Daily Bible Reading Companion
44-Acts Chapter 16

Acts 16:1-40 — God’s Guidance, Gospel Breakthrough, and Joy in the Darkest Hours

At the close of the previous chapter, a painful disagreement arose between Paul and Barnabas. They
had served side-by-side on the first missionary journey, but Barnabas insisted on bringing John Mark
again, while Paul objected because Mark had deserted them earlier. The conflict became so sharp
that Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus, and Paul took Silas and traveled back through Asia
Minor.

Timothy Joins the Team and the Value of Lasting Fruit

“Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the
son of a certain Jewish woman who believed, but his father was Greek.”

Derbe had been one of the rare places where Paul’s ministry did not end in riot, imprisonment, or
violence. But Lystra carried memories of suffering—this was where Paul had been stoned and
dragged out of the city, presumed dead. Now, about five years later, returning to Lystra would have
been deeply encouraging. A church still existed. The gospel seed had endured.

Jesus spoke about fruit that remains:

“You did not choose Me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and
that your fruit should remain.”

One of the real tests of ministry is not how many people respond in the moment, but how many
continue with Christ over time. Timothy appears here as evidence of “remaining fruit”—a young
disciple who has grown, matured, and now carries a good reputation among the believers in Lystra
and Iconium.

Practical Application:
Do not measure your walk with God only by yesterday’s enthusiasm. Ask what is lasting in you
today—steady obedience, growing character, and continuing faith.

Paul invited Timothy to join the mission. This was not only strategic help; it was discipleship. Wise
ministry looks to the next generation, investing in faithful people who will carry the work forward.

Challenge for Believers:

Who are you intentionally strengthening in the faith? The gospel is not meant to stop with you. Pour
into someone—teach, encourage, model prayer, model endurance, and pass on what you have
received.

A Surprising Decision: Timothy Circumcised

“Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews
in that region, for they all knew that his father was Greek.”

At first glance, this seems contradictory. Paul had just helped deliver the message that Gentiles did
not need circumcision to be saved. So why circumcise Timothy?
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The issue here was not salvation; it was access and unnecessary offense. Timothy’s background
was known, and Paul did not want that fact to become a constant barrier among the Jews they
would encounter. Paul was willing to yield on a nonessential matter so the message could be heard
more clearly. This was not compromise of truth—it was restraint for the sake of mission and peace.

Paul later described this approach:
“l have become all things to all men, that | might by all means save some.”

There is a time to stand firm on the gospel and a time to “let go” of personal preferences to avoid
needless conflict. Paul would not budge when people tried to force the law onto Gentiles as a
requirement for salvation. But on disputable matters, he was willing to adapt.

Practical Application:
Not every issue deserves a fight. Hold tightly to Christ and the gospel. Hold loosely to preferences
and secondary matters. Know the difference.

The Spirit Directs by Closing Doors

“Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy
Spirit to preach the word in Asia.”

Paul tried to go one direction, then another—and the Spirit blocked the path. The text does not tell
us exactly how. It may have been circumstance, counsel, inner restraint, or even physical weakness.
What matters is this: God’s guidance sometimes comes through closed doors.

Paul was strong-willed and resilient, the kind of man who would push through hardship. But even
strong servants must remain yielded. Sometimes God redirects us by making a certain route
impossible.

Practical Application:
A closed door is not always rejection. It can be protection, redirection, or timing. Ask not only, “Why
is this hard?” but also, “Lord, where are You guiding me?”

The Macedonian Call and the Move into Europe

“And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him,
saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.”

Paul recognized this as the Lord’s call and responded immediately. The narrative shifts to “we,”
suggesting that Luke joins the team at this point. God’s mission is advancing—into new territory,
new culture, new challenges.

They sailed to Neapolis and then to Philippi, a Roman colony. For several days nothing dramatic
happens. Then, on the Sabbath, they look for a place of prayer.

“And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily
made.”
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No synagogue appears—likely because there were not enough Jewish men to form one (there was a
minimum require of 10 men)—so a small group gathers by the river. Paul speaks to the women there,
and the first recorded convert in Philippi is Lydia.

“The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”

The gospel’s advance is not driven by manipulation. It is the Lord who opens hearts. Lydia responds
in faith, is baptized, and her home becomes a base of operations for the mission.

Practical Application:
Share the gospel faithfully, but remember: only God opens the heart. This keeps us humble when
people respond—and steady when they do not.

Deliverance Brings Backlash
A slave girl, exploited for profit, follows them:
“These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.”

Her words were true, but the source was corrupt. Paul refused to let darkness advertise the light. He
commanded the spirit to leave her:

“l command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”

She was delivered—but her owners lost their income. When money is threatened, persecution often
follows. Paul and Silas are seized, falsely accused, beaten, and thrown into the inner prison, their
feet fastened in stocks.

This is one of the sharp lessons of Acts: doing the right thing can still lead to suffering. Faithfulness
does not guarantee comfort.

Challenge for Believers:
Do not interpret hardship as abandonment. Sometimes obedience is precisely what places you in
the path of opposition. Keep walking anyway.

Midnight Worship and an Open Door for Salvation

“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them.”

Beaten backs. A filthy dungeon. Uncertain future. And yet—prayer and praise.
Then God shook the prison:

“Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.”

The jailer, assuming escape, prepared to take his own life. But Paul cried out:
“Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”

That mercy broke him. Trembling, he asked the question that still echoes through history:
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“Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”
Paul’s answer is clear and sufficient:
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.”

The jailer and his household then hear the word of the Lord, believe, and are baptized. He washes
their wounds and sets food before them, rejoicing with his whole household.

Here is the heart of the gospel: Jesus saves. Not by human achievement, not by religious
performance, not by earning worthiness—but by faith in Him. Jesus saved us when He shed His
blood on the cross. And the resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

Practical Application:
Your darkest hour can become someone else’s doorway into life. Worship is not denial of pain—it is
trust in God within pain. God can use your suffering as a platform for someone else’s salvation.

Paul’s Public Vindication and Protection for the Church
In the morning, the magistrates try to quietly release them. Paul refuses.

“They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do
they put us out secretly? No indeed!”

This was not personal pride. Paul’s insistence protected the young church in Philippi. If the
authorities could abuse Paul and Silas without consequence, they could easily intimidate the new
believers. By forcing a public acknowledgment of wrongdoing, Paul helped establish legal and social
space for the gospel to remain.

The magistrates, afraid, came and pleaded with them to leave. Paul and Silas returned to Lydia’s
house, encouraged the believers, and departed—leaving behind a strengthened church.

A Call to Believers

Acts 16 confronts us with a simple question: Will we trust God when obedience is costly?

You may be trying to do the right thing, yet doors close, opposition rises, and circumstances tighten
like prison stocks. Do not quit. Keep praying. Keep praising. God can shake what seems immovable,
and He can turn your suffering into someone else’s rescue.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

If you are not yet reconciled to God, the jailer’s question is yours to ask: “What must | do to be
saved?”

God’s answer is not complicated:

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.”
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Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross to save sinners. He rose from the dead, declaring that He is
God, Savior, and Lord. Turn to Him—honestly, personally, and completely. Ask Him to forgive you, to
cleanse you, and to take leadership of your life. He will not turn you away.
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