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Galatians 6:1–18 

Living Out the Gospel of Grace 

Introduction: Grace Lived in Community 

Galatians chapter 6 brings Paul’s letter to its practical and pastoral conclusion. Having defended the 
gospel of grace and exposed the bondage of legalism, Paul now shows what grace looks like when 
lived out in everyday Christian relationships. Doctrine must shape conduct. Theology must result in 
transformed lives. 

Grace does not produce isolation, pride, or spiritual superiority. It produces humility, responsibility, 
love, and perseverance. What Paul describes in this chapter is not theoretical Christianity, but 
gospel-shaped living within the body of Christ. 

1. Restoration, Not Condemnation 

Galatians 6:1 

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.” 

Paul distinguishes between rebellion and being overtaken. The picture is of someone caught off 
guard, trapped by failure. God’s response to such a person is not destruction, but restoration. 

Those who are “spiritual” are not the proud or severe, but the humble and Spirit-led. Restoration 
must be done gently, with self-awareness. Anyone who helps another must remember his own 
vulnerability. Apart from the grace of God, none of us stand secure. 

God’s heart has always been restoration. He does not delight in condemning sinners, but in 
redeeming and restoring them. If we claim to serve Him, we must reflect that same heart. 

2. Bearing Burdens Together 

Galatians 6:2 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Christ bore our greatest burden when He carried our sin to the cross. Because Jesus saved us when 
He shed His blood on the cross, we are now free to help carry one another’s burdens. 

The law of Christ is love. When believers share sorrow, struggle, and pain, they reflect the 
compassion of Jesus Himself. Christianity was never meant to be lived alone. The body of Christ is 
designed for shared life, shared suffering, and shared strength. 

3. Guarding Against Pride and Self-Deception 

Galatians 6:3–5 

“For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.” 
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Spiritual pride blinds a person to reality. Such a person is not deceiving others, but himself. True 
maturity produces humility, not arrogance. 

“But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in 
another.” 

Paul calls for honest self-examination, not comparison. Fruit must be evident in one’s own life 
before it is proclaimed to others. 

“For each one shall bear his own load.” 

While we help carry heavy burdens, personal responsibility remains. No one can live another 
person’s life or obedience. Grace does not remove responsibility; it empowers it. 

4. Supporting the Work of the Word 

Galatians 6:6 

“Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.” 

Paul affirms the principle that those who labor in teaching God’s Word should be supported. This 
includes material provision, but also encouragement, prayer, and gratitude. 

God Himself sustains His servants, and He often does so through the generosity of His people. Yet 
the greatest rewards of ministry are not material—they are lives changed by the truth of God’s Word. 

5. The Unchanging Law of Sowing and Reaping 

Galatians 6:7–8 

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.” 

This principle governs all of life. Choices have consequences. No one ultimately escapes the 
harvest of what he plants. 

“For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of 
the Spirit reap everlasting life.” 

Every day, believers sow either to the flesh or to the Spirit—through what they think, watch, listen to, 
pursue, and value. Feeding the flesh strengthens corruption. Feeding the Spirit produces life. 

The Word of God nourishes the Spirit. Prayer strengthens dependence on God. Fellowship 
encourages growth. What we plant determines what we harvest. 

6. Perseverance in Doing Good 

Galatians 6:9–10 

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” 

Spiritual growth and fruit take time. The temptation is to quit when results are not immediate. Paul 
reminds us that God’s timing governs the harvest. 
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“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.” 

Grace produces active love. Believers are called to do good broadly, but with particular care for 
fellow believers. Love that does not act is not biblical love. 

7. Glorying Only in the Cross 

Galatians 6:11–15 

Paul now adds a deeply personal note. 

“See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand!” 

This underscores the urgency and sincerity of his message. 

He exposes the motive of false teachers: 

“As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, 
only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.” 

Legalism avoids the offense of the cross. It allows people to boast in human achievement. 

Paul’s response is unmistakable: 

“But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” 

The cross ends all boasting. It declares that salvation is entirely God’s work. Jesus saved us when He 
shed His blood on the cross, and the resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation.” 

What matters is not religious identity, but transformation. 

8. The Cost of Faithfulness and the Blessing of Grace 

Galatians 6:16–18 

“As many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them.” 

The rule is simple: glory in the cross, live by grace, walk as a new creation. 

Paul closes with these words: 

“From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” 

Paul’s scars testified to his faithfulness. He had suffered for the gospel he defended. 

“Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.” 

Grace both begins and ends the Christian life. 
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Practical Application for Believers 

• Seek restoration, not condemnation, when others fail 

• Carry one another’s burdens with compassion 

• Guard against pride through honest self-examination 

• Be intentional about sowing to the Spirit 

• Persevere in doing good, trusting God’s timing 

A Challenge for Believers 

Do not grow weary in grace-filled living. Resist legalism and pride. Glory only in the cross. Walk daily 
in the Spirit, knowing that God will bring a harvest in His time. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

You cannot change yourself by effort or religion. You cannot erase sin through good works. 

Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross for your sins. He rose from the dead, proving that He is 
Lord. Through faith in Him, you can be forgiven, made new, and given eternal life. 

Turn from sin. Trust in Jesus Christ. Receive His grace today. 

Closing Prayer 

Father, thank You for Your Word and for the grace that teaches us how to live. Help us to sow to the 
Spirit, to walk in love, and to glory only in the cross of Jesus Christ. May our lives reflect Your mercy 
and truth. Amen. 


