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Colossians 4:1–18 

Faithfulness in Prayer, Witness, and Calling 

I. Living Under Christ’s Authority 

Colossians 4:1 (NKJV) 

“Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in 
heaven.” 

Paul begins by reminding those in positions of authority that they themselves live under authority. 
Earthly power is never absolute. Every believer, regardless of role or status, answers to Christ. 
Justice, fairness, and accountability flow from the awareness that the Lord in heaven sees and 
judges rightly. 

While the cultural setting involved masters and servants, the principle applies broadly today—to 
employers, supervisors, leaders, and anyone entrusted with responsibility over others. 

Practical Application 

• Exercise authority with humility, fairness, and integrity. 

• Remember that all leadership is stewardship under Christ. 

II. A Life Marked by Prayer and Gratitude 

Colossians 4:2–4 (NKJV) 

“Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, 
that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in 
chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.” 

Paul calls believers to persistence in prayer. Prayer is not limited to asking for things; it includes 
watchfulness, worship, and thanksgiving. Gratitude keeps prayer from becoming self-centered and 
anchors it in trust. 

Even while imprisoned, Paul’s concern is not personal comfort but gospel opportunity. He asks 
prayer not for release, but for an open door to proclaim Christ clearly. His chains did not silence his 
mission. 

Practical Application 

• Make prayer a daily discipline, not a last resort. 

• Pray for gospel opportunities, even in difficult circumstances. 

• Let thanksgiving shape your prayers and your perspective. 
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III. Walking Wisely Before the World 

Colossians 4:5–6 (NKJV) 

“Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. Let your speech always be with 
grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.” 

Believers live with a limited amount of time. Paul urges us not to waste opportunities, but to redeem 
them—making the most of every moment for Christ. Wisdom toward unbelievers involves both 
conduct and conversation. 

Speech seasoned with grace is neither harsh nor silent. It reflects truth spoken with love, clarity, and 
respect. A gracious tongue opens doors that arguments never will. 

Practical Application 

• Be intentional with how you use your time. 

• Let your words reflect Christ’s grace and truth. 

• Be prepared to explain the hope you have with humility and wisdom. 

IV. Faithful Servants in the Work of the Lord 

Colossians 4:7–9 (NKJV) 

“Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the 
news about me.” 

Paul highlights ordinary faithfulness. Tychicus and Onesimus were not apostles, but they were 
trusted, reliable servants. Onesimus, once a runaway slave, had been transformed by Christ and 
was now called a faithful and beloved brother. 

The gospel changes identities. In Christ, the past no longer defines the future. Redemption produces 
new purpose and restored dignity. 

Practical Application 

• Serve faithfully where God has placed you. 

• Remember that Christ redeems failures and restores usefulness. 

V. God’s Work Through Imperfect People 

Colossians 4:10–11 (NKJV) 

Paul sends greetings from fellow workers, including Mark, who once abandoned the mission but was 
later restored. What once caused division had been healed by grace. 

God is not finished with people who stumble. Restoration is part of His redemptive work. Failure 
does not disqualify a repentant heart. 
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Practical Application 

• Do not give up on others—or yourself—after failure. 

• Rejoice in God’s power to restore and reconcile. 

VI. The Ministry of Intercessory Prayer 

Colossians 4:12–13 (NKJV) 

“Epaphras… always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in 
all the will of God.” 

Epaphras models pastoral devotion through prayer. Though absent physically, he labored spiritually 
on behalf of the believers. His desire was not comfort or popularity, but spiritual maturity. 

True ministry seeks that God’s people stand firm, complete, and obedient to God’s will. 

Practical Application 

• Pray fervently for the spiritual growth of others. 

• Measure success by faithfulness, not visibility. 

VII. Fellowship, Warning, and Instruction 

Colossians 4:14–17 (NKJV) 

Paul mentions Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas—who later abandoned the ministry out of 
love for the world. This sober reminder shows that spiritual drift is always a danger. 

Paul also exhorts Archippus: 

“Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.” 

Every believer has a calling. Faithfulness requires attentiveness, perseverance, and obedience. God 
does not call us to comparison, but to completion. 

Practical Application 

• Guard your heart against loving the world. 

• Take seriously the calling God has given you. 

• Commit to finishing well. 

VIII. Grace to the End 

Colossians 4:18 (NKJV) 

“Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.” 

Paul closes not with bitterness, but with grace. His imprisonment did not diminish his confidence in 
God’s purposes. Grace sustained him, and grace sustains every believer.  
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Final Challenge for Believers 

Redeem the time. Continue in prayer. Walk wisely before the world. Speak with grace. Serve 
faithfully. Fulfill the ministry God has entrusted to you, knowing that Christ is your Master and your 
reward. 

Invitation to Non-Believers 

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to forgive your sins. God raised Him from the dead, 
declaring Him to be God, Savior, and Lord. Salvation is not found in religion, effort, or good 
intentions, but in Christ alone. 

Turn to Him in faith today. Trust in His finished work. Receive forgiveness, new life, and reconciliation 
with God through Jesus Christ. 


