Daily Bible Reading Companion
46-1 Corinthians Chapter 14

1 Corinthians 14:1-40

Love, Edification, and Order in the Church

Introduction: Love as the Governing Principle

Paul begins this chapter by connecting it directly to what he has just taught about love:
“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.”

Love is the context in which all spiritual gifts must operate. Gifts are not given to impress, to
compete, or to elevate individuals. They are given to build up the body of Christ. When love governs
the use of gifts, the church is strengthened; when love is absent, confusion follows.

Tongues and Their Proper Purpose (1 Corinthians 14:2)
Paul explains the nature of tongues:

“For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him;
however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.”

Tongues are directed to God, not to people. They are a Spirit-enabled expression of worship, prayer,
and praise that bypasses the limitations of human language. This gift can assist believers when
words fail—when gratitude, awe, or longing for God exceeds the capacity of vocabulary.

Scripture affirms that the Spirit helps believers pray beyond their limitations, aligning their hearts
with God’s will even when understanding is incomplete.

Prophecy: A Gift That Builds Others (1 Corinthians 14:3-5)
Paul contrasts tongues with prophecy:
“But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men.”

New Testament prophecy is primarily forth-telling, not foretelling. It is the Spirit-guided speaking of
God’s truth in a way that strengthens faith, exhorts obedience, and brings comfort.

Paul clarifies priorities:

“He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.”
Personal edification is valuable, but corporate edification is essential. For this reason, Paul says:
“l wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied.”

Tongues are a blessing in private devotion; prophecy has broader value in the gathered church.
Understanding Is Essential in Public Worship (1 Corinthians 14:6-12)

Paul appeals to reason. If speech cannot be understood, it does not benefit others:

“If | come to you speaking with tongues, what shall | profit you unless | speak to you either by
revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching?”
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Meaningless sound—Ilike unskilled music or an uncertain trumpet call—fails to prepare or instruct
anyone. Paul’s point is simple: people must understand in order to respond.

“Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that
you seek to excel.”

Spiritual zeal must be guided by love and wisdom.

Interpretation Makes Public Tongues Edifying (1 Corinthians 14:13-17)
Paul gives a clear instruction:

“Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.”

Without interpretation, tongues remain unintelligible to others. While the speaker may be sincerely
worshiping God, the congregation cannot say “Amen” if they do not understand.

Paul emphasizes balance:

“l will pray with the spirit, and | will also pray with the understanding. | will sing with the spirit, and |
will also sing with the understanding.”

Both spirit and understanding matter. God is honored by heartfelt worship and by clarity that builds
others.

Paul’s Personal Practice (1 Corinthians 14:18-20)
Paul makes his position unmistakable:

“l thank my God | speak with tongues more than you all.”
Yet he adds:

“Yet in the church | would rather speak five words with my understanding, that | may teach others
also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.”

Tongues clearly had a significant place in Paul’s private devotional life, not in dominating public
gatherings. Maturity seeks understanding, not spiritual display.

Tongues as a Sigh and Prophecy as Conviction (1 Corinthians 14:21-25)

Paul refers to Old Testament warnings where foreign tongues were a sign of judgment on unbelief.
Tongues can serve as a sign, but uncontrolled public use produces confusion:

“If the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in
those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind?”

In contrast, prophecy produces conviction:

“But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all...
and thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God
and report that God is truly among you.”
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Clear proclamation of God’s truth exposes hearts and leads people to recognize God’s presence.
Order in the Gathering of the Church (1 Corinthians 14:26-33)

Paul rebukes the disorderly services in Corinth. Everyone wanted to participate at once, creating
chaos rather than edification. He lays down guiding principles:

“Let all things be done for edification.”
Specific instructions follow:
¢ Tongues: two or at most three, one at a time, with interpretation
e No interpreter: silence, speaking privately to God
o Prophecy: two or three, with discernment by others
Paul reminds them:
“The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.”
The Holy Spirit does not overpower self-control. God does not force disorder:
“For God is not the author of confusion but of peace.”
Women and Orderly Learning (1 Corinthians 14:34-35)

Paul addresses a specific cultural issue in Corinth. Women were interrupting services by calling out
questions across the assembly, following synagogue seating customs where men and women were
separated.

This passage does not forbid women from praying or prophesying, which Paul already acknowledged
earlier. It addresses disruptive speech, not spiritual participation.

Paul’s concern is reverence and order in worship, not silencing faithful women.
Apostolic Authority and Final Instructions (1 Corinthians 14:36-40)
Paul concludes firmly:

“If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which |
write to you are the commandments of the Lord.”

True spirituality submits to God’s Word, not personal preference or pride.

He balances everything carefully:

“Therefore, brethren, desire to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.”
And then the summary rule:

“Let all things be done decently and in order.”

3

Copyright © 2024-2025
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted otherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



Daily Bible Reading Companion
46-1 Corinthians Chapter 14

Practical Application for Believers
e Letlove guide how spiritual gifts are used.
e Seek clarity and understanding in public worship.
e Value personal devotion without demanding public expression.
e Submit spiritual experiences to Scripture and discernment.
¢ Remember that edification, not excitement, is God’s priority.
A Challenge to the Church

The church must guard against both disorder and suppression. God’s Spirit works powerfully, but
never chaotically. When worship is governed by love, truth, and order, the presence of God becomes
unmistakable.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

The gifts of the Spirit point to a greater reality: Jesus Christ Himself. He shed His blood on the cross
for your sins. He rose from the dead, declaring that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

If you sense God speaking to your heart today, do not resist Him. Turn to Jesus. Trust in His finished
work. Give your life to Him, and He will forgive you, transform you, and welcome you into His family.

Come to Christ—the One who brings truth without confusion, grace without compromise, and life
that lasts forever.
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