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1 Corinthians 13:1–13 

The More Excellent Way: Love That Outlasts Everything 

Introduction: Why Love Surpasses Every Gift 

First Corinthians chapter 13 does not stand alone. It grows directly out of Paul’s teaching on spiritual 
gifts in chapter 12. After explaining the diversity of gifts and the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit in 
distributing them, Paul urges believers to “earnestly desire the best gifts.” Yet he immediately adds 
that there is a more excellent way. 

That way is love. 

Spiritual gifts matter. They are necessary. But they are never the highest measure of maturity. Love 
is. 

Love Gives Meaning to Every Gift (1 Corinthians 13:1–3) 

Paul begins with a striking contrast: 

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding 
brass or a clanging cymbal.” 

Even the most extraordinary spiritual expression becomes empty noise when love is absent. 
Eloquence without love communicates nothing of God’s heart. 

Paul continues: 

“And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though 
I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.” 

Insight, revelation, and even miracle-working faith cannot substitute for love. Without love, the 
person exercising those gifts gains nothing of eternal value. 

He presses the point further: 

“And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but 
have not love, it profits me nothing.” 

Even extreme sacrifice does not please God if it is disconnected from love. Love is superior to every 
gift and every sacrifice. 

What God’s Love Truly Looks Like (1 Corinthians 13:4–7) 

Paul now defines love—not as a feeling, but as a way of living. 

“Love suffers long and is kind.” 

Love is patient, but it is also gracious at the end of that patience. It does not endure merely to 
retaliate later. It endures in order to bless. 

“Love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up.” 
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Love does not compete, promote itself, or measure worth by comparison. It rejoices in the success 
and blessing of others. 

“Love does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil.” 

Love is considerate. It does not insist on its own way. It is not easily irritated, nor does it assume the 
worst about others. 

“Love does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth.” 

Love never celebrates sin or another person’s downfall. It delights in what is right, honest, and godly. 

“Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 

Love remains steady when circumstances are difficult. It chooses trust over suspicion, hope over 
despair, and perseverance over retreat. 

Love Endures When Gifts Pass Away (1 Corinthians 13:8–12) 

Paul now explains another reason love is superior: 

“Love never fails.” 

Spiritual gifts, however valuable, are temporary. 

“But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether 
there is knowledge, it will vanish away.” 

Gifts operate in a world marked by limitation. They serve the church during its earthly journey. 

“For we know in part and we prophesy in part.” 

Our understanding is incomplete. Our insight is partial. 

“But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.” 

The context makes clear that “that which is perfect” refers to the return of Jesus Christ, not the 
completion of Scripture. Paul explains this immediately: 

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know 
just as I also am known.” 

The fullness comes when believers see Christ Himself. At His return, gifts will no longer be needed, 
because direct fellowship replaces partial understanding. 

Maturity Now, Fullness Then (1 Corinthians 13:11–12) 

Paul uses a personal illustration: 

“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things.” 
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Spiritual gifts belong to the church’s present stage of growth. When believers stand in Christ’s 
presence, immaturity will disappear, and completeness will replace limitation. 

What Will Remain Forever (1 Corinthians 13:13) 

Paul concludes: 

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” 

Faith believes what God has said, even when it cannot fully understand it. Hope confidently expects 
God to act and to fulfill His promises. But love encompasses both. 

Love believes. 
Love hopes. 
Love never fails. 

Because God Himself is love, love endures forever. 

Practical Application for Believers 

• Measure spiritual maturity by love, not giftedness. 

• Let love govern how gifts are used and how truth is spoken. 

• Choose patience, kindness, and humility in everyday relationships. 

• Live with eternity in view, knowing that love alone outlasts everything else. 

A Challenge to the Church 

The church must resist valuing visibility over love and gifting over character. Spiritual power without 
love damages witness. Truth spoken without love wounds unnecessarily. God calls His people to 
walk in love as the clearest reflection of Christ. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Jesus Christ is the perfect expression of love. He shed His blood on the cross for your sins. He rose 
from the dead, declaring that He is God, Savior, and Lord. His love was not sentimental—it was 
sacrificial. 

If you will turn to Him, trust in His finished work, and surrender your life to Him, He will forgive your 
sins, give you new life, and teach you how to love with a love that never fails. 

Come to Jesus Christ—the One whose love changes everything, now and forever. 


