritual but on relationship—He represents us before God because He became one of us. 

And because He suffered and was tempted, He is not merely aware of your battles—He can help 
you in them. 

“For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.” 
(Hebrews 2:18 NKJV) 

That word “aid” means real help, timely help, practical help. Not just sympathy, but strength. 

Practical Application 

1. Watch the drift. 
Ask yourself: What habits are pulling me away from Jesus? What am I neglecting? Where 
have I grown casual about the Word, prayer, worship, fellowship, repentance? 

2. Do not replace Christ with performance. 
The Hebrew believers were tempted to go back to religious activity as a way of security. We 
can do the same—trusting church attendance, ministry involvement, or moral effort instead 
of resting in Christ. Salvation is not maintained by fear; it is lived out by faith. 

3. When tempted, run to the One who understands. 
You are not fighting alone. Jesus is a merciful High Priest. Bring your temptation into the light. 
Pray. Open the Scriptures. Ask for help. Take the practical steps. He gives grace for real 
battles. 

A Challenge for Believers 

This week, refuse spiritual drift. Make deliberate choices to “give the more earnest heed.” Turn off 
what dulls your heart. Open the Word. Spend time with the Lord. Worship when you do not feel like 
it. Choose obedience when you would rather excuse yourself. The current is real, but grace is 
stronger. 

And remember: the One who holds the universe together is able to hold you together. If God can 
sustain the galaxies, He can sustain your faith. 
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An Invitation to Nonbelievers 

If you have never trusted Jesus Christ, do not neglect “so great a salvation.” God has spoken through 
His Son. Jesus became man, lived without sin, shed His blood on the cross to save you from sin, and 
rose again—declaring that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

Today, you can come to Him. Turn from sin. Believe in Him. Call on His name. He will forgive you, 
break the bondage of fear and guilt, and bring you into the family of God. 


