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Acts 22:1–30 — A Testimony Under Pressure 

Acts 22 picks up at a tense moment. Paul has returned to Jerusalem after repeated warnings that 
suffering awaited him. In the temple—quietly fulfilling the purification rite—Jews from Asia 
recognized him, stirred up the crowd, and a mob tried to beat him to death. Roman soldiers rushed 
down from the Antonia Fortress, pulled Paul from the violence, bound him with chains, and started 
to escort him up the stairs. 

Then Paul did something remarkable: he asked for permission to speak. 

He addressed the commander in Greek, but when he turned to the crowd, he spoke in Hebrew. And 
the moment the people realized he was speaking their own language, they grew even more silent. 
Paul wasn’t trying to win an argument; he was trying to reach their hearts. 

Paul’s Defense 

Paul began: 

“Men, brethren, and fathers, hear my defense before you now.” 

The word defense is apologia—a reasoned explanation. Paul’s goal wasn’t to flatter the crowd but to 
show them that faith in Jesus is not irrational, and that his own conversion was not the result of 
betrayal or political gain. It was the result of meeting the risen Christ. 

Paul immediately identified with them: 

“I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel… and 
was zealous toward God as you all are today.” 

He wasn’t dismissing their zeal. He admitted he once shared it fully—so fully that he persecuted 
believers “to the death,” imprisoning men and women. The high priest and council could confirm it. 
Paul had been one of them. 

The Road to Damascus 

Then Paul testified about the turning point: near Damascus, around noon, a great light shone from 
heaven. He fell to the ground and heard a voice: 

“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 

Paul asked, “Who are You, Lord?” and the voice answered: 

“I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.” 

Those traveling with him saw the light and were afraid, but they did not understand the words spoken 
to Paul. Paul was personally confronted by Jesus Christ—crucified, risen, and alive. 

And Paul’s response is the response every sinner must eventually face: 

“What shall I do, Lord?” 
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Jesus told him to go into Damascus, where he would be told what he was appointed to do. God often 
leads like that—one step at a time—because He calls His servants to trust Him, not to demand the 
entire roadmap in advance. 

Ananias and the Call 

In Damascus, Ananias—devout, respected by the Jews—came to Paul, restored his sight, and said: 

“The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and 
hear the voice of His mouth.” 

Paul’s calling included witness: 

“For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.” 

Then came the urgent appeal: 

“And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name 
of the Lord.” 

Paul was not saved by a ceremony. He was saved by Christ—by calling on the name of the Lord in 
faith. Baptism publicly marked the turning of his life toward Jesus. 

A Vision in the Temple and a Hard Word 

Paul described returning to Jerusalem later and praying in the temple, where he went into a trance 
and saw the Lord say: 

“Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive your testimony concerning 
Me.” 

Paul argued—he thought his past as a persecutor would make his testimony persuasive. But the 
Lord ended the discussion with a simple command: 

“Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.” 

That single word—Gentiles—ignited the crowd. 

Rage, Misunderstanding, and the Roman Scourge 

They erupted: 

“Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!” 

They shouted, threw dust into the air, and whipped themselves into a frenzy. The commander—who 
didn’t understand Hebrew—ordered Paul brought inside and interrogated by scourging to find out 
what he had said. 

Roman scourging was brutal. It was designed to force confessions through pain. And in that 
moment, Paul asked a question that stopped everything: 

“Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?” 
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The commander panicked. A Roman citizen could not be scourged without due process. The officer 
admitted he obtained citizenship at great cost; Paul replied: 

“But I was born a citizen.” 

Immediately they backed off. The commander himself became afraid, realizing he had already 
violated Paul’s rights by binding him without formal charges. 

The next day, still trying to understand the accusations, the commander unbound Paul and 
convened the chief priests and the council, setting Paul before them. 

Practical Application 

1. Testimony matters, but timing matters too 

Paul’s testimony was true and powerful. Yet even true testimony can be rejected when hearts are 
hard. Faithfulness does not guarantee a warm reception. 

2. God’s guidance is often progressive 

The Lord frequently gives “step one,” then reveals “step two” once we obey. If you wait for perfect 
clarity before obeying, you may never move. 

3. Zeal is not the same as truth 

The crowd had zeal, tradition, and confidence. What they lacked was submission to what God had 
actually done in Jesus Christ. 

4. The gospel confronts pride 

The word Gentiles exposed a deeper issue: not merely doctrine, but pride. The scandal wasn’t that 
God saves—it was that God saves “them,” too. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Don’t let your past become your identity, and don’t let your background become your barrier. Paul 
had every reason to be trapped by shame or by religious reputation—but Jesus transformed him. 

If the Lord calls you to speak, speak with humility and courage. If the Lord tells you to move, move—
even if you cannot see the full path. And when opposition comes, do not confuse rejection with 
failure. The cross looked like defeat before it became the triumph that saved us. 

Invitation to Non-Believers 

Paul’s story is here for a reason: to show that no one is beyond the reach of Christ. If Jesus could 
save the man who hunted Christians, He can save you. 

Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross. The resurrection declares that He is God, 
Savior, and Lord. Your sin is not stronger than His mercy, but you must respond. 

Turn from sin. Call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Put your faith in Him—crucified for you, 
raised in power, and worthy of your life. He will forgive you, cleanse you, and make you new. 


