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Acts 19:1–41 — The Word Prevails When Christ Is Exalted 

Disciples in Ephesus and the Question That Matters 

While Apollos was ministering in Corinth, Paul arrived in Ephesus and met some disciples. Paul 
asked them a revealing question: 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 

However you translate the wording, the point is clear: Paul expected believers to know the presence 
and work of the Holy Spirit—not as a religious idea, but as God’s living reality in them and upon 
them. 

They answered honestly: 

“We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 

Paul’s next question followed naturally: 

“Into what then were you baptized?” 

They replied: 

“Into John’s baptism.” 

John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance, preparing people to receive the One who was coming. 
Paul explained the missing piece: 

“John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe 
on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 

When they heard this, they responded: 

“They were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

Then Paul laid hands on them, and the Spirit came upon them in power, and they spoke with tongues 
and prophesied. Luke notes there were about twelve men. 

Practical Application: 
God never meant for repentance to end in “almost.” Repentance is meant to lead to Jesus. Many 
people are sincere, moral, and even religious—yet still incomplete because they have not personally 
trusted Christ. The turning point is not spiritual intensity; it is faith in Jesus Himself. 

A needed reminder about spiritual evidence: 
God may manifest His Spirit in many ways, but the most trustworthy evidence of the Spirit’s work is 
not a gift—it is fruit. Scripture says, 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love.” 

Gifts can impress crowds. Love reveals Christ. 
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Challenge for Believers: 
Ask yourself honestly: is my life becoming more like Jesus—more patient, more pure, more truthful, 
more loving? If the Spirit truly fills the heart, He reshapes the life. 

“That Way” Was a Whole New Life 

Paul preached in the synagogue for three months, reasoning and persuading concerning the 
kingdom of God. Some became hardened and spoke evil of “the Way.” Christianity was not treated 
as a hobby or a mere opinion—it was recognized as a new way to live. 

So, Paul moved the disciples and began teaching daily in the school of Tyrannus. This continued for 
two years, with a remarkable result: 

“All who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” 

A steady ministry of Scripture produced a spreading gospel. 

Practical Application: 
Lasting spiritual growth usually comes through daily truth, not occasional inspiration. If you want 
endurance, clarity, and maturity, you must be taught—and you must stay teachable. 

God’s Power, Not God’s Gimmicks 

Luke tells us God worked unusual miracles through Paul—handkerchiefs and aprons carried to the 
sick, and God healed and delivered. 

The point is not that cloth has power. The point is that God is free to work in extraordinary ways. Yet 
this passage also warns us how easily people try to copy spiritual power without spiritual reality. 

Some Jewish exorcists attempted to use Jesus’ name as a formula: 

“We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 

The evil spirit answered with chilling clarity: 

“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 

And the demonized man overpowered them, leaving them wounded and humiliated. 

God used that event to magnify the name of Jesus, and it produced real repentance. Many believers 
confessed their practices. Those involved in occult arts brought their books and burned them 
publicly—at immense financial cost. Luke concludes: 

“So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.” 

Practical Application: 
There is a difference between using religious language and living under Christ’s authority. A 
borrowed vocabulary cannot replace a surrendered life. 

Challenge for Believers: 
What have you kept in your life “just in case,” even though you know it competes with Jesus—
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something hidden, tolerated, or excused? Real repentance doesn’t negotiate with darkness. It brings 
it into the light and burns it down. 

When the Gospel Threatens Profit, the World Gets Angry 

Paul planned to travel again, ultimately aiming to bring help to the believers in Jerusalem and later to 
see Rome. But before he left, a major disturbance erupted. 

Demetrius the silversmith made shrines of Artemis (Diana) and gathered the craftsmen. His 
argument was blunt: Paul’s message was bad for business. 

“This Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are 
made with hands.” 

That line is one of the greatest backhanded compliments in Acts. The gospel was transforming 
public life. Idolatry was losing customers. And when idol makers lose money, they stir up mobs. 

The whole city flooded into the theater in confusion, most people not even knowing why they were 
there. For about two hours they shouted: 

“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 

Finally, the town clerk calmed the crowd, warned them of legal consequences, and dismissed the 
assembly. 

Practical Application: 
Not all opposition is theological. Much of it is economic and emotional. People may resist Jesus 
because He threatens their sin, their status, their control, or their income. But truth does not 
become false because it is unpopular. 

Challenge for Believers: 
Do not be surprised when faithfulness costs you something. If you follow Jesus in a culture devoted 
to idols—sex, money, self, image, power—your loyalty will eventually collide with someone’s 
agenda. 

Invitation to Non-Believers 

Ephesus was filled with religion, magic, and idols—but none of it could cleanse a guilty conscience 
or rescue a soul. Only Jesus can do that. 

Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross. The resurrection declares that He is God, 
Savior, and Lord. God now commands all people everywhere to repent—to turn from sin and self-
rule—and to trust His Son. 

If you know you are not right with God, don’t hide behind religion or delay behind excuses. Come to 
Jesus now. Ask Him to forgive you. Surrender to Him as Lord. Trust Him to save you, not because you 
are worthy, but because He is merciful and true. 

 


