Daily Bible Reading Companion
42-DBSN-Luke Chapter 11

Prayer, Power, and Confrontation

Introduction

As Luke continues highlighting the humanity of Jesus, he shows us once again that though Christ
was fully God, He was also fully man—the perfect, flawless balance of divinity and humanity. Luke,
unlike John who focuses more on Christ’s deity, presents Jesus’ human side. Because of this, Luke
records more about the prayer life of Jesus than any other Gospel writer.

Prayer is one of the central themes of Luke 11, and we are given not only Jesus’ teaching about
prayer but also His example.

Teach Us to Pray (Luke 11:1-4)

The chapter opens with Jesus praying in a certain place. After He finished, one of His disciples
asked, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

Prayer, we see, is something that can be learned—but it’s best learned by practice. Those who
consistently spend time in prayer become noticeably more confident and deep in their prayers.

Jesus responds by giving them what we often call "The Lord’s Prayer," but really it’s a model—a
pattern for our prayers, not a script to mindlessly recite:

“Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come.

Your will be done on earth as itis in heaven.

Give us day by day our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins,

For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And do not lead us into temptation,

But deliver us from the evil one.” (Luke 11:2-4 NKJV)

Key Lessons:

¢ Relationship comes first: Prayer is based on relationship. You can only call God “Father” if
you’ve been born into His family by grace, repentance and faith in Jesus Christ (John 1:12).
Without that relationship, prayer is just empty words.

¢ Reverence: “Hallowed be Your name” calls us to honor the holiness and greatness of God.
His very name—Yahweh, the Becoming One—reveals His heart to meet every need we will
ever face. God doesn't command our worship because He needs it; He invites us to worship
because we need it. Worship anchors our hearts, reminding us who He truly is and
strengthening our trust in what He has done, what He is doing, and what He will faithfully do
in our lives.

e God’s will, not ours: Prayer is primarily about aligning our hearts with God's purposes, not
manipulating God into fulfilling our desires.
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o Daily dependence: We ask for daily bread, not annual bread. God teaches us to trust Him
one day at a time.

o Forgiveness: We are to seek forgiveness—and be ready to forgive others. A forgiving spirit is
critical for emotional, spiritual, and even mental health.

e Spiritual protection: We need God's help to navigate temptation and spiritual warfare.

Personal Application:

Prayer isn’t a vending machine where we insert faith and get our prize. It's an invitation to align our
lives with the living God, trusting Him with our needs and forgiving others freely as He has forgiven
us.

The Persistence of Prayer (Luke 11:5-13)

Jesus then tells a parable: a man persistently knocks on his friend’s door at midnight asking for
bread. At first, the friend refuses—he and his family are already in bed—but because of the man’s
persistent knocking, he gets up and gives him what he needs.

Key Point:
God is NOT like that reluctant friend. If even a selfish man will eventually get up to help, how much
more will your loving Heavenly Father answer when you call?

Thus, Jesus says:

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Luke
11:9 NKJV)

God delights to give good gifts to His children—especially the greatest gift: the Holy Spirit (Luke
11:13).

Personal Application:
Don't be afraid to ask God boldly. And don’t fear that God will "trick" you with something harmful.
God is good, and everything He gives is for our growth and blessing. Trust Him with an open heart!

Power Over Darkness (Luke 11:14-26)

After Jesus casts out a demon from a mute man, some accuse Him of doing so by the power of
Beelzebub (Satan). Jesus points out the absurdity of their claim:

e Akingdom divided against itself cannot stand.
o |f Satan were casting out Satan, he would be destroying his own work.

Instead, Jesus makes it clear: If | cast out demons by the finger of God, then surely the kingdom of
God has come upon you (Luke 11:20).

He also explains that Satan is like a "strong man," but Jesus is the "stronger Man" who overcomes
him and sets captives free (Luke 11:21-22).
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Personal Application:
We are engaged in a real spiritual battle. But greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world (1
John 4:4). You can trust the authority and victory of Jesus to defeat every work of darkness.

Warning About Empty Religion (Luke 11:24-28)

When an evil spirit leaves a person, it looks for another place to dwell. If it returns and finds the
person's heart empty (swept and put in order but unoccupied), it brings back seven worse spirits,
and the person ends up worse than before.

Key Point:
Deliverance without discipleship is dangerous. It's not enough to be freed from evil—you must be
filled with the presence of God.

Personal Application:
After God delivers you, don’t leave your spiritual house empty. Fill your life with God's Word, the Holy
Spirit, and the fellowship of believers!

Rebuking Hypocrisy (Luke 11:29-54)

The crowds demand a sign from Jesus. He refuses, saying the only sign they will receive is the "sign
of Jonah"—a picture of His death and resurrection (Luke 11:30).

e The Queen of Sheba and the men of Nineveh responded to much less revelation than these
people were being given. They will rise in judgment against this generation.

e Jesusthenteaches about the eye being the lamp of the body: what you look at affects your
entire being (Luke 11:34).

o He rebukes the Pharisees and lawyers for being outwardly religious but inwardly corrupt.
They were focused on the tiniest laws (like tithing herbs) but neglected justice and love. They
laid heavy burdens on people but refused to lift them themselves (Luke 11:42-46).

Personal Application:
God is not impressed by outward religion. What He desires is a heart fully surrendered to Him, loving
others, and living authentically for His glory.

Final Reflections

Luke 11 calls us to serious, persistent prayer, trust in the goodness of God, victory over spiritual
darkness, and genuine relationship with Jesus Christ.

It warns us that external religious behavior means nothing without internal transformation. And it
reminds us that our spiritual lives must be filled with the Spirit, not left empty and vulnerable.

Key Question for Us:
Am | living a life of daily dependence, surrender, and fullness in Jesus—or am | just keeping up
appearances?

May we seek Him wholeheartedly, trust Him boldly, and walk in the light as children of the King!
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