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Warnings, Parables, and the Heart of God 

Tragedy, Repentance, and Accountability (Luke 13:1–5) 

Some people came to Jesus with news about a horrific event: Pilate had slaughtered a group of 
Galilean worshipers while they were offering sacrifices, mingling their blood with that of their 
offerings. The assumption behind their report was clear: those Galileans must have done something 
terribly sinful to suffer such a fate. 

But Jesus corrected their thinking: 

“Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans because they 
suffered such things? I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” (vv. 2–3) 

Then He reminded them of another tragedy—a tower collapse in Siloam that killed eighteen people. 
Were they worse sinners than others in Jerusalem? Again, Jesus said no. 

Personal Application: 
Tragedy is not always punishment. We must be careful not to assume suffering means someone has 
sinned more than others. The real question Jesus asks is this: Are you ready? Have you repented? 
Life is fragile. None of us is promised tomorrow. 

The Barren Fig Tree: A Parable of Patience and Warning (Luke 13:6–9) 

Jesus told a story about a man who planted a fig tree in his vineyard. For three years, it bore no fruit. 
Frustrated, the owner told the gardener, “Cut it down. It’s just taking up space.” But the gardener 
replied, “Give it one more year. I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit, great. If not, then you 
can cut it down.” 

This is a picture of God’s mercy and patience. The fig tree represents Israel—and by extension, all 
who hear God’s word but do not respond. God is patient, but not forever. A day will come when time 
runs out. 

Personal Application: 
God is patient with us, giving us time to grow and bear fruit. But let’s not presume upon that 
patience. Use the time He’s given you wisely. Cultivate your life through prayer, the Word, and 
obedience. 

Healing a Woman Bound by Satan (Luke 13:10–17) 

While teaching in a synagogue on the Sabbath, Jesus saw a woman who had been crippled for 18 
years. She was bent over and couldn’t stand up straight. Moved with compassion, He called her 
forward and said: 

“Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” 
Then He laid His hands on her, and she was instantly healed. 

She stood upright and began glorifying God! 

But the synagogue ruler was indignant—how dare Jesus heal on the Sabbath! He told the people to 
come on the other six days to be healed, not on the Sabbath. 
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Jesus called out the hypocrisy: 

“Don’t you untie your ox or donkey and lead it to water on the Sabbath? Shouldn’t this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham, who’s been bound by Satan for 18 years, be loosed on the Sabbath?” 

Personal Application: 
Never let religious rules get in the way of showing mercy. God’s heart is for healing, not ritual. People 
matter more than traditions. 

Parables of the Mustard Seed and Leaven (Luke 13:18–21) 

Jesus then asked, “What is the kingdom of God like?” He compared it to: 

1. A mustard seed that grew into a large tree. 

2. Leaven that worked its way through three measures of meal. 

Both images speak of influence, growth, and transformation—but there’s also a warning: 

• The mustard plant growing into a large tree is abnormal—birds (a symbol of evil in other 
parables) lodge in its branches. 

• Leaven, consistently symbolic of corruption and sin, spreads through the entire batch. 

Jesus may be warning that the outward form of God’s kingdom (the visible church) can grow 
abnormally large and become home to corruption and false systems, despite its small, pure 
beginnings. 

Personal Application: 
Be discerning. Not everything that grows or gains influence in the name of God is from Him. Examine 
your faith by God’s Word, not just by appearances. 

The Narrow Door: Urgency to Enter (Luke 13:22–30) 

As Jesus continued toward Jerusalem, someone asked, “Lord, are only a few people going to be 
saved?” 

Jesus didn’t give a number. Instead, He said: 

“Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many will seek to enter and will not be able.” 

The door will not remain open forever. Once it’s shut, there will be people knocking, claiming to have 
known Jesus—“We ate and drank in Your presence!”—but He will reply: 

“I do not know you… Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.” 

Personal Application: 
Salvation is not about casual familiarity with Jesus. It’s about surrender and relationship. Don’t 
assume proximity to the church equals entrance into the kingdom. Make sure you know Him—and 
He knows you. 
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Warning from the Pharisees and Jesus' Response (Luke 13:31–33) 

Some Pharisees warned Jesus, “Herod wants to kill you.” 

Jesus replied: 

“Go tell that fox, I’m casting out demons and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third 
day I will be perfected.” 

He was referring to His coming death and resurrection. He then added: 

“It cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem.” 

Jesus wasn’t running from danger. He was on a mission—and nothing would stop Him. 

Jesus Weeps Over Jerusalem (Luke 13:34–35) 

Jesus ended with a powerful lament: 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How 
often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you 
were not willing! See, your house is left to you desolate…” 

Though He longed to draw them in with compassion, they refused. Their rejection of the Messiah 
would lead to judgment. 

But He added: 

“You shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord.’” 

This prophecy points both to His Triumphal Entry and His second coming—when the remnant of 
Israel will recognize and welcome Him as Messiah. 

Final Reflections 

Luke 13 is filled with warning, compassion, confrontation, and hope. It reminds us that: 

• Life is fragile. Repentance is urgent. 

• God is patient—but His patience won’t last forever. 

• Salvation is not inherited or assumed—it’s entered through a narrow, personal door of 
personal faith. 

• Religious traditions must never overshadow mercy and truth. 

• Jesus longs to gather and protect, but He will never force Himself on those unwilling. 

Key Question: 
Have you entered the narrow door? Are you bearing fruit? Are you watching for your Master’s return? 


