Daily Bible Reading Companion
42-DBSN-Luke Chapter 08

Luke 8 — The Revealing Power of Faith and the Kingdom of God
1. Jesus Ministers with His Disciples and Faithful Women (Luke 8:1-3)

Jesus continued His mission, traveling through every city and village, preaching and demonstrating
the good news of the kingdom of God. With Him were the twelve disciples—and significantly—a
group of women who had been healed of diseases and delivered from demonic bondage.

Among them was Mary Magdalene, from the town of Magdala, who had once been possessed by
seven demons. Also present was Joanna, the wife of Chuza (a steward in Herod’s court), Susanna,
and many other unnamed women. They supported Jesus and His disciples from their own
resources.

Personal Application: These women weren’t just background supporters—they were partners in the
ministry of Jesus. They remind us that serving God isn’t limited to preaching or miracles. Providing,
encouraging, hosting, and supporting others in ministry is a powerful and deeply valued form of
service in God's eyes. What resources—time, finances, skills—can you invest to advance the
kingdom?

2. The Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:4-15)
As crowds gathered, Jesus told a parable:

A sower went out to scatter seed. Some fell on the path, some on rocky soil, some among thorns,
and some on good ground. Only the seed that fell on good soil produced fruit—a hundredfold.

Jesus later explained:
e The seed is the Word of God.

e The wayside soil represents those who hear, but the devil quickly snatches the Word before it
takes root.

e Therocky soil represents those who receive with joy but have no depth—trials make them
fall away.

e Thethorny ground represents those whose fruit is choked by cares, riches, and pleasures.

e The good soil represents those who receive the Word with a noble and good heart, keep it,
and bear fruit with patience.

Personal Application: Take time to evaluate your heart—what kind of soil are you cultivating? Are
there distractions—anxieties, pursuits of wealth, comfort—that are choking spiritual growth? True
fruitfulness comes not just from hearing the Word, but from receiving it deeply and persevering in it.

3. Let Your Light Shine (Luke 8:16-18)

Jesus emphasized that the truth is not meant to be hidden. Alamp is placed where it can shine. In
the same way, what we receive from God should be lived out and shared. He warned, “Take heed
how you hear.” Those who respond to God's Word will be given more. Those who don’t, even what
they seem to have will fade.
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Personal Application: The way we respond to truth determines how much more God will entrust to
us. Are we truly listening? Are we living what we’ve already heard? Spiritual growth is tied to how
seriously we take God’s Word.

4. Jesus’ True Family (Luke 8:19-21)

When Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived but couldn’t reach Him because of the crowd, someone
told Him. Jesus replied, “My mother and My brothers are those who hear the Word of God and do it.”

Personal Application: Jesus redefines family—not by blood, but by faith and obedience to God’s
Word. You’re not just a believer; you are family to Jesus. That’s how close He invites you to be.

5. Jesus Calms the Storm (Luke 8:22-25)

Jesus told His disciples, “Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.” As they sailed, a sudden
storm overtook the boat. The disciples panicked as waves filled the vessel. They woke Jesus, crying,
“Master, we’re perishing!” Jesus rebuked the storm and it ceased. Then He asked, “Where is your
faith?”

Personal Application: When Jesus says, “We’re going to the other side,” you can be sure—you won’t
drown in the middle. But storms can blind us to His Word. Faith isn’t just believing when skies are
clear—it’s trusting His promise when the waves rise. What storm are you facing right now? Hold onto
what Jesus has already said.

6. A Demon-Possessed Man Delivered (Luke 8:26-39)

Arriving in the region of the Gadarenes, Jesus was confronted by a man possessed by many
demons—a man who lived naked among the tombs and had supernatural strength. Jesus
commanded the demons to leave, and they begged not to be sent to the abyss (the bottomless pit).
Instead, He allowed them to enter a herd of pigs, which then rushed down a hill and drowned.

The people of the region came and saw the man clothed and in his right mind, sitting at Jesus’ feet.
But instead of rejoicing, they were afraid and begged Jesus to leave. The man, however, wanted to go
with Jesus—but Jesus told him to go back home and declare what God had done. And he did—he
became a local evangelist.

Personal Application: Freedom always costs something. These people were more concerned about
losing their pigs (it was illegal for Jews to eat or use pig products) than gaining spiritual freedom. Are
we willing to give up anything that stands in the way of Jesus’ transforming power in our lives?

7. Two Miracles of Faith: Jairus’ Daughter and the Bleeding Woman (Luke 8:40-56)

Back on the western side of the lake, Jesus was met by Jairus, a synagogue leader, begging Him to
come heal his 12-year-old daughter, who was dying.

As Jesus walked with him, a woman who had been bleeding for 12 years reached out and touched
the hem of His garment. She believed, “If | can just touch Him, I’'ll be healed.” And she was. Jesus
paused, saying, “Who touched Me?” Not because He didn’t know, but because He wanted her to
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come forward in faith. Trembling, she confessed, and Jesus responded, “Daughter, your faith has
made you well. Go in peace.”

But while this happened, Jairus received the worst news: his daughter had died. Jesus turned to him
and said, “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.”

Arriving at Jairus’ home, Jesus allowed only Peter, James, John, and the parents to enter the room.
He took the girl by the hand and said tenderly, “Little girl, arise.” Her spirit returned, and she got up.
Jesus told them to give her something to eat—and not to tell anyone what had happened.

Personal Application: Jesus responds to persistent faith, even when others say it's too late. The
woman and Jairus both approached Jesus with desperation—but also belief. Whether you've
suffered for years or faced a sudden crisis, Jesus welcomes your faith. He is never too late. His
timing is perfect.

Conclusion: Living in the Kingdom Now

This chapter invites us to see the kingdom of God not as some far-off dream, but as a present reality
breaking into our world through Jesus. He preached it, He lived it, and He invited others into it. His
miracles—healing the sick, calming storms, casting out demons, and raising the dead—were
previews of the kingdom to come.

Final Reflection:
e Areyou hearing the Word with a heart ready to obey?
e Areyouusing what God has already given you?
e Areyoutouching Jesus by faith, or just brushing past Him in the crowd?
e Do youlong for the kingdom to come on earth, even as you live it out in your heart today?

Jesus still speaks to the storm, still sets people free, still heals the broken, and still raises the dead.
The kingdom is here—and it’s coming in fullness.
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