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2 Corinthians 5:1–21 

From Earthly Tents to Eternal Glory: Living Reconciled Lives 

Introduction: A Right Understanding of Death 

Paul continues his teaching by addressing how believers should understand death. For the child of 
God, death is not a tragedy but a transition. Much fear and confusion surrounding death arises from 
misunderstanding its meaning for those who belong to Christ. 

“For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

Paul makes a clear distinction between who we are and where we live. The body is not the person; it 
is the dwelling place of the spirit. He intentionally calls the body a tent—temporary, fragile, and 
meant to be replaced. (see endnotei) 

I. The Temporary Tent and the Eternal House (2 Corinthians 5:1) 

The human body is described as a temporary shelter, while the future body is a permanent dwelling 
designed by God Himself. 

• The tent is temporary, inherited, flawed, and subject to decay. 

• The building from God is eternal, direct from God, and untouched by corruption. 

For the believer, death is simply moving out of a worn-out tent and into a permanent home prepared 
by God. 

Practical Application 

When life is evaluated through eternity, fear loses its grip. The believer is not clinging to what is 
fading but anticipating what is lasting. 

II. Groaning for Completion, Not Disembodiment (2 Corinthians 5:2–4) 

Paul acknowledges the tension believers feel: 

“For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven.” 

Suffering, weakness, and aging cause us to long for what God has promised. This longing is not a 
desire to escape existence, but to be fully clothed with resurrection life. 

“Not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by 
life.” 

Christian hope is not the escape of the soul from the body, but the transformation of existence by 
God’s life. 

III. God’s Guarantee: The Spirit as a Down Payment (2 Corinthians 5:5) 

Paul explains that this hope is secure: 
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“Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a 
guarantee.” 

The Holy Spirit is God’s pledge that full redemption is coming. The presence of the Spirit is not the 
end of salvation, but the assurance that God will complete what He has begun. 

Practical Application 

The Spirit’s presence is not merely for comfort now, but confirmation of what lies ahead. God 
finishes what He starts. 

IV. Confident Living and Confident Dying (2 Corinthians 5:6–8) 

Paul declares a remarkable confidence: 

“While we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord… we are confident, yes, well pleased 
rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.” 

Death does not bring separation from God—it brings immediate presence with Him. The believer 
never experiences spiritual death again because Jesus bore that separation on the cross. 

V. Living to Please God (2 Corinthians 5:9) 

Paul’s life goal is simple and profound: 

“Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.” 

The driving purpose of the believer’s life is not comfort, recognition, or success, but faithfulness to 
God. 

VI. The Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10) 

Paul clarifies accountability for believers: 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” 

This is not a judgment of salvation but an evaluation of works. Salvation is God’s gift, received 
through faith. Rewards, however, are connected to faithfulness and motive. 

“That each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad.” 

Works motivated by pride or self-promotion will not endure. Works done in love and obedience will. 

Practical Application 

Ask not only what you are doing for God, but why you are doing it. 

VII. The Fear of the Lord and the Love of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:11–15) 

Paul explains his motivation: 
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“Knowing, therefore, the fear of the Lord, we persuade men.” 

This fear is not terror of punishment but reverent awareness that our lives matter to God. It is the fear 
of grieving the One who loves us. 

Paul then anchors everything in the cross: 

“For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died.” 

The cross proves humanity’s spiritual death apart from God. Jesus died because all were dead in sin. 

“And He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died 
for them and rose again.” 

The resurrection declares that Jesus is God, Savior, and Lord—and it defines the new purpose of 
those who belong to Him. 

VIII. A New Creation and a New Way of Seeing (2 Corinthians 5:16–17) 

Paul announces the radical change brought by Christ: 

“Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh.” 

Earthly categories lose their power when viewed through eternity. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new.” 

This is not mere religious improvement but total transformation. A changed life is the evidence of 
genuine reconciliation. 

IX. The Ministry of Reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18–20) 

Paul explains the gospel mission: 

“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ.” 

God was never reconciled to humanity—humanity must be reconciled to God. 

“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them.” 

Believers are now entrusted with this message: 

“Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ… we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to 
God.” 

X. The Great Exchange at the Cross (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

Paul concludes with one of the clearest summaries of the gospel: 

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God 
in Him.” 
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Jesus, perfectly sinless, bore humanity’s sin. In exchange, believers receive His righteousness. 
Salvation rests entirely on what Christ has done. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Are you living for yourself or for the One who died and rose again for you? Examine your motives, 
priorities, and affections. Live in light of eternity, not temporary gain. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

God is offering reconciliation—not condemnation. Jesus shed His blood on the cross to remove your 
sin. God raised Him from the dead, declaring Him to be God, Savior, and Lord. 

If you reject this offer, there is no other sacrifice for sin. But if you receive Him, you will be forgiven, 
made new, and brought into eternal fellowship with God. 

Be reconciled to God today. 

 
i We often think of ourselves as a body that has a soul, but Scripture reveals the opposite truth: we are a soul 
that lives in a body. Jesus drew this distinction when He said, “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul.” 

The body is not who we are; it is where we live for now. Paul describes it as a temporary dwelling: 
“If our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” 

This present body is fallen and fragile—an interface for life in a broken world. It wears down, suffers, 
and eventually fails. But a Christ-follower’s physical death does not end our existence; it simply removes the 
temporary tent. 

Paul speaks with quiet confidence:  “To be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.” 
God completes His work. What is sown in weakness will be raised in glory:  “The body is sown in corruption, it 
is raised in incorruption.” Because Jesus shed His blood on the cross, sin has been judged. Because God 
raised Him from the dead, death has been defeated. The resurrection of Christ guarantees a resurrection body 
for those who belong to Him—one untouched by sin, decay, sorrow, or pain:  “Death is swallowed up in 
victory.” 

This hope reshapes how we live. We do not cling tightly to what is fading. We walk by faith, not by 
sight, knowing that what is temporary is giving way to what is eternal. “Just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.” 
 


