Daily Bible Reading Companion
47-2 Corinthians Chapter 10

The Meek Authority of Christ and the Reality of Spiritual Warfare
Second Corinthians 10:1-18
Introduction: Strength That Looks Weak

The Corinthian believers had begun to question Paul’s authority. Some criticized his physical
appearance, others dismissed his personal presence as unimpressive, and many accused him of
being bold only when writing letters from a distance. Paul responds not by defending himself in the
flesh, but by anchoring his authority in the character of Christ and the power of God.

He begins with humility, not hostility.

“Now |, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—who in
presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you.”

Paul deliberately aligns himself with the meekness of Christ. This is not weakness; it is strength
under control. Christ Himself stood silently before His accusers, yet overturned the powers of sin,
death, and Satan through the cross and the resurrection.

1. Walking in the Flesh Without Warring According to the Flesh
Second Corinthians 10:2-6

Paul acknowledges an unavoidable reality: we live in physical bodies, in a fallen world, surrounded
by pressure, accusation, and conflict. But he makes a crucial distinction.

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.”

The Christian life is not sustained by human strategies, personality, charisma, or force of will. The
real battle is not external but spiritual.

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds.”

These strongholds are not geographical fortresses. They exist in the mind—patterns of thinking, lies,
imaginations, and arguments that resist the knowledge of God.

“Casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”

The Battlefield of the Mind

Spiritual warfare is most intense in the realm of thought. Temptation rarely begins with action; it
begins with imagination. A thought is entertained, a fantasy is rehearsed, and eventually the heart is
persuaded. Jesus addressed this reality directly:

“Whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

Victory must occur at the level of thought. Every idea that contradicts Christ’s character,
commands, or purposes must be confronted, not entertained.
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2. Spiritual Weapons for a Spiritual Battle

Paul does not leave believers defenseless. God has provided everything necessary for victory.
¢ The Word of God exposes lies and reveals truth.
o Faith extinguishes the fiery darts of the enemy.
e Prayerinvites divine power into human weakness.

When believers fail to recognize spiritual attack, they often endure unnecessary discouragement,
heaviness, irritability, or despair. Scripture gives a clear promise:

“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

Resistance begins with recognition. Victory follows obedience. Joy is restored when believers stand
in Christ’s finished work.

The cross is not merely forgiveness; it is triumph. Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the
cross, and the resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. Satan was decisively defeated,
though he continues to harass those who do not stand in that victory.

3. Authority Given for Edification, Not Destruction

Second Corinthians 10:7-11

Paul confronts the Corinthians’ fixation on outward appearance.
“Do you look at things according to the outward appearance?”

Spiritual authority is not validated by physical presence, eloquence, or charisma. Paul’s authority
came from the Lord and had a clear purpose.

“For even if | should boast somewhat more about our authority, which the Lord gave us for
edification and not for your destruction, | shall not be ashamed.”

God-given authority builds up; it does not tear down. Any ministry that consistently destroys,
humiliates, or manipulates is not reflecting the heart of Christ.

4. The Folly of Comparing Ourselves With Others
Second Corinthians 10:12
Paul identifies a subtle but dangerous error.

“For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But
they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not
wise.”

Comparison breeds pride or despair. Neither leads to godliness. Christ alone is the standard.

Jesus explained this standard when He said:
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“Of righteousness, because | go to My Father.”

The ascension of Christ declares God’s accepted righteousness. No human effort can reach that
standard. Righteousness is received, not achieved. It is given through faith in Jesus Christ.

5. A Ministry Measured by Faithfulness, Not Fame
Second Corinthians 10:13-16

Paul refuses to boast in another man’s labor. His calling was to preach Christ where Christ had not
been named.

True ministry is marked by obedience, not ambition. It seeks the lost, not the spotlight. It advances
the gospel, not personal platforms.

6. The Only Legitimate Boasting

Second Corinthians 10:17-18

Paul concludes with a definitive principle.

“But he who glories, let him glory in the Lord.”

Human approval is unreliable. Self-commendation is meaningless. What matters is God’s verdict.
“For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends.”

The cross reminds us that salvation is entirely God’s work. The resurrection confirms that Christ
alone is worthy of glory.

Practical Application for Believers
e Guard your mind with truth; do not tolerate thoughts that contradict Christ.
e Use spiritual weapons, not fleshly reactions.
e Resist comparison; pursue faithfulness.
e Seek God’s approval above all human praise.
e Stand firm, even when standing is all you can do.
A Challenge to the Church

The world presses relentlessly against holiness. Compromise is easy; obedience is costly. You
cannot live a spiritual life in the power of the flesh. God has given you everything necessary to stand.
Use it.
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An Invitation to Non-Believers

If you are not in Christ, understand this clearly: the greatest battle is not circumstances—it is the
condition of the heart. Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to save you. He rose from the dead,
proving that He is Lord, Savior, and God.

Scripture declares:
“Light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light.”

You do not need to earn forgiveness. You cannot achieve righteousness. You are invited to receive
both through faith in Jesus Christ.

Turn from sin. Trust in Him. Call upon His name. He will save you.
Closing Prayer

Father, thank You for Your Word—the standard for life and the light for our path. Teach us to walk in
the Spirit, to stand in truth, and to glory only in what You have done through Your Son. May our lives
be pleasing and acceptable in Your sight.

In Jesus’name. Amen.

4

Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted otherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



