Daily Bible Reading Companion
42-DBSN-Luke Chapter 07

Faith, Compassion, and Forgiveness
1. The Centurion’s Servant Healed (Luke 7:1-10)

After Jesus finished teaching, He entered Capernaum, a place He frequented often in His ministry.
There, a Roman centurion’s servant was critically ill. This wasn’t just any servant—he was dearly
loved by his master, which was quite unusual for that culture. Roman law treated slaves as mere
property—disposable if they were no longer useful. But this centurion was different. He valued his
servant’s life.

When the centurion heard about Jesus, he didn’t approach Jesus directly. Instead, he sent Jewish
elders to ask for help. These elders vouched for him: “He’s worthy—he loves our nation and even
built us a synagogue.”

This is remarkable. A Gentile soldier respected by Jewish leaders? That tells us something about his
heart. He had a deep respect for God’s people and their faith. But even more striking is what
happens next.

As Jesus neared the house, the centurion sent friends to say, “Lord, don’t trouble Yourself—I’m not
worthy for You to come under my roof. | didn’t even consider myself worthy to come to You. But just
say the word, and my servant will be healed.”

This soldier understood authority. He knew what it meant to give orders and to obey them. And he
recognized in Jesus a spiritual authority that could command illness and death with a word.

Personal Application: Faith doesn’t always have to be loud or dramatic. Sometimes the deepest
faith is humble, quiet, and respectful. Do | trust Jesus’ authority enough to take Him at His word—
even when | don’t see immediate results?

Jesus was amazed. He turned to the crowd and said, “l haven’t found such great faith—not evenin
Israel.” And when the messengers returned, the servant was completely healed.

2. Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son (Luke 7:11-17)

The next day, Jesus traveled to a small town called Nain. As He approached the city gate, a
heartbreaking scene unfolded—a funeral procession. A young man had died, and he was the only
son of a widowed mother.

In that culture, her situation was devastating. She had already lost her husband, and now her only
son—nher last source of financial support and companionship—was gone.

When Jesus saw her, He was moved with deep compassion. The Greek word used here
(omAayxviopan) refers to a gut-wrenching empathy. It wasn't just sympathy—it was the kind of
compassion that leads to action.

He said gently, “Don’t cry.” Then He walked over, touched the open coffin, and spoke directly to the
young man: “Young man, | say to you, arise.” Immediately, the dead man sat up and began to
speak—and Jesus gave him back to his mother.
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Personal Application: Jesus sees our grief. He is not distant or cold when we suffer loss. He is the
resurrection and the life—and one day, for all who believe, He will wipe away every tear.

The people were in awe. They said, “God has visited His people!” Word of this miracle spread far and
wide.

3. John the Baptist’s Question (Luke 7:18-35)

John the Baptist, now in prison, heard about all Jesus was doing and sent two disciples to ask: “Are
You the Coming One, or should we look for another?” It’s a surprising question—John had once
boldly declared Jesus was the Lamb of God. But now, confined and suffering, he was likely
confused. If Jesus was the Messiah, where was the judgment? Why hadn’t the kingdom come in
power?

Jesus didn’t rebuke him. Instead, He told the disciples, “Go tell John what you’ve seen and heard—
the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the gospel
is preached to the poor.”

Then He added: “Blessed is the one who is not offended because of Me.”

Personal Application: Sometimes Jesus doesn’t meet our expectations. He doesn’t act on our
timeline. But faith continues to trust even when confused. Will |l still believe when God’s plan
unfolds differently than | hoped?

Jesus then publicly honored John: “Among those born of women, none is greater than John. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” Why? Because those in the New
Covenant enjoy direct relationship with God through the Holy Spirit.

4. The Pharisees and the Parable of the Children (Luke 7:29-35)

The people who had been baptized by John rejoiced in Jesus’ words. But the religious elite rejected
both John and Jesus. Jesus compared them to children playing in the streets, complaining no one
dances to their tune. “John came with fasting—you said he had a demon. | came eating and
drinking—you say I’m a glutton and drunkard.”

Personal Application: When our hearts are closed, no amount of truth will satisfy us. Are we
resisting God’s voice because it doesn’t match our preferences?

5. A Sinful Woman Forgiven (Luke 7:36-50)

A Pharisee named Simon invited Jesus to dinner. As they reclined at the table, a woman with a
notorious reputation entered the room. She brought an expensive flask of perfume and,
overwhelmed by Jesus’ presence, began to weep. Her tears fell on His feet, and she wiped them with
her hair, kissed them, and anointed them with the oil.

Simon was appalled. “If Jesus were a prophet, He’d know what kind of woman this is!”

Jesus knew his thoughts. So He told a parable about two people forgiven debts—one a small
amount, one a large amount. “Which one loves more?” Simon answered, “The one forgiven more.”
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Jesus then pointed out Simon’s lack of hospitality. No water for His feet. No kiss. No oil. But this
woman—this “sinner”—had poured out extravagant love. Why? Because she had been forgiven
much.

Then Jesus did something only God can do. He said to her: “Your sins are forgiven. Your faith has
saved you. Go in peace.”

Personal Application: There is no sin so great that Jesus cannot forgive. And those who’ve
experienced that forgiveness—really experienced it—will show it by deep, humble love. How often
do | forget the depth of God’s mercy in my life?

Final Reflection

Luke 7 is a powerful tapestry of compassion, faith, and grace. From a Roman soldier to a grieving
mother, from a confused prophet to a repentant woman—Jesus met people exactly where they
were. And He still does.

o Areyoufeeling unworthy? Jesus honors humble faith.
e Areyougrieving? Jesus sees and is moved by your pain.

e Areyoudoubting? Jesus doesn’t rebuke your questions—He points you back to His Word
and His works.

e Areyou ashamed of your past? Jesus offers full forgiveness and peace.

Let His grace draw you close, and like the woman with the alabaster jar, pour out your love at His
feet.
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