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Romans 11 — God’s Faithful Mercy and Unsearchable Wisdom 

Has God Rejected His People? 

Paul opens this chapter by addressing a question that naturally follows the discussion of Israel’s 
unbelief: 

“I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not!” 

The answer is emphatic. God has not rejected Israel, nor has He abandoned His promises. Paul 
himself stands as living evidence: 

“For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.” 

God’s covenant faithfulness does not evaporate because of human failure. His purposes move 
forward even when people stumble. Israel’s present condition is not permanent rejection but a 
temporary setting aside within God’s larger redemptive plan. 

The Principle of the Faithful Remnant 

Paul reminds his readers of Elijah’s despair, when the prophet believed he was utterly alone. God’s 
response was decisive: 

“I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 

God has always preserved a faithful remnant. Even in seasons of widespread unbelief, God remains 
at work, quietly sustaining those who trust Him. 

Paul applies this truth to his own day: 

“Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.” 

This remnant exists not because of merit, heritage, or achievement, but because of grace. Grace and 
works cannot be blended as a basis for standing before God: 

“And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace.” 

Righteousness that depends on human effort ceases to be grace. Acceptance before God rests 
entirely on what He provides, not on what we perform. 

Stumbling, Not Final Collapse 

Paul explains that Israel sought righteousness, but sought it the wrong way—through works rather 
than faith: 

“Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.” 

This blindness, however, is not total nor eternal. Paul asks an essential question: 

“Have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not!” 

Israel’s stumbling opened the door for the gospel to go powerfully to the Gentiles. Their loss became 
the world’s gain: 
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“Through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles.” 

God’s redemptive plan is never wasteful. Even human resistance becomes, in His hands, an 
instrument of mercy to others. 

A Warning Against Spiritual Pride 

Paul now turns directly to Gentile believers and issues a sober warning. Using the imagery of an olive 
tree, he explains that Gentiles were grafted in while some natural branches were broken off because 
of unbelief. 

“Do not boast against the branches.” 

Gentile believers stand only by faith, not by superiority. Spiritual arrogance has no place in God’s 
kingdom: 

“Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.” 

Faith is not a trophy but a posture of humility. If God did not spare unbelief among the natural 
branches, no one should presume upon grace. 

The Goodness and Severity of God 

Paul calls believers to hold two truths together: 

“Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God.” 

God’s severity reflects His holiness and justice. His goodness reveals His mercy and patience. Both 
are true, and both shape a healthy reverence for Him. 

Yet Paul also offers hope: 

“And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in 
again.” 

God is not finished restoring. What was broken can be healed. What was cut off can be restored. 
Mercy always remains within reach. 

The Mystery of God’s Plan 

Paul unveils a profound mystery: 

“Blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” 

This blindness is partial and temporary. God is gathering a people from every nation, and when His 
purposes among the Gentiles reach their completion, He will again move decisively among Israel. 

Paul declares: 

“And so all Israel will be saved.” 
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This does not minimize personal faith, but emphasizes God’s covenant faithfulness. Salvation will 
come through the Deliverer: 

“The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” 

This deliverance rests on the same foundation for all people—the removal of sin through God’s 
gracious initiative. That forgiveness was secured when Jesus shed His blood on the cross, and it was 
declared victorious when God raised Him from the dead, proclaiming Him to be Savior and Lord. 

Mercy for All, Glory to God 

Paul brings the chapter to a breathtaking conclusion: 

“For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.” 

God’s ultimate aim is not condemnation but mercy. Human failure highlights divine grace. 

Paul can only respond in worship: 

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and His ways past finding out!” 

All things originate from God, move through God, and return to God: 

“For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.” 

Practical Application 

• God’s faithfulness does not depend on human consistency. 
• Grace excludes boasting and produces humility. 
• Spiritual pride blinds; faith keeps us dependent. 
• God’s mercy often works through unexpected paths. 
• Worship flows naturally from trusting God’s wisdom. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Guard your heart against arrogance and complacency. You stand by faith alone. Remain humble, 
grateful, and rooted in Christ. Continue in God’s goodness, abiding in Him daily. Let your life provoke 
others—not through superiority, but through visible joy, peace, and gratitude for grace freely given. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

God’s mercy is reaching toward you today. Salvation does not come through heritage, effort, or 
religious achievement. Jesus shed His blood on the cross for your sins. God raised Him from the 
dead, declaring Him to be Lord of all. 

If you will turn to Him in faith, He will receive you. 

“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
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Call upon Him today. Trust Him with your life. His mercy is deeper than your failure, and His grace is 
sufficient for you. 


