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Acts 27:1–44 — Faith That Holds When the Storm Won’t Quit 

When it was determined that “we” should sail to Italy, Paul and some other prisoners were handed 
over to a centurion named Julius (Acts 27:1). Luke is with Paul again, which is why the story is told in 
such vivid, firsthand detail. 

God’s Providence Often Comes Through Ordinary People 

Julius belongs to the Roman military, yet he treats Paul with unusual courtesy. When the ship stops 
at Sidon, Julius allows Paul to visit friends so he can be cared for and strengthened (Acts 27:3). It is 
another reminder that God can place help in our path through people we would not expect. 

From there they change ships at Myra, boarding a large Alexandrian grain ship headed for Italy (Acts 
27:5–6). Progress is slow because the winds are against them. They finally reach Fair Havens on 
Crete, and the season is turning dangerous (Acts 27:7–9). 

Wisdom Ignored Can Become Suffering Multiplied 

Paul urges caution: 

“Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, 
but also of our lives” (Acts 27:10). 

But the centurion listens to the ship’s pilot and owner rather than Paul (Acts 27:11). The harbor is not 
attractive for wintering, so they gamble on reaching a better port. At first the south wind seems 
gentle—just enough to make the decision feel justified (Acts 27:12–13). 

Then everything changes. 

A violent storm wind—Euroclydon—slams the ship, and they lose control (Acts 27:14–15). The crew 
undergirds the ship with ropes, drops sail, and lets the storm drive them (Acts 27:16–17). They throw 
cargo overboard, then tackle, doing everything they can to survive (Acts 27:18–19). For many days 
they see neither sun nor stars, and Luke writes the blunt assessment: 

“All hope that we should be saved was then taken away” (Acts 27:20). 

When Hope Dies, God Speaks 

After long abstinence from food, Paul stands up—yes, with that painfully honest line: 

“Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me” (Acts 27:21). 

But he does not say it to shame them. He says it to wake them up to what comes next: 

“And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, but 
of the ship” (Acts 27:22). 

Paul explains why he can speak with calm confidence: 

“For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve” (Acts 27:23). 
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The message is clear: 

“Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail 
with thee” (Acts 27:24). 

Then Paul delivers one of the strongest statements of steady faith in all of Acts: 

“Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me” (Acts 
27:25). 

Notice what this means in practice. Paul’s confidence is not positive thinking. It is trust anchored to 
what God has said. 

Faith Does Not Cancel Responsibility 

God promises life will be spared, but Paul still insists on obedience. When sailors attempt to escape 
in the lifeboat, Paul tells Julius and the soldiers: 

“Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved” (Acts 27:31). 

So the soldiers cut the ropes and let the boat fall away (Acts 27:32). God’s promise did not remove 
the need for disciplined action. Real faith is not reckless. It obeys, it endures, it does what is right in 
the moment. 

As daylight approaches, Paul urges everyone to eat for strength: 

“This is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing” (Acts 
27:33). 

Then he says: 

“Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall 
from the head of any of you” (Acts 27:34). 

And in full view of all, Paul takes bread and gives thanks to God (Acts 27:35). The man in chains 
becomes the spiritual anchor of the ship. 

There are two hundred seventy-six souls aboard (Acts 27:37). They throw the remaining wheat into 
the sea to lighten the vessel (Acts 27:38). At daybreak they spot a bay and attempt to run the ship 
ashore, but it strikes and breaks apart under the force of the waves (Acts 27:39–41). 

The soldiers want to kill the prisoners to prevent escapes—a brutal but common policy. But Julius, 
determined to save Paul, stops them and orders those who can swim to go first, and the rest to float 
on boards and wreckage (Acts 27:42–44). 

And Luke closes the chapter with God’s final punctuation mark: 

“And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land” (Acts 27:44). 

God did exactly what He said He would do. 
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Practical Application 

1. Storms expose what we truly trust 

When the sun and stars disappear—when guidance, comfort, and control are gone—what is left is 
the question: will I still believe God? Many people trust God when life is readable. Acts 27 is about 
trusting Him when life is not. 

2. God’s promises are not excuses for passivity 

Paul believed God completely, and that belief made him more responsible, not less. He warned, he 
watched, he spoke up, he urged food, he insisted the sailors stay. Faith is not denial; it is obedient 
perseverance. 

3. Your calm obedience can steady others 

Paul was the prisoner, yet he became the leader in the storm. Some of the people around you are 
panicking quietly. Your steady trust, your words, your prayer, your gratitude, and your choices can 
become a lifeline. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Stop treating God’s warnings like background noise. 

Paul’s counsel was ignored because “experts” sounded more convincing and conditions looked 
favorable. Ask yourself: where has God been calling you to slow down, to wait, to obey, to stop 
excusing compromise—yet you keep sailing because the wind seems “soft”? 

Choose obedience now, not after the damage piles up. 

And when you are already in the storm, take Paul’s line as your own: “I believe God.” Not “I believe 
things will work out,” but “I believe God.” Hold to what He has said, do what is right, and refuse 
despair. 

Invitation to Non-Believers 

This ship carried two kinds of people: those who belonged to God, and those who did not—yet God 
extended mercy to all for Paul’s sake. 

That is a picture of grace. But you cannot live forever on borrowed faith. 

Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross. The resurrection declares that He is God, 
Savior, and Lord. He did not merely survive death—He conquered it. And He calls you to turn from 
sin and trust Him with your life. 

Do not wait for a “better season.” Do not assume you will get another calm day. 

Come to Jesus now. Ask Him to forgive you. Entrust yourself to Him as Savior and Lord. The same 
God who brought them safely through the storm will bring you safely home—because Christ is alive. 


