Daily Bible Reading Companion
43- John Chapter 07

A Turning Point in Jesus’ Ministry

"After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, because the Jews
sought to kill Him.” (John 7:1 NKJV)

This chapter marks the beginning of the final six months of Jesus’ public ministry. The threat from
religious leaders in Judea had escalated to the point of open plots to kill Him. As a result, He
remained primarily in Galilee, avoiding premature confrontation. Jesus did not retreat out of fear, but
moved in full knowledge of God’s timing—His mission was governed by heaven's schedule, not
man’s agenda.

Personal Application: Like Jesus, we must learn to discern the season we are in and walk in
wisdom. Courage is not reckless exposure, but faith-led obedience within God's timetable. It is not
cowardice to delay action when waiting on the Father's leading.

Verses 2-5: Misunderstood at Home

"His brothers therefore said to Him, 'Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may
see the works that You are doing." (John 7:3 NKJV)
"For even His brothers did not believe in Him." (John 7:5 NKJV)

Even Jesus’ earthly family struggled to understand Him. His own brothers urged Him to showcase
His miracles, assuming that true greatness needs public recognition. Their words were laced with
sarcasm, not faith.

Doctrinal Insight: This reveals that belief is hot generated by proximity or biology. True faith arises
when a heart is responsive to the witness of God, not merely exposure to truth.

Application: We may be misjudged even by those closest to us. Don’t let the disbelief of others—
especially family—discourage your devotion. Stay faithful to the calling, even when it’s
misunderstood.

Verses 6-9: Divine Timing
"My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready.” (John 7:6 NKJV)

Jesus operated on a divine calendar. His “hour” referred to His crucifixion and glorification. He knew
when to speak, where to walk, and when to withdraw. His brothers, bound to earthly reasoning, did
not share that divine awareness.

Application: Are you in step with heaven’s timing? Not all opportunities are divine assignments.
Seek God'’s direction, not just open doors.

Verses 10-13: Secret Arrival, Public Tension

"Then the Jews sought Him at the feast, and said, 'Where is He?" (John 7:11 NKJV)
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Jesus went to the Feast of Tabernacles quietly, not to avoid confrontation, but to fulfill God’s
purpose without being provoked by man’s expectations. The atmosphere was tense, full of
speculation. Some called Him a deceiver; others said He was good.

Application: Jesus’ very presence divided people. Truth is not always popular. If you live for God,
expect people to talk—some will praise you, others will oppose you. The important thing is whether
you are walking in truth.

Verses 14-18: The Origin of True Doctrine
"My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me." (John 7:16 NKJV)

Jesus pointed to the Father as the source of His teaching. He didn’t invent ideas or seek fame.
Instead, He revealed heaven’s truth with humility and boldness. The litmus test Jesus gave was this:
if anyone truly desires to do God's will, they will recognize the truth of what He says.

Doctrinal Insight: Truth is spiritually discerned, not academically deduced. It is revealed to those
who are willing to obey God, not merely study Him.

Application: Do you want truth enough to obey it when you find it? If so, you will discern God’s voice
through Scripture and the Spirit.

Verses 19-24: Misplaced Judgment

"Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me?" (John
7:19 NKJV)

Jesus called out the hypocrisy of the religious leaders. They prided themselves in the law but
violated it by plotting murder. He pointed out their inconsistency—circumcising on the Sabbath but
criticizing Him for healing on the Sabbath.

Application: Are we guilty of judging others by appearance? Jesus calls us to “judge with righteous
judgment” (v. 24). Let’s be careful not to condemn what God approves simply because it doesn't fit
our expectations.

Verses 25-31: Mixed Responses
"But some said, 'Will the Christ come out of Galilee?"" (John 7:41 NKJV)

Confusion about Jesus' origin led some to dismiss Him, unaware that He had in fact been born in
Bethlehem. But others rightly recognized that no one could do such miracles unless He were the
Christ.

Application: Don't dismiss truth due to incomplete information. Many today reject Christ not
because of what they know, but because of what they assume or don’t know. Take time to
investigate truth.

Verses 32-36: A Temporary Opportunity

"You will seek Me and not find Me, and where | am you cannot come." (John 7:34 NKJV)
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Jesus foretold the coming separation that would occur when He returned to the Father. For those
who rejected Him, the window of opportunity would close.

Application: There is a time to seek the Lord—and it is now. Delay can lead to lost opportunity. Seek
Him while He may be found.

Verses 37-39: Living Water Offered
"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink." (John 7:37 NKJV)

This powerful invitation came on the last day of the Feast, during the water-pouring ceremony. Jesus
pointed to Himself as the true source of life—living water that satisfies the deep thirst of the soul.

"But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive..." (John 7:39
NKJV)

Insight: The Holy Spirit indwells every believer (John 14:17), transforms them (2 Cor. 3:18), and
overflows through them in blessing to others. This overflowing life is not just for a religious elite—it’s
for all who thirst and come to Jesus in faith.

Application: Have you received the Spirit in this way? Are rivers of living water flowing from your life
to others? This is not about emotional highs, but about a continual overflow of Christ’s life in us.

Verses 40-53: Division and Nicodemus’ Defense
"There was a division among the people because of Him." (John 7:43 NKJV)

Jesus remains the dividing line of humanity. Some believed, others rejected. Even among the
religious elite, voices like Nicodemus began to rise in cautious defense of justice. Yet the rulers
mocked, "Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee" (v. 52)—a statement both
ignorant and arrogant, overlooking Jonah and perhaps even Hosea.

Application: Truth divides. But where do you stand? Are you content with traditions, or are you
willing to examine the evidence honestly like Nicodemus?

Conclusion: Christ, the True Fountain in the Wilderness

John 7 presents Jesus as the One sent from God, rejected by many, yet offering living water to all
who thirst. In the context of the Feast of Tabernacles—a festival that celebrated God's provision in
the wilderness—Jesus stands as the fulfillment: not only does He provide water; He is the water.

Final Application: Are you thirsting for meaning, for purpose, for life? Jesus’ invitation stands:
“Come to Me and drink.” Don’t wait until it’s too late. Let Him be your life, and then let that life flow
from you to others.

03

Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted otherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



