Daily Bible Reading Companion
43- John Chapter 10

John 10:1-42 - The Good Shepherd and His Sheep

“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some
other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” —John 10:1 (NKJV)

Contextual Connection

Chapter 10 continues the unfolding story of John 9, where Jesus healed a blind man who was
subsequently cast out by the religious authorities. In contrast to the rejection by the spiritual
leaders, Jesus receives and protects the outcast. He now uses a pastoral illustration deeply familiar
to His audience—a shepherd and his sheep—to reveal truths about Himself, the spiritual condition
of Israel, and His mission.

Verses 1-6: The Door and the Thieves

Jesus introduces the figure of the sheepfold: a secure enclosure for sheep, often shared by multiple
shepherds. Only the rightful shepherd enters by the door. Anyone attempting another way in is
illegitimate.

“But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the
sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” (vv. 2-3)

In biblical times, the shepherd would call his sheep by name, and they would follow. Jesus applies
this imagery spiritually: the sheep are those who hear and respond to His voice. The thief represents
false teachers and systems that attempt to gain access to the sheep without God’s authority.

Application

There are many voices in our world—voices of religion, self-help, tradition, or ideology—that offer
substitutes for the Shepherd’s voice. Are we listening for His voice, found clearly in His Word, or are
we being influenced by strangers?

Verses 7-10: Jesus the Door
“lam the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.” (v. 9)

Jesus doesn't merely point to a way; He declares Himself the way. Salvation is not by religious
performance, moral perfection, or ancestral privilege. Entrance into God’s fold—safety, belonging,
nourishment—comes through Christ alone.

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (v. 10)

This abundant life is not defined by wealth or ease, but by the presence of the Shepherd—secuirity,
peace, meaning, and eternal life.

Application

Abundant life is not the absence of trials, but the presence of the Shepherd. Are we experiencing the
fullness of life Jesus promises, or are we still trying to find it through other “doors”?
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Verses 11-18: The Good Shepherd
“l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” (v. 11)

Jesus contrasts Himself with hirelings—those who appear to care for the flock but abandon it when
danger arises. The Good Shepherd lays down His life voluntarily. His death is not a tragic loss but a
deliberate gift.

“No one takes it from Me, but | lay it down of Myself. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to
take it again.” (v. 18)

Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurrection are acts of divine authority and love.
Application

This Shepherd knows us intimately, even our weaknesses and failures, and still loves us. He doesn’t
flee when we stumble. Have we learned to rest in the Shepherd’s commitment to us?

Verse 16: One Flock, One Shepherd

“And other sheep | have which are not of this fold; them also | must bring, and they will hear My
voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.”

Jesus hints at the inclusion of the Gentiles—those outside Israel—into His redemptive plan. He
doesn't have multiple flocks, but one. His gospelis for all people.

Application

Do we view others through the lens of the Shepherd’s love and mission, or through the walls of man-
made categories? Jesus is calling a united flock. Are we participating in His inclusive call?

Verses 19-21: Division Over Jesus

The crowd is divided. Some accuse Jesus of being demon-possessed; others recognize the power
and authority in His works. Miracles alone do not force belief. Hearing the Shepherd’s voice requires
spiritual openness.

“These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” (v. 21)
Application

Miracles may attract attention, but it is the voice of the Shepherd that leads to transformation. Are
we listening beyond the spectacle, to the Savior?

Verses 22-30: A Plain Statement

“Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch... The Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, ‘How
long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.’” (vv. 23-24)
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Jesus responds with clarity:

“I told you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me.
But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep.” (vv. 25-26)

He does not say, “You are not My sheep because you don’t believe,” but rather, “You do not believe
because you are not My sheep.” This is not a statement of fatalistic predestination, but of spiritual
identity verified by response. His sheep are defined by listening, following, and being known by Him.

“My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me. And | give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.” (vv. 27-28)

Jesus offers security, not based on a mechanical decree, but on a relationship—knowing, hearing,
following.

Application

Are we His sheep? Not because we were irresistibly chosen, nor because we earned His approval,
but because we heard and responded to His call. Our security is not in our ability to hold on to Him,
butin His grip on us.

Verses 31-39: | and the Father Are One
“l and My Father are one.” Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.” (vv. 30-31)

The religious leaders understood His claim—equality with God. Jesus defends His claim with
Scripture and the undeniable evidence of His works.

“Believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and | in Him.” (v. 38)
Application

The words and works of Jesus align perfectly. Do our lives reflect the reality of Christ within us?
When we speak of Jesus, do our actions confirm our testimony?

Verses 40-42: Many Believed

Jesus retreats to the region where John the Baptist once ministered. The people remember John’s
testimony and recognize the truth in Jesus.

“And many believed in Him there.” (v. 42)
The setting is quieter. The resistance is less hostile. Here, faith flourishes.
Application

Sometimes stepping back from conflict and noise allows faith to take root. Are there areas in your
life where you need to retreat from the crowd and rediscover the voice of the Shepherd?
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Closing Reflection: The Shepherd Still Speaks

John 10is not just a historical narrative; it is a mirror for our present lives. Jesus is still calling. His
sheep still hear His voice. He is still the Door. He is still the Good Shepherd. He has laid down His
life, and He still leads His own.

You don’t have to climb your way into God’s presence. You don’t have to strive to be worthy. You
don’t need to fear being cast out or abandoned.

“My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me. And | give them eternal life...” (John
10:27-28)

You are invited. Will you listen? Will you follow?
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