Daily Bible Reading Companion
43- John Chapter 17

John 17 is one of the most intimate and profound chapters in Scripture. It records Jesus’ high priestly
prayer—His final intercession before the cross, not for the world at large, but for those who have
come to know and follow Him. He lifts His eyes to heaven, not in ritual, but in relationship. He
speaks not as a victim, but as one fully submitted to the Father’s plan, embracing the cross as the
path to glory.

“Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: ‘Father, the hour has come. Glorify
Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You.”” (John 17:1 NKJV)

I. The Hour Has Come (vv. 1-5)

Jesus’ life was governed by divine timing. At Cana, He said, “My hour has not yet come” (John 2:4).
But now, that hour has arrived—the hour of His suffering, His glorification, and the ultimate
revelation of God’s love through the cross.

“As You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You
have given Him.” (John 17:2 NKJV)

Jesus acknowledges the Father’s role in granting Him authority and entrusting people to Him—but
note, this entrusting is not about arbitrary selection. The Father gives to the Son those who respond
to truth, as Jesus later said, “Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice” (John 18:37). The giving is
relational, not mechanistic.

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have
sent.” (John 17:3 NKJV)

Eternal life is not simply endless existence—it is a quality of life found in knowing God. This
“knowing” is experiential and relational, not merely intellectual. It is communion with the Living God
through His Son.

“l have glorified You on the earth. | have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4
NKJV)

Jesus completed His mission of revealing the Father’s nature and preparing the way of
reconciliation. The cross, still ahead, would be the crowning act.

“And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which | had with You before the
world was.” (John 17:5 NKJV)

This prayer reminds us of Christ’s preexistence and divinity. He was not created—He shared eternal
glory with the Father before time began.

Application: Are we living with the same awareness of God’s timing and purpose? Like Jesus, we are
called to glorify the Father in our daily obedience.

Il. Jesus Prays for His Disciples (vv. 6-19)

“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were
Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.” (John 17:6 NKJV)
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Jesus revealed the Father’s character—not just His name, but His nature. The disciples received that
revelation by faith, not because they were irresistibly drawn, but because they responded to the
truth presented to them.

“For | have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them.” (John
17:8a NKJV)

There is no coercion in these words. They “received” the message freely. Belief is not manufactured;
itis a free, willing, and moral response to divine truth.

“l pray for them. | do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.”
(John 17:9 NKJV)

At this moment, Jesus intercedes specifically for His disciples. Later, He will include all believers (v.
20). This tells us that intercession is particular, yet not exclusive.

“Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We
are.” (John 17:11 NKJV)

The request is not to remove them from the world, but to preserve them in it. Divine keeping is not
about removing hardship but providing spiritual resilience.

“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” (John 17:17 NKJV)

Sanctification is not instant perfection but the ongoing setting apart of God’s people through the
Word. The Word not only reveals truth but changes us as we yield to it.

Application: Am | letting God's Word sanctify me? Am | remaining in the world for the sake of His
mission but refusing to be shaped by its patterns?

lll. Jesus Prays for All Believers (vv. 20-26)

“l do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word.” (John
17:20 NKJV)

This includes us. Jesus sees through time and prays for every soul who would respond to the gospel
message.

“That they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also may be one in Us, that
the world may believe that You sent Me.” (John 17:21 NKJV)

Unity among believers is not uniformity. It is spiritual oneness in Christ. This unity is the greatest
apologetic to a watching world—it proves that God is real and that His love transforms.

“And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one just as We are one.” (John
17:22 NKIJV)

This is a shared glory—not the glory of deity, but of participation in God’s purpose. We reflect His
nature through love, humility, and holiness.

“Father, | desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where | am.” (John 17:24 NKJV)
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Here is the heart of Christ: He wants us with Him. Heaven is not merely a destination; it is fellowship
with the Lord of glory. This is hot based on a forced choice or limited elect, but on faith that responds
to grace.

“And | have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me
may be in them, and | in them.” (John 17:26 NKJV)

Jesus is still making the Father known to us today—through His Word, through His Spirit, and
through the body of Christ. His love in us is the distinguishing mark of true discipleship.

Final Reflections

e Jesus prayed this prayer just before entering Gethsemane. It is filled with hope, mission, and
love—not fatalism.

e The Father's giving, the Son’s keeping, and the believer’s responding are harmonized, not
mechanized.

o God desires that we live in unity, truth, sanctification, and love—not through systems or
titles, but through the living Christ in us.

“Christin you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27 NKJV)
Personal Application Questions:

1. Am | living with a sense of divine purpose like Jesus, conscious of “my hour” to glorify God in
obedience?

2. Is God’s Word sanctifying me daily? Am | set apart in thought and action?
3. Dol contribute to unity in the body of Christ, or division through preference and pride?

4. Dollongto see His glory and live for that eternal vision?
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