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Colossians 1:1-29

The Supremacy of Christ and the Maturity of the Believer
I. Background and Purpose of the Letter

Colossians 1:1-2

Paul writes to believers in Colossae, a city in Asia Minor near Laodicea and Hierapolis. Though Paul
had never personally visited these churches, they were likely established through the spread of the
gospel during his extended ministry in Ephesus. Converts carried the message home, and
fellowships were born.

Epaphras, the pastor of the Colossian church, visited Paul during his imprisonment in Rome and
reported that dangerous false teachings were gaining influence. These teachings included early
forms of Gnosticism, which denied the full deity of Christ, and legalistic Judaism, which added
works to faith as a requirement for salvation. Paul writes to correct error not by debating
philosophies, but by exalting Christ.

Paul opens with apostolic authority:
“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother.”

Authority in ministry does not come from ambition or position, but from calling. What matters most
is not what we are, but that we are what we are by the will of God.

Practical Application
e Faithfulness is measured by obedience to God’s calling, not by comparison with others.
e Do not despise where God has placed you; serve Him there fully.
Il. Faith, Love, and Hope: Marks of True Believers
Colossians 1:3-8
Paul thanks God for three visible evidences of genuine faith:
e FaithinJesus Christ
e Love for all the saints
e Hope laid up in heaven

“Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of your love for all the saints; because of the hope
which is laid up for you in heaven.”

Faith looks upward to Christ, love reaches outward to others, and hope anchors the heart in eternity.
These are not temporary emotions but enduring characteristics of a believer’s life.

The gospel, Paul says, is bearing fruit everywhere it is truly received:

“Which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit.”
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This fruit is seen not only in transformed lives, but in societies influenced by the gospel—where
liberty, compassion, and moral clarity flourish.

Practical Application

e Take an honest look at your life and ask whether faith, love, and hope are truly growing
realities. If you find they are lacking, don’t try to manufacture them in your own strength.
Bring it to the Lord in prayer and ask Him to produce these qualities in you by His Spirit.

e Remember that the gospel always produces fruit when it is truly believed.
l1l. Paul’s Prayer: Knowing God’s Will and Walking Worthy
Colossians 1:9-12
Paul’s first recorded prayer request is striking:
“That you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”

God does not usually reveal His entire plan at once. Instead, He reveals His will progressively as we
obey what He has already shown us. Obedience to the first step leads to clarity about the next.

Paul’s prayer moves from knowledge to action:

“That you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God.”

The Christian life is not passive. It is a walk—daily, intentional, and growing.
Practical Application
e Begin each day by yielding your will to God.
e Trust Him to reveal direction as you obey step by step.
IV. Deliverance, Redemption, and the Kingdom
Colossians 1:13-14

“He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His
love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”

Salvation is not merely forgiveness; it is a transfer of kingdoms. Every believer has been rescued
from the authority of darkness and brought under the loving rule of Christ.

This redemption required a price—the blood of Jesus Christ. His death on the cross provided the
righteous basis for forgiveness. His resurrection declares Him to be God, Savior, and Lord.

Practical Application
e Live as citizens of Christ’s kingdom, not slaves of your former life.

e Give thanks regularly for redemption that cost Christ His blood.
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V. The Supremacy of Christ

Colossians 1:15-18

Paul now confronts false teaching by proclaiming who Jesus truly is:
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.”

Jesus is not a created being. He is the eternal God the Son, supreme over all creation. All things were
created by Him, through Him, and for Him—visible and invisible, material and spiritual.

“And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”

Christ not only created the universe; He sustains it. Every atom, every force, every moment holds
together because He wills it so.

“And He is the head of the body, the church.”
No man, system, or denomination holds that place. Christ alone is the Head.
“That in all things He may have the preeminence.”
God’s purpose is clear: Christ must be first in everything—including our lives.
Practical Application
e Ask honestly whether Christ truly holds first place in your priorities.
e Preeminence is proven by obedience, not words.
VI. Reconciliation Through the Cross
Colossians 1:19-23
“For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell.”
All that God is dwells fully in Christ.
Through the blood of His cross, Jesus made peace possible between God and man:

“And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has
reconciled.”

Believers are now presented as holy, blameless, and unreprovable—not because of personal merit,
but because of Christ’s righteousness credited to them by faith.

Practical Application
e Restin Christ’s finished work, not in your performance.

o |etgratitude replace guilt.
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VII. Christ in You: The Mystery Revealed
Colossians 1:24-27

Paul speaks of a mystery once hidden but now revealed: “Which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

The Gospel is not merely instruction—it is transformation through indwelling life. Jesus does not
only show the path; He gives the power to walk it.

This is what separates the gospel from every religious system. Others point the way; Christ lives
within.

Practical Application

e  Stop striving in your own strength.

o Depend daily on the indwelling Christ for victory over sin.
VIIl. The Goal of Ministry: Spiritual Maturity
Colossians 1:28-29

“Whom we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

The goal of ministry is not merely conversion, but maturity—believers growing into completeness in
Christ.

Paul labors not by human energy alone:

“According to His working which works in me mightily.”

Practical Application
e Committo growing deeper in Christ, not just knowing about Him.
e Allow God’s power to work through yielded obedience.

Final Challenge for Believers

Is Christ truly preeminentin your life? Not in words, but in decisions, priorities, and obedience. Yield
afresh to the One who created you, redeemed you, and now lives within you.

Invitation to Non-Believers

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to forgive your sins. God raised Him from the dead,
declaring Him to be God, Savior, and Lord. You can be reconciled to God today—not by works,
religion, or effort—but by faith in Jesus Christ.

Turn from self-rule. Trust in Christ alone. Receive forgiveness, new life, and the indwelling presence
of the risen Lord.
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