Daily Bible Reading Companion
43- John Chapter 04

1. Jesus Leaves Judea and Passes Through Samaria (John 4:1-4)

"Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more
disciples than John (though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), He left Judea and
departed again to Galilee. But He needed to go through Samaria"” (John 4:1-4).

Jesus, aware that attention from the Pharisees was intensifying, chose to leave Judea for Galilee.
Though He was gaining popularity, Jesus was not driven by numbers but by purpose. His route took
Him through Samaria—a region Jews typically avoided due to long-standing ethnic and religious
hostility. Jesus deliberately traveled through Samaria, showing not only His disregard for religious
prejudice but His compassionate intention to reach the despised.

Yet Jesus was intentional; He "needed" to go through Samaria, not geographically, but missionally.
Jesus went where others wouldn’t, to reach those others wouldn’t touch.

Personal Application:

Jesus sees no one as too far or too flawed to encounter grace. Do you allow cultural or personal
prejudices to keep you from sharing Jesus with someone?

2. The Samaritan Woman and the Offer of Living Water (John 4:5-26)

Jesus stopped at Jacob's well in Sychar, wearied from His journey. A Samaritan woman approached
to draw water. He asked her for a drink, initiating a conversation that broke cultural, social, and
religious barriers. Jewish men avoided conversation with women in public, especially Samaritans.
Yet Jesus speaks not only to a woman but one of dubious moral reputation.

She came at noon, the hottest hour, likely to avoid others due to her shame. Jesus begins by asking
her for water, then offers her something greater: living water.

"How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" (v. 9).

Jesus offered her "living water" that would quench the deepest thirst of the soul. She
misunderstood, thinking only in physical terms. He replied:

"Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him
will never thirst" (vv. 13-14).

Jesus exposed the inadequacy of earthly pursuits. No material or relational goal can satisfy the
spiritual thirst that only He can quench. This is about the spiritual thirst no earthly thing can quench.
The woman misunderstands, thinking Jesus is speaking of physical water.

When He exposes her past, He does so with compassion, not condemnation. She admitted she had
none. He revealed her past—five previous husbands, and a current live-in partner. When He asked
her to call her husband, her worldly facade dropped. She perceived He was a prophet. Then she
shifts the topic to religious debate, but Jesus brings her to the heart of true worship:
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Personal Application:

Jesus sees through our masks. He meets us in our brokenness and invites us to something deeper.
What "well" are you drinking from that still leaves you thirsty? He alone satisfies. Are you trying to
avoid your deepest needs through religious conversation or distraction? Jesus offers you more:
transformation from the inside out.

3. Worship in Spirit and Truth (John 4:20-24)

The woman brought up a religious debate: "Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews
say that in Jerusalem is the place..." (v. 20). Jesus responded:

"The hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father...
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to
worship Him. God is Spirit" (vv. 23-24).

Worship is not confined to a place but flows from a heart born of the Spirit and aligned with truth.
Personal Application:

Worship is not a location, liturgy or a ritual—it's a spiritual connection rooted in truth. Are you
worshiping God with your spirit engaged, and according to His revealed truth?

4. Jesus Reveals Himself as Messiah (John 4:25-26)
The woman, still unsure, said she was waiting for the Messiah. Jesus openly declared:
"I who speak to you am He" (v. 26).

This is the first time that Jesus reveals that He is the Messiah. It is one of the clearest self-
disclosures Jesus ever made—and He made it to a Samaritan woman of questionable reputation.
Grace meets people where they are.

Personal Application:

Jesus reveals Himself to those who seek, regardless of background. Are you seeking Him with an
open heart?

5. A Harvest in Samaria (John 4:27-42)

The woman left her waterpot—the very thing she came for. She ran to the town and testified: "Come,
see a Man who told me all things... Could this be the Christ?" (v. 29).

The disciples return with food, confused about Jesus’ conversation with a woman, but she returns to
her town with a message: “Come, see a man who told me all things that | ever did.”

She became the first recorded evangelist in John’s Gospel. Many believed because of her testimony,
and many believed because of her testimony. More believed after hearing Jesus themselves:

"Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him... this is indeed the
Christ, the Savior of the world" (v. 42).
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Meanwhile, the disciples’ were preoccupied with physical food while Jesus speaks of doing the
Father’s will. Jesus told His disciples:

"My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work" (v. 34).

Jesus saw the spiritual harvest before Him. He said:

"Lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (v. 35).
Personal Application:

Are you looking at the people around you with spiritual eyes? The fields are already ripe for harvest.
Whether you’re planting seeds or gathering fruit, your joy is found in fulfilling the ministry of Christ
has called you to. Are you spiritually awake to those God has placed in your path? Or are you more
focused on temporary needs than on eternal souls?

6. The Healing of the Nobleman’s Son (John 4:43-54)

In Cana, Jesus was approached by a nobleman whose son was sick in Capernaum. The man
pleaded for Jesus to come heal his dying son.

"Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe" (v. 48).

Jesus gently challenged the nobleman’s dependence on seeing before believing. Notice how his
faith matured. At first, he believed Jesus could heal—but only if He came in person. Yet Jesus used
the moment to stretch and deepen his faith, responding not with rebuke, but with grace.

"Go your way; your son lives." So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his
way (v. 50).

The next day, he learned his son was healed at the very hour Jesus spoke. As a result, he and his
whole household believed.

Personal Application:

Do you trust Jesus simply because He said it, or are you waiting for visible proof before you’ll
believe? True faith doesn’t rely on signs—it rests securely on His word. The kind of faith that pleases
God is the kind that takes Him at His word, even when there’s nothing yet to see. Which kind of faith
describes you?

Conclusion:

John 4 displays the personal, boundary-breaking, soul-redeeming ministry of Jesus. Whetherto a
sinful woman, skeptical disciples, or a desperate father, Jesus reveals Himself as the Source of life,
the Object of worship, and the Giver of truth.

He alone quenches the soul's thirst. He alone calls for worship in spirit and truth. And He alone is
worthy of your faith.

Is He the well you draw from? Is He the Messiah you follow?

03

Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. Unless noted otherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved



