Daily Bible Reading Companion
42-DBSN-Luke Chapter 14

An Invitation, a Warning, and the Cost of Discipleship

As we open our Bibles to Luke chapter 14, we find Jesus invited to a Sabbath meal at the home of
one of the leading Pharisees. This chapter captures what happened at that dinner, including the
conversation Jesus had with the guests about humility, God's invitation to His kingdom, and the real
cost of following Him.

The Sabbath Meal Setup (Luke 14:1-6)

Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the
Sabbath, that they watched Him closely. (v.1)

It’s interesting that Jesus accepted this invitation. He knew their hearts; He knew they were looking
for areason to accuse Him. Yet He still went. Jesus always seemed open to invitations—whether it
was Zacchaeus' home or, ultimately, the heart's door of anyone willing to invite Him in (Revelation
3:20). He desired fellowship with people, even those who opposed Him.

Sabbath meals had unique rules. Everything had to be prepared ahead of time since it was forbidden
to kindle a fire on the Sabbath. They even developed specific ways to keep food hot without breaking
Sabbath laws. To this day, in traditional Jewish practice, appliances are set on timers before the
Sabbath begins.

As Jesus sat at the table, He immediately noticed the trap: a man suffering from dropsy (severe
swelling) was seated right in front of Him. No one asked a question out loud, but Jesus, knowing
their hearts, answered them anyway:

"Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" (v.3)
When they stayed silent, Jesus healed the man and let him go. Then He challenged them:

"Which of you, having a donkey or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him out on
the Sabbath day?" (v.5)

Again, they had no reply. They knew their laws allowed for mercy toward animals—how could they
criticize Him for showing mercy to a suffering man?

Personal Application:
Jesus calls us to prioritize compassion over tradition. Rules can never replace love. Are we more
concerned about protecting our religious systems than caring for people?

Kingdom Etiquette: Choosing Humility (Luke 14:7-14)

Observing how the guests scrambled for the best seats, Jesus taught them about humility. At feasts,
the most honored spot was the center seat at a table arranged in a triclinium (a U-shaped
arrangement with three reclining places at each table).

Jesus advised:

"When you are invited, do not sit down in the best place... But when you are invited, go and sit down
in the lowest place.” (vv.8-10)
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It’s better to be invited to move up than be asked to step down in shame. Then He added:
"For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." (v.11)
He turned to the host and challenged him too:

"When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich
neighbors... But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind." (vv.12-13)

The reward for such kindness would not be a return invitation—but something far greater: a reward
at the resurrection of the just.

Personal Application:
True humility waits for God to promote, not people. Serve those who cannot repay you. Do you seek
recognition now, or are you storing up treasures in heaven?

The Parable of the Great Supper (Luke 14:15-24)
One of the guests, catching the vision of God's kingdom, blurted out:
"Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!" (v.15)

Jesus responded with a parable: A man gave a great supper and invited many, but the invited guests
all made excuses.

One bought land and "had to go see it" (who buys land without seeing it first?).
Another bought oxen and needed to "test them" (would you buy a car without test-driving it?).
Another simply said, "I have married a wife, and therefore | cannot come."

Excuses, not real reasons.

Angered, the master sent his servant out to bring in the poor, the maimed, the blind—the very ones
Jesus had said should be invited. Still, there was room, so he said:

"Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled."
(v.23)

God's invitation is wide open, but many reject it for the sake of possessions, work, or personal
relationships.

Personal Application:
What excuse keeps you from responding fully to God's call? There’s always room at His table—but
we must be willing to leave behind anything that competes with Him.

The High Cost of Discipleship (Luke 14:25-35)

As Jesus left the house, large crowds followed Him. Many thought He was marching to Jerusalem to
set up His earthly kingdom immediately. But Jesus, knowing their shallow motives, turned and spoke
hard words:

"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple." (v.26)
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This was a Hebrew way of speaking—"hate" here means "love less." Our love for Christ must so
surpass our love for anything else that, by comparison, it seems like hatred.

He continued:
"And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple." (v.27)

Following Jesus is not about joining a parade—it’s about carrying a cross. It may cost you your family,
your possessions, your very life.

He urged them to count the cost:

o  Would you start building a tower without first making sure you could finish?
o  Would a king go to war without first assessing his army’s strength?

"Whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple." (v.33)

Personal Application:
Jesus doesn't water down the demands of discipleship. He isn't looking for half-hearted followers.
Are you willing to pay the price—whatever it costs—to follow Him fully?

Salt That Has Lost Its Flavor (Luke 14:34-35)

Finally, Jesus closed with a warning;:

"Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?" (v.34)
Salt served three purposes back then:

1. Preserving food from decay.
2. Flavoring food, bringing out its zest.
3. Killing weeds when spread on paths.

Jesus says that if we lose our spiritual "saltiness"—our preserving, life-giving, thirst-creating
influence—we become useless. We’re meant to make a difference in a decaying world.

Personal Application:
Is your life creating a thirst for God in others? Are you preserving godliness in your circle of
influence? Or have you become bland, tasteless, indistinct?

Final Reflection
Jesus' message in Luke 14 is clear and strong:

e Heinvites us to His table, but He demands our full loyalty.
e He offers us the kingdom, but we must be willing to forsake all for Him.
e He calls usto be saltin a dying world—but warns us not to lose our distinctiveness.

Have you counted the cost? Are you all in?

"He who has ears to hear, let him hear." (Luke 14:35)
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