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The Innocent King Condemned and Crucified 

Jesus Before Pilate and Herod (Luke 23:1–12) 

At daybreak, the whole crowd led Jesus to Pilate. They began accusing Him, 
"We found this man misleading our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He 
Himself is Christ, a King." 

Pilate questioned Jesus, 
"Are You the King of the Jews?" 
Jesus answered, 
"It is as you say." 

Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, 
"I find no fault in this Man." 
But they grew louder: 
"He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee!" 

When Pilate heard that Jesus was from Galilee, he sent Him to Herod Antipas, who was also in 
Jerusalem at the time. 

Herod was excited. He had heard many things about Jesus and hoped to see Him perform a miracle. 
He questioned Jesus at length, but Jesus remained silent. The chief priests and scribes stood there, 
accusing Him fiercely. In mockery, Herod and his soldiers dressed Jesus in a splendid robe and sent 
Him back to Pilate. That day, Pilate and Herod, once enemies, became friends. 

Reflection: 
Jesus endured false accusations, mockery, and injustice — without defending Himself. 

Personal Application: 
When falsely accused, trust God to be your Defender. You don't have to answer every slander; 
sometimes silence speaks louder than words. 

Pilate Yields to the Crowd (Luke 23:13–25) 

Pilate summoned the chief priests, rulers, and the people: 
"You brought this Man to me as one who misleads the people. I've examined Him and found no guilt 
in Him — nor did Herod, for I sent you to him. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by Him. 
Therefore, I will punish Him and release Him." 

But the crowd shouted, 
"Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas!" 
(Barabbas had been imprisoned for rebellion and murder.) 

Pilate tried again to release Jesus, but they shouted louder, 
"Crucify Him! Crucify Him!" 

Pilate asked a third time, 
"Why? What evil has He done? I find no reason for death. I will punish Him and let Him go." 
But they kept shouting, demanding Jesus be crucified, and their voices prevailed. 
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So Pilate gave in. He released Barabbas, and he handed Jesus over to their will. 

Reflection: 
The voices of the mob shouted louder than justice. Pilate knew Jesus was innocent but lacked the 
courage to do what was right. 

Personal Application: 
Stand for truth even when the crowd demands otherwise. Fear of man can cause you to betray your 
own conscience. 

The Journey to Calvary (Luke 23:26–31) 

As they led Jesus away, they seized a man named Simon from Cyrene, coming in from the 
countryside, and laid the cross on him to carry behind Jesus. 

A large crowd followed, including women mourning and wailing for Him. But Jesus turned and said, 
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the 
days are coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore, and the 
breasts that never nursed!' Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us!' and to the hills, 
'Cover us!' For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?" 

Reflection: 
Even on His way to the cross, Jesus' heart was full of compassion — not for Himself, but for the 
suffering that was coming upon Jerusalem. 

Personal Application: 
True spiritual maturity is seen in compassion even during personal suffering. Ask God to make your 
heart tender like Christ’s. 

The Crucifixion (Luke 23:32–49) 

Two criminals were led with Jesus to be executed. When they reached the place called Calvary, they 
crucified Him there, with one criminal on His right and the other on His left. 

Then Jesus said, 
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." 

They divided His clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and even the rulers sneered, 
"He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God." 

The soldiers mocked Him too, offering sour wine and saying, 
"If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!" 
Above Him was a sign: 
THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

One of the criminals hurled insults at Him, 
"If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us!" 

But the other rebuked him, 
"Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? We deserve this, but this 
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Man has done nothing wrong." 
And he said, 
"Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom." 

And Jesus said to him, 
"Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 

By noon, darkness covered the whole land until three in the afternoon. The sun stopped shining, and 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 

Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
"Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit." 
Having said this, He breathed His last. 

When the centurion saw what happened, he glorified God, saying, 
"Certainly this was a righteous Man!" 
The crowds, seeing what had happened, beat their breasts and went away. 

But all those who knew Jesus, including the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a 
distance watching these things. 

Reflection: 
The cross was the greatest injustice — and the greatest love — the world has ever seen. 

Personal Application: 
The next time you question whether God loves you, look to the cross. He loved you all the way to 
death. 

The Burial of Jesus (Luke 23:50–56) 

There was a man named Joseph, a member of the council, a good and righteous man who had not 
consented to their decision. He was from Arimathea, waiting for the kingdom of God. 

He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in fine linen, and 
laid it in a tomb cut out of rock, where no one had ever been laid before. 

It was the Day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 

The women who had followed Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph, saw the tomb and how His body 
was laid, and then returned and prepared spices and ointments. They rested on the Sabbath in 
obedience to the commandment. 

Reflection: 
Even after His death, Jesus inspired courage and devotion among His followers. 

Personal Application: 
Honor Jesus not only with your words but with actions of reverence, loyalty, and love — even when it 
costs you dearly. 
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Summary Devotion: 

• Jesus faced injustice so you could receive mercy. 

• Even in your darkest moments, Jesus’ compassion is deeper. 

• Faith is as near as a whispered prayer: "Lord, remember me." 

• The cross declares: You are loved beyond measure. 

• Christ’s sacrifice opened the way for you to come boldly to the Father. 


