Daily Bible Reading Companion
42-DBSN-Luke Chapter 21

Watchful Hearts in Troubled Times
The Widow’s Offering (Luke 21:1-4)

Jesus looked up and noticed the rich dropping their gifts into the temple treasury. But then He saw a
poor widow toss in two very small coins — two mites — worth only a fraction of a penny.

And He said,

"Truly | say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; for all these, out of their
abundance, have given offerings for God, but she, out of her poverty, put in all the livelihood that she
had." (Luke 21:3-4 NKJV)

Reflection:
God doesn't measure our giving by the size of the gift but by the size of the sacrifice. The rich gave
from their leftovers; she gave everything she had.

Personal Application:

When you give to God—whether your time, talents, or treasure—give with a heart of trust and
sacrifice. It's not how much you give that matters most to God; it’s how much you’re willing to trust
Him with everything.

Jesus Predicts the Destruction of the Temple (Luke 21:5-6)

Some people began admiring the beauty of the temple, its magnificent stones and the precious gifts
dedicated to God. But Jesus said,

"As for these things which you see, the days will come in which not one stone shall be left upon
another that shall not be thrown down." (Luke 21:6 NKJV)

Reflection:
Even the most awe-inspiring human achievements will crumble. Earthly kingdoms are temporary,
but God’s Word and His Kingdom are eternal.

Personal Application:
Don’t build your life on things that will perish. Build on the eternal Word of God.

Signs of the Times and the End of the Age (Luke 21:7-19)

The disciples asked, "Teacher, when will these things happen? What sign will there be when these
things are about to take place?"

Jesus warned them:
"Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, saying, ' am He,' and, 'The
time has drawn near.' Therefore do not follow them." (Luke 21:8 NKJV)

He spoke of wars, earthquakes, famines, pestilences, and fearful sights from heaven.

Yet He said:

"But before all these things, they will lay hands on you and persecute you... it will turn out for you as
an occasion for testimony." (Luke 21:12-13 NKJV)
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He promised:
"I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or
resist." (Luke 21:15 NKJV)

Even family members would betray them, and they would be hated for His name's sake. But Jesus
encouraged them:

"By your patience possess your souls." (Luke 21:19 NKIJV)

Reflection:
Jesus never promised an easy road. Faithfulness often brings persecution. But opposition becomes
an opportunity to shine His light.

Personal Application:
When you face trials, remember: God is with you. Trust His Spirit to give you the words and wisdom
you need. Endurance is the road to victory.

The Fall of Jerusalem and the Age of the Gentiles (Luke 21:20-24)

Jesus specifically warned them:
"When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, know that its desolation is near." (Luke 21:20 NKJV)

He urged those in Judea to flee to the mountains and not to linger. He prophesied a time of great
distress upon the Jewish people, fulfilled when Rome destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

"Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled." (Luke 21:24
NKJV)

Reflection:
God's Word is precise and trustworthy. Every prophecy of Jesus came true. His Word about the
future will come true as well.

Personal Application:
Build your hope on the certainty of God’s promises. Trust His Word even when the world seems
unstable.

The Coming of the Son of Man (Luke 21:25-28)

Jesus went on to describe cosmic signs — distress among nations, roaring seas, hearts failing from
fear. The very powers of heaven would be shaken.

Then,
"They will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory." (Luke 21:27 NKJV)

And He exhorted,
"Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption
draws near." (Luke 21:28 NKJV)

2 Copyright © 2024-2025

Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV), This teaching is given freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies.
Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)



Daily Bible Reading Companion
42-DBSN-Luke Chapter 21

Reflection:
While the world panics, believers look up in hope. Fear grips those who live for this world; faith
steadies those who live for Christ’s kingdom.

Personal Application:
Train your heart to look up, not around. Anticipate His coming with joy, not fear.

The Parable of the Fig Tree (Luke 21:29-33)

Jesus told a parable:
"Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. When they are already budding, you see and know for
yourselves that summer is now near." (Luke 21:29-30 NKJV)

So also, when you see these signs, you know His kingdom is near.
"Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away." (Luke 21:33 NKJV)

Reflection:
Seasons have signs; so does the coming of the Lord. God’s Word is more enduring than the ground
you walk on.

Personal Application:
Anchor your soulin the unchanging Word of God. Be discerning of the spiritual seasons you live in.

Warning to Watch and Pray (Luke 21:34-36)
Jesus gave a serious warning:

"Take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly." (Luke 21:34 NKJV)

"Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that
will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man." (Luke 21:36 NKJV)

Reflection:
Spiritual carelessness is deadly. A distracted heart becomes a defeated heart. Jesus calls us to stay
awake spiritually.

Personal Application:
Stay alert. Guard your heart from the noise and intoxications of the world. Pray that you will be ready
and strong when Christ appears.

Daily Life Before the Cross (Luke 21:37-38)

Each day Jesus taught in the temple. Every evening He retreated to the Mount of Olives. Crowds
gathered early in the morning to hear Him.

Reflection:
Even with His death drawing near, Jesus kept serving, teaching, and reaching out.

Personal Application:
Live every day with an eternal sense of purpose, just like Jesus did. Make your days count.
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Summary Devotion:

4

God sees the heart behind your giving.

Don’t be impressed by earthly glory—it will pass away.

Endure trials with patient trust in Christ.
Watch for the sighs—Jesus is coming!
Anchor your life in the unshakable Word of God.

Stay spiritually awake and prayerful.

Unless noted utherwise all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NKJV),
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