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First Timothy 1:1-20 — The Glorious Gospel and the Call to Faithful Living

Paul begins this letter by establishing the source of his authority: “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope.” His calling was not
self-generated, nor the result of human ambition. It was issued by divine command. Paul
understood himself as one sent—an ambassador representing Jesus Christ in a world that is
estranged from God.

That truth shapes how we view our own lives. Every believer is sent into places where God is not
honored, not to withdraw from the world, but to represent Christ faithfully within it. We are citizens
of heaven, but we are entrusted with a mission on earth.

Paul writes to Timothy, calling him “my true son in the faith,” revealing a relationship forged through
discipleship and shared devotion to Jesus Christ. Timothy had grown up with the Scriptures, taught
by his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois. Under Paul’s guidance, that foundation matured
into a life of faithful service. Ministry was not something Timothy drifted into; it was cultivated
through instruction, example, and obedience.

Paul blesses Timothy with “grace, mercy, and peace.” Grace is God giving us what we do not deserve.
Mercy is God withholding what we do deserve. Peace is the settled assurance that flows from
knowing both are true. Those three realities sustain anyone who serves the Lord. Without grace, we
burn out. Without mercy, we despair. Without peace, we lose our footing.

Timothy had been left in Ephesus, a spiritually difficult city, to confront false teaching. Paul urged
him to command certain people not to teach any other doctrine, nor to become distracted by
speculations that produced arguments instead of godly edification. Truth is meant to build up the
body of Christ, not fracture it. Doctrine that does not lead to love has missed its purpose.

Paul explains that the goal of instruction is love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere
faith. When teaching strays from those outcomes, it becomes empty talk. Some desired to be
teachers but lacked understanding. They spoke confidently, but without clarity or truth. Authority
without truth is dangerous, and volume never replaces substance.

Paul then clarifies the role of the law. The law is good when used lawfully. It was never intended to
make righteous people righteous, but to expose sin and restrain the lawless. A person who lives by
godly principles does not need the law hanging over him. But the law serves its purpose in revealing
sin and pointing people to their need for salvation.

That is why Paul shifts the focus to the gospel. Rather than preaching condemnation, he preached
“the glorious gospel of the blessed God.” The law exposes; the gospel rescues. The law reveals guilt;
the gospel offers forgiveness. Paul says this gospel was entrusted to him, not as a burden, butas a
sacred stewardship.

Paul then shares his own testimony. He had been a blasphemer, a persecutor, and violent toward
believers. Yet he obtained mercy. God’s grace overflowed toward him. Paul stands as living proof
that no one is beyond the reach of God’s forgiveness. Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the
cross, and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord.
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Paul summarizes the gospel with a statement he calls “a faithful saying worthy of all acceptance”:
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” That is the heart of Christianity. Every person has
sinned. Every person stands in need of salvation. Jesus did not come to condemn the world, but that
the world through Him might be saved.

Jesus never positioned Himself as the accuser of sinners. He invited them to come. He lifted the
fallen. He forgave the guilty. When the woman caught in adultery stood before Him, He did not
condemn her. He offered her mercy and a new direction. That is the gospel in action.

Paul says God saved him to demonstrate His longsuffering, so that others would know there is hope.
If God could save Paul, He could save anyone. Overwhelmed by that truth, Paul breaks into praise:
“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever
and ever.”

Paul closes the chapter by charging Timothy to hold fast to faith and a good conscience. Some had
rejected both and suffered spiritual shipwreck. Faith ignored and conscience violated always lead to
damage. Timothy was called to remember his calling and press on with courage.

Practical Application

Sound doctrine must always produce love. Truth that does not shape our character has not yet
shaped our hearts. God calls us to guard our faith, listen to our conscience, and remain anchored in
the gospel rather than distractions, arguments, or spiritual noise.

A Challenge for Believers

Hold fast to what God has entrusted to you. Do not drift. Do hot compromise truth. Do not silence
your conscience. Stay faithful in the calling God has given you. Remember, God does not look for
ability as much as availability and faithfulness. Keep your eyes on Jesus Christ—our hope.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

If you know that you are a sinner in need of forgiveness, hear this clearly: Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners. He shed His blood on the cross for your sins. He rose from the dead, proving
that He is God, Savior, and Lord. He is not here to condemn you—He is here to save you.

Today, you can come to Him. Turn from your sin. Trust in Jesus Christ. Receive His forgiveness. Begin
a new life marked by grace, mercy, and peace.
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