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Introduction to Second Corinthians: Context, Pain, and Pastoral Transparency
The correspondence between Paul and the Corinthian church was extensive and complex.

Second Corinthians is unlike any other letter Paul wrote. Whereas First Corinthians addressed a
wide range of practical problems with clarity and firmness, Second Corinthians opens Paul’s heartin
a deeply personal way. It is widely regarded as his most emotional and transparent letter.

The Sequence of Letters and Visits

Paul’s relationship with the Corinthian church unfolded through four letters and three visits:
1. The founding visit, when Paul established the church.
2. Aprevious letter (now lost), referenced in First Corinthians.

3. First Corinthians, written after Paul received troubling news from members of Chloe’s
household and a letter delivered by Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus.

4. A painfulvisit, during which Paul attempted to correct matters personally, but the situation
worsened.

5. Asevere letter (now lost), written with great anguish and tears, may have been reflected in
Second Corinthians chapters ten through thirteen (impossible to know).

6. Second Corinthians, written after Titus reported that the majority of the church had repented
and disciplined the ringleader of the opposition.

Second Corinthians, therefore, reflects both Paul’s relief and lingering wounds. It recounts his
anxiety, his suffering, his joy over repentance, and his defense of gospel ministry.

The Nature of Second Corinthians

First Corinthians focused on correction and instruction. Second Corinthians focuses on restoration
and reconciliation. It reveals Paul not merely as a theologian, but as a shepherd who suffered deeply
for the spiritual well-being of his people.

Throughout the letter, there is a striking accumulation of words describing suffering—affliction,
anguish, distress, weakness, persecution, sorrow, tears, and trials. These are not academic
reflections. They are lived realities.

Paul writes to believers living in a morally hostile environment not unlike our own. The pressures of
pagan culture, spiritual confusion, and internal division weighed heavily on the church—and on Paul
himself.
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