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Romans 5:1–21 

The Results of Justification: From Peace to Reigning in Life 

Introduction: What Changes When God Declares You Righteous? 

What actually changes when a person is justified by faith? Is it just a theological label, or does it 
reshape daily life? Romans chapter 5 answers that question. Paul moves from explaining how God 
justifies sinners to showing us what justification produces in real life. This chapter is not abstract 
theology—it is lived experience. It describes what it means to stand before God forgiven, reconciled, 
and secure because of Jesus Christ. 

Romans 5:1–5 — Peace, Access, Hope, and a New View of Suffering 

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The first result of justification is peace—not a feeling, but a restored relationship. Hostility is gone. 
The war between God and the sinner has ended because Jesus bore our judgment in our place. 

If peace depended on performance, it would come and go. But because justification rests on faith in 
Christ, peace with God remains steady even when our walk falters. Faith does not fluctuate with 
emotions or success. It rests in a finished work. 

“Through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand.” 

Grace is not something we visit occasionally—it is where we stand. We live in it. We draw near to 
God not by fear, but by access secured through Christ. 

“And rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” 

The Christian hope is not rooted in optimism about human progress. It is anchored in God’s future—
His glory revealed, His kingdom established, His redemption completed. 

“And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations.” 

This is not denial of pain. It is perspective. Trials become tools in God’s hands. 

“Knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, 
hope.” 

God uses pressure to deepen trust. Waiting teaches us that God is faithful. Each experience of His 
faithfulness strengthens hope. 

“Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit.” 

Hope rooted in God’s love never collapses. The Spirit continually reminds us that we are loved, held, 
and secure. 

Romans 5:6–11 — Love Proven at the Cross, Life Secured by the Risen Christ 

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” 
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God did not wait for improvement. Jesus died for us at our weakest and worst. 

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” 

The cross defines love. It silences boasting. Grace leaves no room for pride. 

“Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
Him.” 

If God loved us when we were His enemies, how much more will He preserve us now that we are 
reconciled? The blood that justified us also secures us. 

“For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, 
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” 

The risen Christ now lives to intercede. The resurrection declares that Jesus is God, Savior, and 
Lord—and that His sacrifice was accepted. 

“We also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the 
reconciliation.” 

We do not merely rejoice about God—we rejoice in Him. Alienation is gone. Fellowship is restored. 

Romans 5:12–17 — Two Heads, Two Realities: Adam and Christ 

“Through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men.” 

Adam acted representatively. His sin introduced death to humanity. Sin is not merely imitation; it is 
condition. 

“For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.” 

The law exposed sin—it did not create it. 

“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses.” 

The presence of death proved the presence of sin. 

“But the free gift is not like the offense.” 

Here Paul draws a contrast. Adam’s act brought condemnation. Christ’s act brings grace that 
overwhelms sin. 

“Much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to 
many.” 

Grace does not merely match sin—it surpasses it. 

“Those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the 
One, Jesus Christ.” 
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Believers are not merely surviving—they are learning to reign through Christ. 

Romans 5:18–21 — Grace Reigns Through Righteousness 

“As through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so 
through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.” 

Adam’s disobedience affected humanity. Christ’s obedience opens the door to righteousness for all 
who believe. 

“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound.” 

The law revealed how far we missed God’s standard. 

“But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.” 

Grace is never outmatched by sin. 

“So that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Grace now reigns—not chaos, not condemnation, not fear. 

Practical Application 

• Stop measuring your standing with God by your worst day. 

• Learn to see trials as opportunities for God to deepen faith. 

• Live from reconciliation, not insecurity. 

A Challenge for Believers 

If grace reigns in your life, let it shape how you respond to hardship, failure, and obedience. You are 
not under condemnation—you are under grace. Walk accordingly. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

If you are still trying to fix yourself before coming to God, hear this: Jesus Christ died for you while 
you were a sinner. He shed His blood for your forgiveness and rose again to give you life. You are 
invited to receive grace, not earn it. 

Turn to Jesus. Trust Him. Be reconciled to God today. 

Romans 5 assures us of this unshakable truth: 
Where sin once ruled, grace now reigns—through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 


