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Titus 1:1–16 

Ordered Churches, Sound Doctrine, and the Hope of Eternal Life 

As Paul opens his letter to Titus, he identifies himself first as a servant of God. The word he uses 
speaks of a slave—one who belongs entirely to another. This is a title of humility, but also of great 
honor. To belong wholly to the living God, the Creator of heaven and earth, is the highest calling a 
person can have. Many of God’s servants throughout Scripture bore this same title, and Paul gladly 
embraces it. 

Paul also identifies himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ, sent with authority for the sake of God’s 
people and the truth that leads to godliness. Biblical truth is never meant to remain theoretical. 
When it is rightly received, it shapes how we live. Sound doctrine produces godly living. 

The Hope of Eternal Life 

Paul anchors everything in the hope of eternal life, promised by God—who cannot lie—before the 
world began. Eternal life is more than endless existence; it is a quality of life, a life drawn from God 
Himself. It is the life seen so clearly in Jesus Christ—a life marked by purity, love, authority, and 
peace. 

This hope was brought fully into the open through the preaching of the gospel. Though God’s plan of 
redemption existed before creation, it was revealed in history when Jesus Christ came into the 
world. Jesus died on the cross for our sins, bearing the judgment we deserved. He was buried, and 
on the third day He rose from the dead. His resurrection confirms that God accepted the sacrifice, 
that death was defeated, and that Jesus is indeed God, Savior, and Lord. 

Because He lives, the hope of eternal life is not wishful thinking—it is a certainty. 

Paul reminds us that this hope sustains us. Without Christ, life ends in despair. But with Christ, even 
suffering and death are transformed. Just as God demonstrates resurrection in nature—through 
seeds that die and rise into new life, or caterpillars that become butterflies—so He promises a 
future transformation for those who trust in Him. For the believer, death is not the end; it is a change, 
a transition from this earthly tent to a heavenly dwelling prepared by God. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace 

Paul addresses Titus as his true son in the common faith and blesses him with grace, mercy, and 
peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Calling Jesus “Lord” is not merely a religious 
habit—it is a declaration of relationship. If Jesus is Lord, then we are His servants. To confess Him as 
Lord while refusing obedience is a contradiction Jesus Himself warned against. 

Jesus is His name—given because He saves His people from their sins. Christ is His mission—the 
promised Messiah. Lord is His title—declaring His rightful authority over our lives. 

Setting the Church in Order 

Paul explains why he left Titus in Crete: to set in order what was lacking and to appoint elders in 
every city. Crete was notorious for moral corruption, dishonesty, and greed. Yet even in such a 
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culture, God had established His church. Titus was left there not because the task was easy, but 
because it was necessary. 

The church requires godly leadership. Elders are to be men of integrity—faithful in their homes, self-
controlled, humble, not driven by anger or greed, and not abusing authority. They must be 
hospitable, devoted to what is good, and firmly grounded in God’s Word. Above all, they must be 
able to teach sound doctrine and refute error. 

Where leadership lacks biblical depth, churches become vulnerable. When entertainment replaces 
instruction and popularity replaces truth, believers are left spiritually malnourished. God’s people 
need the Word—clearly taught, faithfully applied, and courageously defended. 

Confronting False Teaching 

Paul warns Titus about false teachers—empty talkers and deceivers, especially those promoting a 
mixture of law and grace. These men were motivated by personal gain and were willing to distort 
truth to maintain influence. Their teaching disrupted households and damaged faith. 

Such deception must be confronted—not harshly for the sake of pride, but firmly for the sake of 
truth. Correction, when done biblically, aims at restoration. Paul’s desire was that those misled 
would become sound in the faith. 

He reminds Titus that purity flows from the heart. Those who are pure in heart see life clearly, while 
those who are defiled twist everything they touch. Some profess to know God, yet their lives deny 
Him. Faith that does not transform conduct is not saving faith. 

Personal Application 

This passage challenges us to examine our own lives: 

• Is our hope anchored in eternal life through Jesus Christ? 

• Are we living under His lordship, not merely using His name? 

• Do we value sound doctrine, or are we drawn to what simply entertains? 

• Is our faith visible in obedience and transformation? 

God desires churches marked by truth and believers shaped by grace. 

An Invitation to Receive Jesus Christ 

If you have never placed your trust in Jesus Christ, the hope Paul speaks of can be yours today. Jesus 
died on the cross to save you from sin. He took your guilt upon Himself. He rose from the dead, 
declaring that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

Eternal life is not earned by good works or religious effort. It is received by faith. 

If you are ready to turn from sin and trust in Jesus, you can pray from your heart: 
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“Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner. I believe You died on the cross for my sins and rose again from 
the dead. I ask You to forgive me and to be my Savior and my Lord. I place my trust in You alone. 
Thank You for giving me eternal life. Amen.” 

If you prayed that prayer sincerely, God has given you new life in Christ. Hold fast to the truth, grow in 
His Word, and live in the hope of eternal life promised by a God who cannot lie. 


