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2 Corinthians 9:1–15 

Cheerful Giving, Spiritual Law, and Thanksgiving to God 

Introduction: Love Expressed Through Generosity 

Paul continues his appeal concerning the offering for the suffering believers in Jerusalem. This is not 
a fund-raising campaign driven by pressure or guilt, but a pastoral exhortation rooted in love, unity, 
and gratitude. The need is real—severe persecution had left the Jerusalem church in deep material 
distress—but Paul is careful to protect the integrity of the gospel and the freedom of the giver. 

“Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you.” 

Paul acknowledges that the Corinthians already understood the importance of generosity. What 
follows is not coercion, but encouragement toward faithful follow-through. 

I. Prepared Hearts and Willing Readiness (2 Corinthians 9:1–5) 

Paul commends the Corinthians for their earlier eagerness: 

“For I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians.” 

Their readiness had stirred others to generosity. Yet Paul sends trusted brothers ahead: 

“Lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this respect.” 

Paul wanted the offering to be prepared before his arrival so that it would be a genuine gift of love: 

“That the same might be ready as a matter of generosity and not as a grudging obligation.” 

Paul was intentionally careful to avoid even the appearance of manipulating people for money. His 
concern was not only for the needs of the saints, but for the honor of Jesus Christ. 

Practical Application 

True generosity is planned, willing, and joyful—not reactive or pressured. God values the heart 
behind the gift. 

II. The Spiritual Law of Sowing and Reaping (2 Corinthians 9:6) 

Paul now states a foundational spiritual principle: 

“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.” 

This is not a promise of wealth, nor a guarantee of material gain. It is a spiritual law, much like 
natural laws God has built into creation. The harvest corresponds to the sowing. 

Paul is not offering a technique for prosperity, but a call to trust God’s provision. God cannot be 
outgiven. 
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III. How God Desires His People to Give (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

Paul now explains the manner of giving: 

“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” 

Giving is personal and intentional. It is not dictated by others, nor extracted through pressure. God 
delights in giving that flows from joy and love. 

Anything given reluctantly or under compulsion does not honor God. What He desires is cheerful 
generosity—freely offered. 

Practical Application 

If giving is accompanied by resentment, it is better withheld. God values willing hearts over forced 
contributions. 

IV. God’s Promise of Sufficiency, Not Excess (2 Corinthians 9:8–11) 

Paul assures the Corinthians: 

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may have an abundance for every good work.” 

God promises sufficiency, not indulgence. He supplies what is needed so that believers may 
continue to do good. 

Paul quotes Scripture: 

“He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever.” 

God provides seed to sowers and bread for food, multiplying resources so that generosity may 
continue: 

“Being enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.” 

The goal is not accumulation, but ongoing generosity that glorifies God. 

V. Giving That Produces Thanksgiving and Glory to God (2 Corinthians 9:12–14) 

Paul highlights the twofold impact of generous giving: 

“For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is 
abounding through many thanksgivings to God.” 

The offering meets physical needs and ignites worship. Those who receive give thanks—not merely 
to people, but to God Himself. 

Giving also testifies to genuine obedience to the gospel: 

“They glorify God for your obedient confession to the gospel of Christ.” 
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The recipients respond with gratitude and prayer, deepening fellowship across the body of Christ. 

Practical Application 

Generosity multiplies praise. What is given in love returns in thanksgiving to God. 

VI. The Supreme Motivation: God’s Unspeakable Gift (2 Corinthians 9:15) 

Paul concludes with the ultimate perspective: 

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 

All Christian giving flows from what God has already given. The Father gave His Son. Jesus Christ 
shed His blood on the cross for sin. God raised Him from the dead, declaring Him to be God, Savior, 
and Lord. 

Every spiritual blessing flows from Christ. Generosity is a response to grace, not a requirement for 
acceptance. 

Practical Application for Believers 

• Plan your generosity thoughtfully and prayerfully. 

• Give willingly, not under pressure. 

• Trust God for sufficiency, not excess. 

• Let generosity fuel worship and thanksgiving. 

• Remember that all giving begins with God’s gift in Christ. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Is your giving shaped by gratitude or reluctance? Are you trusting God’s provision or clinging to 
control? God invites you to experience the joy of cheerful generosity rooted in faith. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

The generosity God desires begins with receiving His greatest gift. Jesus Christ shed His blood on the 
cross to forgive sin. God raised Him from the dead, declaring Him to be God, Savior, and Lord. 

You cannot earn God’s favor, but you can receive His grace. Turn to Jesus Christ today, trust in His 
finished work, and receive the gift of eternal life. 

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.” 


